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Fifth Sunday in Lent



Thought for the Day
“Love is a combination of care, commitment, knowledge, responsibility, respect, and trust.”

     – bell hooks
Prelude      8:30   Allegretto                Louis Vierne
           10:00   Partita on Lyons         George Brandon
      Let us assume an attitude of worship during the prelude.

Gathering Tolling of the Church Bell
  Words of Welcome and Announcements
    Please sign and pass the Friendship Register at the end of the pew.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

*Call to Worship
In the buds on the trees eager to burst;
in the flowers poking their heads out of the dirt;
in the children chalking spring on the sidewalks:
we see how you love us, God of steadfast love.
In the tears of a worried father over his son’s illness;
in the weariness of a mother facing a long shift at work;
in the woman who anoints her grandbaby with talcum powder:
we see how you love us, our Resurrection and our Life.
In the touch of a wife on her spouse’s papery skin;
in the birds which rush into the sky before spiraling down;
in the words we are given to offer to the empty-hearted:
we see how you love us, Breath of our souls. 
                    – Thom Shuman

*Hymn # 420 Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Opening Prayer
Holy One, we gather today as people who know intimately the beauty of life and 
the sorrow death. Hold us close to you and teach us to care for one another. In all 
stages of life and death we are yours and we are one. May we challenge death-
dealing forces whenever possible and be there to offer new life and hope when 
it feels most distant. Thank you God, for showing us that even when it seems 
impossible, there is a way. Amen!

The Lord’s Prayer   Hymnal #895

10:00  A Moment for Children                 Pastor John
Children are welcome to come forward or gather around the screen at home to share in this 
special time. Afterwards, preschool through sixth graders may go with the Sunday school 
teachers. Children may be picked up in the second floor classrooms (rooms 212–218) 
following the service.



Community Prayers

*Reading of the Holy Scripture — John 11:1–45 (see red Holy Bible in pews for complete 
scripture passage)

38 Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone covered the entrance. 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead four 
days.”
40 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” 41 So they 
removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. 42 I know 
you always hear me. I say this for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will 
believe that you sent me.” 43 Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his face 
covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.”
45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in 
him.

10:00 Anthem   Stand By Me              Charles Albert Tindley, 1905
       Grant Sahr, guest director       arr. Moses Hogan

Sermon              “Roll Away the Stone”    Pastor Andi

Offertory         8:30   Largo in the Style of Handel              Otto Barblan
            10:00  His Eye is on the Sparrow         Charles Gabriel
           arr. Jack Schrader

*Doxology      Hymnal #95

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn # 178  Hope of the World

*Benediction

*Postlude      8:30  Toccata              Auguste Larriu
           10:00 Basse et Dessus de Trompette   Louis Nicolas Clerambault

Please rise as you are able. 
Notes: Bold text indicates congregational response. Hymnal refers to the red hymnal in the pew holders. 
Hearing assistance devices are available at the back of the sanctuary and in the balcony from the ushers.
Please note that the 10:00 a.m. worship service is being recorded and livestreamed on YouTube.
  CCLI # 2894634    Livestreaming #13815

The flowers on the altar today are given today in honor of Joanne Colby’s 90th birthday with 
love from the Colby/Donnelly family.

The flowers on the altar today are given in honor of Jim and Kathy Gracey’s 40th wedding 
anniversary.



Visit dgfumc.org for all the latest news and 
events. Follow us on facebook.com/dgfumc. 

Give online at dgfumc.org/giving. 

Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4848

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, March 26
  8:30 am – Worship Service – Chapel
10:00 am – Worship Service – Sanctuary
Monday, March 27
  7:00 pm – Sarah Circle Meeting – Rm 213
Thursday, March 30
  5:30 pm – Community Kitchen Dinner – CH
  7:30 pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – FH
Next Sunday, April 2 – Palm Sunday
  8:30 am – Worship Service – Chapel
10:00 am – Worship Service – Sanctuary
  CH – Chapel Hall   FH – Fellowship Hall   YR – Youth Room

Assisting in Our Services Today
Music   8:30  Elizabeth Vaughan, Chapel Organist
 10:00  Diane Hires, Chancel Choir Director
            Pattie Barnes, Sanctuary Organist
Lay Readers  8:30  Joan VanOrder, Pete Wildman
          10:00  LeeAnn Clark, Caryl Safford,  
        and friends
Audio-Visual Jim Gracey, Tom Lykins, Sam Brockway

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join the Bucket Brigade
If you picked up an empty bucket, please return the 
filled buckets to the parlor on Sunday, March 26 or 
April 2. MJC members will coordinate the delivery 
to families served by Bridge Communities, People’s 
Resource Center, and Sharing Connections.

Easter Flower Orders Due
Wednesday, March 29

Each year, beautiful flowering plants decorate the 
altar on Easter Sunday. This year, orders are due 
Wednesday, March 29. To purchase plants, please 
fill out the order envelopes in the pews and enclose a 
check. You may indicate if you would like the flowers 
in memory of or in honor of someone. Place your 
order in the offering plate on Sunday. You may also 
pay online through the giving tab on the website at 
dgfumc.org/giving.

Peals of Adoration Worship Presentation
Sunday, April 16; 10:00 a.m.

Our handbell musicians invite you to celebrate a 
joyful program of uplifting anthems and historic 
hymn tunes. These are wonderfully set in imagina-
tive and colorful ways. We will all join in ringing and 
singing together on When in Our Music God is 
Glorified and The Church's One Foundation. Join 
us for a Sunday of memorable music and worship!

Glow-in-the Dark Easter Egg Hunt
Friday, April 7; 8:30 p.m.

Youth in 7th – 12th grade are invited to enjoy a Glow-
in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt on Friday, April 7 after the 
Good Friday service. Meet in the Youth Room around 
8:30 p.m. Bring a friend and a basket.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8; 9:00 a.m.

Grab your Easter basket and hop on over to hunt for 
eggs! All children ages infant – 6th grade are invited. 
Bring the entire family and a friend to enjoy some 
fellowship. The fun begins in the Sanctuary at     
9:00 a.m. sharp as this event moves fast!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Holy Week Service Schedule
Palm Sunday

April 2
8:30 a.m. in the Chapel

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Online
Maundy Thursday

April 7 at 7:00 p.m. and online
Communion Service

Good Friday
April 8 at 7:30 p.m. and online

Tenebrae Service
Easter Sunday

April 9
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. online also

Explore the Stations of the Cross
Lent is a season of contemplation when we explore 
what the life, death, and resurrection means for us. 
We invite you to stop by the second floor of the church 
anytime until Easter to journey through the Stations 
of the Cross. Each station offers an opportunity to 
explore Jesus’s journey to the cross and what it 
means for us today. The stations start in Room 202 
and you can follow the signs from there.


