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 Connecting in Warmth and Support  —  Pastor Claude R. King

Winter has a variety of points for 
connection, but the time spent with 
our family and friends are high on 
most of our lists. We also anticipate the 
upcoming holiday season, including 
the Advent and Christmas worship 
services and the New Year celebration.
These gathering and worship 
opportunities highlight the love that 
God gives us and the joy we have when 
we pass it on to those who don’t feel 
loved during the holidays. 
Even though winter brings on colder 
temperatures, it’s the warmth of our 
hearts and the spirit of support that 
binds us together. When we support 
each other as a family at sporting, 
musical, theatrical, dance, and gaming 
events, they become a great source 
of happiness through the gifts God 

has blessed us with. These bonding 
activities also remind us to be 
grateful for each other. 

My prayers for us as a church family 
are that we make time to be present 
for as many of the gatherings that are 
planned for this winter season as we 
can. Let us be more aware of those 
close to us and especially those we 
may only see occasionally or meet 
for the first time. Let us touch their 
lives with genuine attentiveness, a 
listening ear, and a compassionate 
heart. God’s unconditional love 
should be felt by those we live with 
as well as those whose needs are 
greater than ours, and those that we 
may not know as well. That is how 
we prove that God loves them too!
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our lives together
Celebrating Seasonal Celebrations

The holiday season is upon us and with the new season comes many activities 
and church celebrations. This edition of The Tower Bell provides news and events 
of the season and beyond for all ages!

Baptisms
Connor Gregory

son of Chris & Krista Jamrose
Maelee Rew

daughter of Nick & Kylene Jeffers
Nathan Michael

son of Caitlin & Matt Koehler
Betty Rosalie 

daughter of Leanne & Matthew 
McMahon

Cora Evelyn 
daughter of Garth & Sarah Swanson

Feed My Starving Children
Saturday, December 22
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
This holiday season, the Children and Family 
Work Area invite you to take a moment from 
the hustle and bustle of preparing for Christmas to serve in a ministry of giving 
to others in need at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. This Christian 
organization runs high-energy sessions where we pack food for the neediest 
children around the world.
Everyone from church is invited to sign-up to serve in this special ministry. 
Register online at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora (fmsc.org) with our 
church code – B7K4KV. There will also be sign ups in the Parlor following 
services in early December. Please join us for this fulfilling event. Please plan to 
arrive by 9:15 a.m. so that we may be ready to work at 9:30. Sorry, no children 
under age 5. 

In Memoriam

New Members
Sherri Aufderheide

Nancy Jacobsen
Jenny and Kelly Knitter

Jason and Sandy Mitchell
Jennifer Robinson

Sarah Swanson

Louise Alkire
October 3, 2018
William Baittie

October 28, 2018
Mary Lynne Marquess

August 26, 2018
Betty Olson

November 6, 2018
William Schaffert III

October 28, 2018
Margaret Thompson

August 27, 2018

The PADS Giving Tree is in the parlor. Gifts for PADS 
families will be collected throughout December.  
Thank you so much for your generosity and support 
with our ChildServ and People's Resource Center Giving 
Tree collection in November!

The Giving Tree

The ornaments that adorn our tree in 
the Sanctuary are called Chrismons, 
a name derived from combining 
the words Christ and monogram. 
Chrismons, the monograms of 
Christ, are interdenominational in 
design and are simple copies of early 
Christian symbols. All Chrismons 
are made in either white or gold 
or in combination of these two 
colors. White is the liturgical color 
of Christmas and it also suggests 
the purity and perfection of Jesus 
Christ. Gold symbolizes the glory 
and majesty of God and the Son of 
God as derived from Biblical usage. 
Sometimes for emphasis, certain 
Chrismons will have a touch of 
color. Red is used to remind us of 
the blood Christ shed for our sins, 

The Chrismon Tree

green for new life, and blue for the 
water used in baptism. The lights are 
white reminding us of the light Christ 
brought into the world when he  
was born.
May you find the peace of God and 
joy in His Word as you view these 
reminders of His love for all.
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Sunday Winter Worship Service Schedule
Advent, the season of waiting and preparing room in our hearts for the Gift of Christ, begins on Sunday, December 2. All 
three of our services will mark the season with Advent candle lighting; Sanctuary and Chapel decorations with Advent 
banners and greenery; and special music inviting us into this wonderful time. We will then share in the wonder that 
is Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Christ followed by the commemoration of the coming of the Magi to the holy 
family through the season of Epiphany.

December 2 – The First Sunday of Advent
8:15 a.m. service in the Chapel
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
We will receive the gift of the Christmas Cantata, Caroling Around the World 
A family service featuring carols from around the globe presented by the 
Chancel Choir, Children's Choirs, John Smoke, and guest instrumentalists.

December 9 – The Second Sunday of Advent – 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.
Messy Church is at 11:00 a.m.

December 16 – The Third Sunday of Advent – 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m. The Chapel Choir presents their annual Christmas Concert in the
Sanctuary. 

December 18 – Blue Christmas service
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
For many, especially those who have lost a loved one, or are in other times 
of struggle, the Christmas season is difficult. This special Blue Christmas 
service will include time for reflection, remembering those we hold in our 
hearts, and hearing the promise of comfort, hope, and peace that Christmas 
proclaims. All are welcome.

December 23 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent - 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.
The Worship Band will join us at 9:30 a.m.

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services  – 4:00, 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 p.m.
See more information about our special Christmas Eve services on the back 
cover of this Tower Bell.

December 30 – The First Sunday after Christmas  – One service at 10:00 a.m. 
Please note: There is no 8:15 a.m. service.

January 6 – Epiphany Sunday  – 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We will celebrate the Light of Christ that 
has come into the world. The Worship Band will join us at 9:30 a.m.

We invite you and your family to join us for these joyous, seasonal celebrations!

Sunday, February 3
before and after the 
10:00 a.m. service
Be sure to make 
plans to stop by the 
gym before or after 
the 10:00 a.m. worship service. We'll 
continue in fellowship and enjoy 
a Pancake Breakfast. The proceeds 
benefit a variety of youth activities 
throughout the year. 

Pancake Breakfast —
Save the Date!  

Help us to brighten the 
sanctuary this Christmas 

by purchasing a beautiful 
poinsettia!

There are envelopes in the pews to be 
used for ordering poinsettias. If you 
would like to purchase a plant for 
$15, please fill out the information on 
the front of the envelope and enclose 
a check. 

Brighten the Sanctuary with a Poinsettia
If you would like your plant to be 
in memory or honor of someone, 
please indicate that person(s) on the 
envelope. Place your order in the 
offering plate on Sunday or bring it to 
the church office.
Please note that all orders are due by 
Sunday, December 16.

Advent Wreath Lighting 
Volunteers Needed

Individuals or families are needed 
to light the candles on the Advent 
wreath at all three services on 
Sunday mornings as well as read 
the scripture. This is a great way to 
volunteer at Christmas time. Visit 
the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex if you would 
like to help. Contact Sheila in the 
church office at 630.968.7120 with 
any questions.
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Music

If you were in worship at 10:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 28, you were treated 
to music from all of our choirs at our 
Choir Dedication Sunday service. It 
was a wonderful morning of singing 
from 3 and 4 year old Angels; 5 – 7 
year old Cherubs; 8 – 10 year old 
Choristers; junior high youth; high 
school youth; and adults; along with 
our ringers. It is always an inspiring 
morning to see so many people 
involved in the music program here at 
DGFUMC.
There are musical programs to enjoy 
before and during advent. Please enjoy 
the Christmas Spirit by experiencing 
some lovely music at church. 
On Saturday, November 17, our bell 
choirs rang in the Advent season with 
their annual Christmas program, 
Hanging of the Handbell Greens. 
Attendees were treated to sparkling 
handbell music including The Twelve 

Sunday, December 2
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Gather your friends and families 
and come enjoy the Chancel Choir 
Christmas Cantata, Caroling Around 
the World, on Sunday, December 2. 
We open our hearts to familiar and 
new carols from 20 countries featuring 
vocal and instrumental soloists with 
the Chancel Choir.
Rev. John Smoke, our Christian 
Education Director, will lead the 
global tour for children, and projection 
designs will enhance our music 
without borders.
The 55-voice Chancel Choir and guest 
orchestra will be conducted by Ms. 
Diane Hires.

Caroling Around the World — The Christmas Cantata

Days of Christmas, Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas, and Sing We Now of 
Christmas.
This Christmas, our choirs will share 
the ministry of music throughout the 
season as our Chancel Choir presents 
their annual Cantata on December 2 
and the Chapel Choir performs their 
annual concert on December 16. On 
Christmas Eve, our Angel, Cherub and 

Chorister Choirs share the Christmas 
story at our 4:00 p.m. service; our 
Connection Choir leads our 7:00 p.m. 
service; our Chancel Choir is featured 
at the 9:00 p.m.; with the Chapel 
Choir at the 11:00 p.m. traditional 
candlelight services. We hope you 
are able to share in these musical 
celebrations! 
As a start to the Advent season:

 Oh, come, let us adore him!

Chapel Choir  
Christmas 
Concert
Sunday, December 16
4:00 p.m.
Please join the Chapel 
Choir as they present 
their Christmas Concert A Little Bit 
of Hope. This program of uplifting 
holiday sounds will be directed 
by Nick Loos and accompanied by 
Kevin Zehme.
Admission is free, but donations are 
sincerely appreciated. All money 
raised supports the Chapel Choir 
program and their Spring Break Tour 
to Dallas this year.  
We encourage you to spread the 
word and invite family, friends, and 
neighbors to hear some wonderful 
holiday music. 
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Help Us to 
Help You!

The Lunch Bunch, a lively group 
of senior citizens, meet the second 
Wednesday of every month for fun, 
fellowship, and good food. Join us! 
Wednesday, December 13 at 12:30 p.m. 
Jameson's Charhouse
1001 W. 75th Street, Woodridge
We will meet at 11:30 a.m. at the
Flory residence in Downers Grove to 
view Rich's model train set-up.
Please see the GuideBook and 
Directory for their address.   
Wednesday, January 9 at 11:30 a.m. 
Gong Ho Resturant
301 W. Ogdon Ave., Westmont
January 23, 2019 – Planning Meeting
Wednesday, February 13 at 11:30 a.m. 
Downers Delight Restaurant                     
401 75th Street, Downers Grove
The sign-up sheet for these events 
is in the parlor between worship   
services. All seniors are welcome! 
If you have questions or need a 
ride, please call Bonnie Lehman at 
630.308.2259 or call the church office.

We are currently looking for people 
to fill the following important roles:
Ushers – Each Sunday, our helpful 
ushers greet us and help in a 
variety of ways during our services. 
Ushers work the same service (9:30 
or 11:00 a.m.) each week for one 
month, every three months.
Parking Lot Attendants – We are 
looking for additional volunteers 
to help staff our parking lot on 
Sunday morning.
Please contact Dave Donahue, 
Worship Work Area Chair, for 
details about these roles. Your gift 
of service makes an important 
difference to our congregation!

Worship Volunteer 
Opportunities

Worship

Opportunities to Give and Share

Are you 
looking for an 
opportunity 
to volunteer at 
the church? We are currently looking 
for help in the office answering 
phones and helping with projects 
during our office hours (9:00 a.m. 
– 2:00 p.m.) and help taking down 
tables and chairs after Wednesday 
night dinners (at 6:30 p.m.). If you are 
interested, please call the office or ask 
a staff member to find out more.

DuPagePADS Volunteer 
Help Needed
We are looking for regular or 
occasional volunteers to help in 
serving PADS Tuesday evenings and 
Wednesday mornings with set up or 
clean up. If you would like to help, 
please contact Sheila in the church 
office at 630.968.7120.

DuPagePADS Coat Drive
We are collecting winter coats (ma-
chine washable ONLY please) in all 
sizes for the PADs clients served by 
our church. Please donate your gen-
tly-used clean coats to help our PADS 
clients keep warm during the winter. 
Coats can be placed in the box in the 
parlor in December or brought to the 
office throughout the winter season. 

Looking for a Good Place to 
Eat a Home-cooked Meal?
Join us at 
church on 
Wednesday, 
December 19 
for a delicious 
meal. Dinner is 
served from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. The family 
meal is prepared by the cooking 
team of Don Safford, Bill Chalberg, 
and Susan Newman. The food is 
always awesome and the fellowship is 
fantastic. Cost is only $6 a meal...the 
great fellowship is free! Please email 
John Smoke at john@dgfumc.org to 
register or you may pay that day. 

Thank you to all 
who participated in 
photos for the new 
pictorial directory. 
The response has 
been wonderful! A few picture times 
are still available in early December. 
If you would like to have your photo 
taken, visit the church website at 
dgfumc.org for online sign-up or stop 
by the membership table in the parlor 
after worship to schedule a time! 
Pictures of our church family are 
such a great way to put names with 
faces to get to know each other better!

Pictorial Directory 
Photo Times Availables

Putting Faith Into Action — 
Members of this year's confirmation 
class joined the special S.O.S. 
(Share Our Skills) work day at  
Berry UMC this fall. Thank you to 
everyone who helped!
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Help Create a Sunny Future by Supporting Local Clean Energy

It is soon time to register your 
child for the First United Methodist 
Preschool for the 2019 – 2020 school 
year. Our preschool is for children 
who will be either 3 or 4 years old by 
September 1, 2019. Classes meet on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
mornings or afternoons from early 
September to mid-May. 
You can register on Sunday, 
December 2 from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
and on Tuesday, December 4 from 
3:00 – 3:30 p.m. in Room 101. A 
$100.00 non-refundable registration 

Preschool Registration Opens for 2019-2020
fee and completed application are 
required to secure a space. This 
registration is for church members 
who have taken the Membership 
Class and joined First United 
Methodist Church. Open registration 
for the general public and non 
church members begins Tuesday, 
January 9, 2019 from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  
A certified copy of your child's  birth 
certificate is now required by the 
Department of Child and Family 
Services. If you have any questions, 
please contact Nancy Bifulco at 

630.968.7120, ext. 215 or by email at 
nancy@dgfumc.org. Classroom visits 
may be arranged by appointment. 

As the recent U.N. report on climate 
change illustrates, we can’t wait to 
reduce carbon emissions, and we need 
to do more than switch to energy-
efficient light bulbs. It can be easy to 
feel helpless in the face of these global 
problems — but thankfully, there are 
solutions, and you can help them get 
implemented in DuPage County.
Renewable energy, like solar and wind 
power, is one way that we can build a 
healthier, safer world by transitioning 
off our reliance on the fossil fuels that 
are fueling climate change. These 
technologies have come far in the 
past couple decades and have become 
very affordable in recent years. 
Wind and solar use is now growing 
exponentially. In 2016, according to 
the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
solar panel installer was the top 
fastest-growing occupation in the 
country, with wind turbine technician 
coming in second place. It’s clear that 
clean energy is taking off! 
In Illinois, we have the benefit of a 
groundbreaking new state law, called 
the Future Energy Jobs Act (FEJA), 
which offers incentives and training 
for communities to embrace solar and 

energy efficiency measures. This law 
makes us a leader in the country in 
advancing renewable energy while 
providing economic benefits and 
green jobs. For more info on FEJA, 
visit ilcleanjobs.org.
From North Central College, which 
uses rooftop solar power to help meet 
the energy needs of several campus 
buildings, to the DuPage Unitarian 
Universalist Church, which powered 
up its own array of solar panels earlier 
this year, many DuPage County 
institutions are turning to solar energy 
to save money on their electric bills 
while being good stewards of the 
planet. However, municipalities have 
many items on their plates, and village 
leaders often don’t realize how cost-
effective clean energy is or know that 
incentives are available through the 
state FEJA law. 
A new group known as the DuPage 
Clean Energy Coalition (DCEC) is 
working to raise awareness about 
opportunities to move to renewable 
energy and smart energy use in 
DuPage County. They’re collecting 
signatures on “clean energy petition 
postcards” so residents can unite in 

telling their village leaders that they 
want to see more clean power like 
solar. The postcards will ultimately 
be submitted to local decision makers 
in each village or town to show that 
people want their community to make 
the transition to clean energy. Follow 
the DCEC on Facebook to learn more.
The DGFUMC Environmental 
Stewardship Work Area is supporting 
these efforts by collecting signed 
postcards to be submitted to your 
village leadership. Watch for our 
table in the parlor on a future 
Sunday, or you can contact Vera 
Miller at VeraMiller83@gmail.com. 
Together, we can act locally on climate 
change, improve quality of life in 
our communities, and make a big 
difference for our amazing world. 
To learn more about solar power and 
the state FEJA law, visit the Illinois 
Solar Energy Association at www.
illinoissolar.org. 

— Vera Miller, Member
Environmental Stewardship Committee
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Trustees

Financial Update

The Trustees are responsible for 
operating, maintaining, repairing, and 
improving this old building, plus two 
parsonages, which together require a 
lot of upkeep. The sanctuary and main 
building are about 90 years old. The 
education wing and chapel are about 
50 years old. The parsonage buildings 
are about 60 and 50 years old.
The Property portion of our annual 
budget is about $177,000. That sounds 
like a lot of money, but that amount 
is barely enough to cover the bills for 
electricity, natural gas, water, sewage, 
snow plowing, cleaning, and routine 
maintenance on all of our many boilers, 
air conditioners, roofs, etc. And, that 
amount is certainly not enough to 
cover necessary repairs and functional 
improvements.
Without an adequate property 
budget, we have had to tap into the 
Endowment Fund (as approved by the 
Administrative Council and the Board 
of Gifts and Bequests) to pay for most 
of our major repairs and improvements in 
the past two years.
In 2017, we painted the entire 
sanctuary ($23,000), replaced five air 
conditioning units ($55,000), re-paved 
the East half of the West parking 
lot ($45,000), and replaced the West 
entry windows ($50,000). In 2018, we 

installed a Wi-Fi system throughout 
the church ($16,000) and we just 
recently had to replace the compressor 
on the Chapel air conditioner ($9,000). 
We recently obtained approval from 
the Ad Council and BGB to use another 
$60,000 from the Endowment Fund for 
our current round of required repairs:  

• Caulking and tuck-pointing the 
North stairwell exterior

•	Cleaning and repairing damage to 
the breezeway caused by the fire

•	Replacing a leaking section of 
steam pipe in the gym

•	Repairing a leak from the prayer 
garden into the lower level near 
the gym

•	Replacing sinks and toilets in the 
preschool bathrooms

•	Repaving the North parking lot.
We still have a lot more work to do, 
and the Endowment Fund can’t cover 
everything. 
This congregation has always come 
through in times of need, when we’ve 
needed to repair or replace something,  
but that is not the best way to run 
things. Also, we’re pretty sure you get 
tired of us asking for money every 
time something breaks. And, believe 
me, we find it uncomfortable to ask 
again and again.

Ideally, we would like to include some 
funds in the budget for modest repairs 
and improvements. Some things on 
our “To Do List” that are not yet 
funded include the following:
•	Caulking and tuck-pointing the 

Education wing
•	Repairing or replacing the fence 

around the North parking lot
•	Replacing the sanctuary radiators
•	Redecorating the parlor
•	Replacing the roof for the 

Education wing and the Chapel 
(you will be hearing more about 
the roofs next year).

Increasing the Property portion of 
the budget to about $200,000 would 
give us some much needed flexibility 
to do what we are charged to do as 
Trustees. But, that’s not going to 
happen without an increase in your 
contributions, because the budget is 
already tight. 
So please, help us do our job of taking 
care of these fine buildings for you by 
contributing generously to the annual 
giving campaign.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees —
Thank you!                     — Mark Pitstick

DGFUMC has accomplished much 
during the 2018 year as you can read in 
the article from Mark Pitstick (above). 
We have so many blessings and a very 
generous congregation. However, as 
of October 31, 2018, we are running a 
little behind budgeted revenues.
In order to meet our annual goals, 
we will need to finish “Meeting our 
Ministries” by raising $30,000 with our 

Christmas offering (last year we raised 
$20,000). Look for the Christmas letter 
coming by mail in the next few weeks 
and information in worship and our 
weekly emails. 
If you have 
any questions 
or need help 
making online 
or other types 
of offerings, 
please contact 
Carolyn Donnelly at carolyn@dgfumc.
org or 630.968.7120, ext 208.

Giving

We are 86% of the way to our pledge 
goals for the 2019 campaign; we 
have $123,500 left to raise. If you 
still need to turn 
in your pledge 
commitment 
cards, please do 
so as soon as 
possible. Pledge 
Commitment 
cards are available 
in the pews, on 
the narthex tables, 
on the giving tab of the church website, 
or you may just email the information 
to Carolyn Donnelly at carolyn@
dgfumc.org or 630.968.7120, ext 208.

Time to Turn in Your 
2019 Commitment Cards

$840,000 

Current 

$716,500 (86%) 
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United Methodist Women

Sunday, February 10
9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Parlor
The UMW will 
host their annual 
holiday fundraiser Bake Sale on 
Sunday, February 10. Plan to stop 
by to purchase some tasty baked 
goods provided by our many Circle 
members. As always, the proceeds go 
toward mission projects, both local 
and global, supported by United 
Methodist Women. Your support is 
appreciated. We will again provide 
the baked goods in smaller packages, 
what we call “Grab & Go” so you can 
choose many items to share with your 
family and friends. 

UMW Bake Sale

Positions Available in UMW

United Methodist Women Christmas Tea
Tuesday, December 11
6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
All women 
of our church 
are invited 
to attend 
the annual 
Christmas 
Tea on 
Tuesday, 
December 11 
at 6:30 p.m. Hosted by the Sarah and 
Rachel Circles, the tea will feature a 
tasty buffet of fruit, cheese, crackers, 
and cookies. The evening highlight is 

a holiday program featuring a musical 
performance from the Chamber 
Singers and Treble Ensemble from the 
Downers Grove South High School 
Choir program. 
A great evening is in store for us so 
make plans to attend. If you are in 
need of a ride that evening, please 
contact either Shelly Davenport 
at 630.512.0370; our Outreach 
Coordinator, Wendy Nystrom, at 
630.330.0581; or your circle coordinator 
and a ride will be arranged for you. 
Join us as we enjoy the holiday spirit 
and share in fellowship with other 
women in our church.

Our UMW will be needing to fill a few 
positions for 2019. If you are interested 
in serving in any of these positions or 
need more information, please contact 
Shelly Davenport, UMW president 
at sdavenportarch@gmail.com or 
630.512.0370.
We hope you consider becoming 
involved with UMW to work with 
dedicated women to our help promote 
the UMW missions for women and 
children. The following positions are 
available:
Secretary — Takes minutes at 
leadership team meetings (only four 
times a year, on the first Thursday 
at 9:00 a.m. in February, May, 
September, and December). Also may 
handle correspondence for UMW.
Publicity Chair  — The person is 
responsible for maintaining the UMW 
bulletin board with information and 
event notifications and also articles 
for the Weekly Word (bulletin), FUMC 
Happenings (weekly email) and 

Thank you to those who supported 
the Panera fundraiser on October 23. 
It was great to see everyone! We also 
appreciate those who stopped in the 
Parlor on Sundays in August to color 
a quilt square (see photo above for a 
few completed squares hung on the altar 
during Children's Sabbath). The squares 
will be made into a quilt and given to 
the Cunningham Children’s Home in 
Champaign, IL, an organization that  
provides expert care to help kids learn 
positive coping and behavioral skills, 
achieve realistic academic goals, and 
develop the life skills necessary to be 
successful community members. 

UMW Thanks to All

quarterly Tower Bell. Articles are not 
weekly, just as events take place.
Coordinator for Social Action — Help 
the UMW choose one priority social 
action issue each year. This individual 
helps to lead our UMW in actions for 
the betterment of women and children 
throughout the world.
Stay Connected — Keep in Touch! 
United Methodist Women Website: 
unitedmethodistwomen.org 
UMW Mission Resources Website: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/
resources 
FUMCUMW Website: dgfumc.org/
fellowship/umw 
UMC General Board of Church and 
Society Faith in Action Website: 
umc-gbcs.org/site/c.frLJK2PKLqF/
b.2798475/k.7A8F 
Faith in Action.htm Facebook: Our 
group is called United Methodist 
Women of DGFUMC. Find us and ask 
to join, then invite your friends.
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Often times the holiday season can overwhelm us. With all the frenzy 
surrounding shopping and sales, it is hard to remain focused on the true 
purpose of Christmas: God's gift to us, Jesus Christ. DGFUMC offers the 
following gift giving opportunities to help you experience a more peaceful and 
purposeful Christmas time.

UPAVIM
Once again the 
Missions, Justice 
and Community 
Work Area (MJC) 
will host the 
Alternative Gift Fair during Advent. 
We are offering the beautiful crafts 
handmade by the artisans of the 
UPAVIM (United for a Better Life) 
cooperative in Guatemala. Choose 
from a large selection of jewelry, 
Christmas ornaments, kitchen 
accessories, and much more to delight 
your family and friends and make a 
difference in our world. When you 
purchase these crafts you empower 
the women of La Esperanza in 

Alternative Gift Fair

Giving a gift card can sometimes 
be a way to simplify our Christmas 
shopping list. Stop by the Purchase 
With a Purpose table on Sunday 
mornings in the parlor to place 
an order or buy from our regular 
inventory of cards including those 
pictured to the right and Downers 
Grove Downtown Dollars. Orders will 
be placed weekly through December 
16 making it more convenient as 
the holiday approaches to get that 
last minute gift card for someone. 
There are many gift cards in small 
denominations that make great 
stocking stuffers.
At this busy time of year, take 
advantage of the convenience of 
ordering online from home with our 
provider: shopwithscrip.com. You can 
buy your usual gift cards and pick 

Purchase With A Purpose

Christmas Gift Giving From the Heart

them up on Sunday, buy a gift card by 
email or even re-load money onto a 
card already purchased. If you would 
like an account it will take a few 
days to set up so email Ina Osborn at 
inamairi@mac.com to begin.
The Benefit Mobile APP for your 
smart phone continues to be a very 
convenient way to buy gift cards as 
and when you need them. Download 
the APP, register with First United 
Methodist Downers Grove, Purchase 
With A Purpose, and set up your bank 
account for direct debit or a credit 
card. Many retailers allow you to buy 
the exact amount of your bill at the 
check out so you never have to carry a 
balance on the card. Regular Amazon 
shoppers can also raise money for 
other organizations of their choice by 
shopping at AmazonSmile.

Guatemala City by giving them an 
opportunity to improve the quality 
of life for themselves and for their 
families through access to education, 
employment opportunities, health care 
services and programs for personal 
and professional development. 
Heifer
Heifer International works with 
communities to find sustainable 
solutions to end world hunger and 
poverty. In the past, many of you 
have donated to Heifer's Living Gift 
program and some will recall the 
plaques that hang in the west stairwell 
recognizing DGFUMC for a high level 
of donations. This Advent season, 

MJC will partner with John Smoke to 
Fill the Ark in the hopes of once again 
reaching an impressive level of giving 
in our congregation. To learn more, 
come talk to MJC in the parlor about 
chickens this holiday season! 
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One of the major responsibilities of 
MJC is to encourage the congregation 
to support additional giving, beyond 
their pledge. This is done through the 
Easter and Thanksgiving offerings, 
which provide the majority of our 
budget to do our outreach each 
year. We can all be proud that these 
offerings support the following 
organizations and outreach activities.
One focus of our giving is 
participating in the Northern Illinois 
Conference Rainbow Covenant 
program. The first step in being 
considered a Rainbow Covenant 
church, is to pay our apportionments 
in full. Then, we are asked to 
support six areas of giving: Global, 
Emergency Relief Projects, US-based 
groups, Northern Illinois Conference 
Groups, District groups, and GBGM 
Missionary support. Each organization 
in each of the six areas are vetted by 
the Northern Illinois Conference.
Last year, our Global support went 
to Grace Children’s Hospital and 
Pediatric Clinic in Haiti, Mujila Falls 
Agricultural Research and Training 
Center in Zambia, Pan-African Rural 
Health & Social Services in Sierra 
Leone, and Solar Oven Partners, in 
Dominican Republic.

Missions, Justice and 
Community Outreach 

Thanks For Giving
Our Disaster Relief giving went to 
Global Refugee/Migration Response 
through UMCOR, Bread for the 
World, Church World Service blanket 
program, and an undesignated gift to 
UMCOR. An additional contribution 
was made to UMCOR for disaster 
relief after the U.S. hurricanes.  
Financial support was given to four 
GBGM Missionaries, including in 
Cambodia, Malawi, and Zambia.
US-based missions we support are 
Caretakers of God’s creation, UMVIM-
North Central Jurisdiction, and Tree of 
Life Ministry, in Pierre, South Dakota. 
Northern Illinois Conference support 
went to so many worthwhile 
organizations. Specific programs within 
the Aurora District include Bridge 
Communities and JUST of DuPage.
We also support organizations within 
our community that are not part of the 
Rainbow Covenant, but serve many 
in our community. They are Hope’s 
Front Door, Senior Home Sharing, 
Community Adult Day Center, Family 
Shelter Services, Sharing Connections, 
People’s Resource Center, Literacy 
DuPage, NIC Annual Conference 
Bishop’s Appeal, Watts of Love, and 
World Relief.

We also used our funds to distribute 
gift cards to Lester, Indian Trail, 
Puffer, Highland, and El Sierra 
elementary school principals 
to provide healthy snacks and 
emergency supplies to low-income 
students. It's been a great year! 

— Angela Loveless, Chair,  
Mission, Justice, and Community

Thank You to the 2018 Crop Walk 
Participants
Front Row: Shane Sanhamel, Ryan 
Sanhamel, Megan Nystrom, Angela 
Loveless, Axel Thornton, Dana 
Murphy, Lenore Pitstick, Anna 
Loveless. Second Row: Pam Sanhamel, 
Tanya Thornton, Barbara Pickett, 
Caroline Pleune, Linda Main, 
Cindi Roselieb, Ina Osborn, Pennie 
Crinion, Jill Blair-Smith, Kathleen 
Schultz Third Row: Sarah Demink, 
Mark Pitstick, Owen Nystrom, John 
Loveless, John Smoke, Brett Smoke 
Not Pictured: Ray Osborn, David 
Sandfort, and photographer Don 
Safford.

We are partnering with the Downers 
Grove/Woodridge Chamber of 
Commerce to provide
information about our church to 
the community. The Chamber of 
Commerce sends out a welcome 
package to all new homeowners 
that contains fliers, coupons, and 
more from local businesses and 
organizations. Our information is 
now also included in this package. 

Membership Ministry 
As a participant in this program, 
our church is listed in their Resource 
Guide and Business Directory mailed 
this fall to every household. We will 
also be listed on the Chamber630.com 
website.
Please drop by the welcome table to 
pick up our business type cards. We 
would like congregation members to 
have these cards in their wallets or 
purses to give to someone who may be 
looking for a church to attend.

Also, don’t forget to check out the 
bulletin board outside the sanctuary 
for new members from 2018.
We are always busy in Membership 
Ministry. Please contact me if you 
would be interested in joining our 
group.

 — Judy Hanley, Chair,
Membership Development Work Area



We are very pleased to announce 
Rev. Wesley Dorr will be joining our 
ministry team 
on December 1 
as the Pastor of 
Youth Ministries. 
Pastor Dorr is a 
2005 graduate 
of Garrett-
Evangelical 
Theological 
Seminary with 
a Masters in 
Divinity and 
a certification 
in Christian Education and Church 
Leadership. He is an ordained deacon 
in full connection with a great passion 
for guiding youth to a deeper faith 
and connecting them with experiences 
that lead to a better understanding 
of social justice through the love of 
Christ.
Pastor Dorr comes to us from United 
Church of Rogers Park UMC where 
he founded the Peace Center of 
Rogers Park and developed an after-
school program and a summer camp 
for the children of the Rogers Park 
Neighborhood. He brings a vast 

knowledge of restorative justice and 
community engagement. Pastor Dorr 

grew up in 
Olive Branch, 
Mississippi 
just outside 
of Memphis, 
Tennessee 
and did his 
undergraduate 
work at 
Mississippi 
State 
University.

He and his wife, Charlotte, have a 
nine-year-old son, Brennan. Pastor 
Dorr enjoys coaching little league 
baseball, bike riding, and watching 
Chicago sports. He especially has a 
love of the White Sox! We are excited 
to welcome Pastor Dorr and his 
family to our congregation, and look 
forward to years of ministry together.
A big thank you to Associate Pastor 
Anna Voinovich for adding youth 
ministries to her responsibilities until 
we could fill the position. 

— Tom Roose, Chair,  
Staff-Parish Relations Committee
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Larry Samora and Rhonda Kral 
were Low Medal Champions at the 
41st Annual Methodist Open Golf 
Tournament held September 22 at the 
Downers Grove Golf Club.  
Sandy Kresl was the United 
Methodist Women Putting Winner 
and Bob Dickey was the United 
Methodist Men Putting Winner. The 
Longest Drives were hit by Dale 
Petrie and Mary Anne O'Connell. 
Tom Olms won the Closest to 
the Pin Contest; Ken Wallenberg 
won the Prediction Contest; Mary 
Anne O'Connell was the Low Net 
Winner; and Bill Kinsella won the 
Frog Trophy. Fourty-seven golfers 
participated in this fun event. 
The 2019 Methodist Open will be 
held September 21 at the Downers 
Grove Golf Club again. Save the Date!

United Methodist Open 
Golf TournamentUnited Methodist Open Golf Tournament

Downers Grove Golf Club
Saturday, September 24, 2011

   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove

Keep In Touch with DGFUMC News and Events
Church Web Site: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
U.S. mailed upon request.
Happenings e-newsletter: Emailed every week.  
U.S. mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:               
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Submission deadline for the 
Spring 2019 Tower Bell is January 22. Scan this QR code with 

your smartphone to go 
directly to dgfumc.org

Welcome to Our New 
Pastor of Youth Ministries

Onward Bound Students Reflect 
at Wesley Woods
Twenty of our Onward Bound 
students went on a retreat to Wesley 
Woods in Williams Bay, WI on  
October 28-29. They spent some time 
talking about the importance of  
prayer and enjoyed God's beauty.  
The Onward Bound class for 7th and 
8th grade students prepares youth  
for confirmation. They meet during 
the school year to discuss various 
aspects of faith in preparation to 
become full members of the church.   

Youth Ministries Welcome!



Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove IL  60515-4848

SUNDAY WORSHIP  
8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

OUR STAFF
Rev. Claude R. King, Sr., Senior Pastor
Rev. Anna Voinovich, Associate Pastor
Rev. John Smoke, Director of  
        Children & Family Ministries
Rev. Wesley Dorr, Pastor of Youth Ministries 
          

630.968.7120
Website: dgfumc.org
Email: dgfumc@dgfumc.org

Christmas Eve Services — Monday, December 24
4:00 p.m. – Family Service

A worship celebration specially geared for children, with music 
provided by the Angel, Cherub, and Chorister Choirs. Rev. John 
Smoke will provide the message.

7:00 p.m. –  A Family Christmas Service
A family service featuring the Connection Choir. The message will be 
given by Pastor of Youth Ministries, Rev. Wesley Dorr. This service 
will include Holy Communion and a candlelight carol-sing.

9:00 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chancel Choir and a   
candlelight carol-sing.

10:15 – 10:45 p.m. – Holy Communion
Christmas Eve communion, served by Pastor Claude and Pastor Anna, 
in a come-and-go style in the Chapel.

11:00 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chapel Choir and a 
carol-sing to greet the first moments of Christmas morning.

Tuesday, December 18
7:00 p.m. 
A Blue Christmas service in the 
Chapel with time for reflection and 
remembering those we hold in our 
hearts with Pastor Anna. 

Sunday, December 23
Services: 8:15, 9:30, & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, December 30, 2018 
One service: 10:00 a.m.
Please note there is no 8:15 a.m. 
service.

Sunday, January 6, 2019
The Season of Epiphany Begins
We will celebrate the Light of 
Christ that has come into the world. 
Services will be held at the regular 
times of 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.

Special Christmas Services


