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You’ve probably seen it many times — that 
little list of the ways “Children Learn What 
They Live.” It catches my attention every 
now and then when I’m at my daughter’s 
house, where it is tucked on the side of the 
refrigerator, amidst the school program 
reminders, calendar notes, and children’s 
artwork.

“If children live with criticism,” it starts 
out, “they learn to condemn…“if children 
live with shame, they learn to feel guilty…” 
But then it goes on to remind us that, “If 
children live with encouragement, they 
learn confidence;” “if children live with 
sharing, they learn generosity;” and “if 
children live with acceptance, they learn to 
love.”  

As many times as I’ve run across these 
words by Dorothy Law Nolte, their 
message is never old, and each time I re-
read it, I call to mind moments in my day 
when I had the opportunity to either chip 
away at someone’s spirit, or to do or say 
the small thing that would build him or 
her up in love. And, of course, this doesn’t 
apply just to our interactions with children 
— but with all.

We repeat a similar message over and over 
in our worship services when we celebrate 
a baptism. We, as a congregation, promise 
out loud that “we will surround this person 
with a community of love and forgiveness, 
that she/he may grow in service to others.”  

What powerful words! And how endless 
our opportunities to have them shape 
our interactions within the church 
body, as well as in our conversations 
and actions with neighbors beyond the 
church. 

Tucked among many other powerful 
words in our congregation’s Mission/
Vision/Values statement are these 
phrases: “we encourage and support 
all of God’s children and celebrate our 
life together in Christ…” providing 
“service to our neighbors to express our 
love and faithfulness.” As our spring 
quarter theme puts it, our vision is to be 
“Encouraging One Another in Love.”  

During these next months of our church 
year, we celebrate Holy Week, Easter, 
the outreach of the Chapel Choir Tour, 
special music ministries by our Chancel 
Choir and Children’s Choirs, and the 
love of God expressed through mission 
outreach and environmental projects. We 
will welcome young people as confirmed 
members of the church, and, on 
Pentecost, re-claim that essential story of 
our faith, that the Spirit of God, through 
the love of Christ, is poured out upon 
us. That is the gift that empowers us to 
"encourage one another in love."                 



our lives together
Celebrating Spring Worship Service Schedule
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Baptisms
Savannah Diane Debus

daughter of Rachael & Jake Debus
Finn Miles Koenig

son of Erin Collins & 
Russell Koenig III

During spring, we journey through many different worship seasons as we 
observe the seasons of Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. At DGFUMC, we have 
planned a worship service program through these seasons to help us more 
fully understand and appreciate the life and resurrection of Jesus Christ and his 
impact on our lives today.In Memoriam

Brad Westrup
October 16, 2017
Marilyn Johnson

November 22, 2017
Arnold Zimmerman

December 9, 2017
Larry Jacobsen

December 27, 2017
Marilyn Gillham
January 12, 2018
Eugene Peterson
February 6, 2018

March 25 – Palm Sunday – Together @ 10 Service
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Luke 19:38
We will combine our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services for one 
10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday service. The voices of our Cherub Choir and 
our Chancel Choir will usher in the processional of the palms. Please 
note our 8:15 a.m. service will still be held in the Chapel. 

April 1 – Easter Sunday   
8:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary
The Chapel Choir will lead our music ministry celebrating the resurrection of Christ.

9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services in the Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir, led by Diane Hires, and a Brass Ensemble directed by Pattie Barnes, will perform inspirational music 
glorifying God and the Risen Christ.
In addition to the Chancel Choir, the Angel Choir of 3 and 4 year olds will perform at the 11:00 service.
Pastor Jim will bring the message, A New Life Beyond This Life, at each of the three services based on John 20:11-20.

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord."  John 20:18
Easter Worship Services

Holy Week Services
March 29 – Maundy Thursday Communion Services
12:00, 6:30, and 7:00 p.m.
This is my body, which is given for you. Luke 22:19
At these Maundy Thursday communion services we will commemorate 
the Last Supper when Jesus shared the Passover meal with his disciples 
on the night before he was crucified.
March 30 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
7:30 p.m.
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. Mark 15:37
During this solemn Tenebrae Service, the Chancel Choir will sing 
reflective, somber anthems; we will dim the lights, and candles will 
be extinguished as the last words of Christ are read and His death is 
imminent. The service ends in silence and darkness.
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April 8 – Environmental Stewardship Sunday
The Environmental Stewardship Work Area will host exhibits in the Parlor 
that will help you look at various ways you can become good stewards of  
the Earth.

April 15 – Chancel Choir Cantata – 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir and a 17-piece string orchestra will present their annual 
Spring Cantata, "The Holy Spirit Mass: Together in Hope," composed by Kim 
André Arnesen at the 9:30 & 11:00 services. See page four for details.

April 22 – Confirmation Sunday at 11:00 a.m. worship service
Join us as we welcome our 2018 Confirmands into our church family.

April 29 – Children's Cantata – 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
The Connection, Chorister, and Cherub Choirs present "Let Your Light Shine," 
an assortment of vignettes and songs. See page four for details.

May 6 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
The Chancel Choir will be recognized for their years of service to our music 
ministry at our 11:00 a.m. service.

May 13 – Mothers' Day Sunday
Join us as we recognize all women of our church in the worship service.

May 20 – Pentecost Sunday
The 2018 high school graduates will be recognized at our 9:30 a.m. service.

May 27 – Together @ 10 Service
We will combine our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  
Please note our 8:15 a.m. service will still be held in the Chapel.

Special Spring Worship Services

Summer Worship Hours
Summer worship hours start the 
weekend after Memorial Day and run 
through Labor Day. Please join us each 
Sunday in the sanctuary for worship 
at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. During these 
months, Pattie Barnes, our organist 
and director of handbell ministries, 
coordinates with talented musicians 
from our church and community. 

Saturday, March 31
9:00 a.m.
All children ages 3-12 
are invited to hop on 
over to hunt for eggs 
inside DGFUMC at our 
seventh annual Easter Egg Hunt! Bring 
the entire family and a friend or two 
and enjoy refreshments and fellowship 
following the hunt. The fun begins at 
9:00 a.m. sharp! 

Easter Egg Hunt

Worship

Communion Service 
Communion in Holy Week
Our congregation usually shares 
in Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month. This year, 
Easter Sunday is the first Sunday 
of April, and we will not be 
including Holy Communion in our 
Easter morning services, but will 
offer three communion services on 
Maundy Thursday, March 29, at 
noon, 6:30, and 7:00 p.m. We hope 
you will share in the sacrament 
on Maundy Thursday, as we 
commemorate the Last Supper.

Communion Stewards
We want to thank Mary Lou and 
Julian Gorden, who have served 
as communion stewards for our 
church for well over a dozen years. 
Each month, they have prepared 
the bread and the grape juice for 
us to share on the first Sunday of 
the month as we celebrate Holy 
Communion. As they conclude this 
important, behind-the-scenes gift of 
service, they shared that this work 
has been a true blessing to them.

Would you like to know more 
about this blessing of being a 
communion steward at one or 
more services? If so, please contact 
Pastor Greta or Dave Donahue, 
Worship Chair. Your gift of 
service would make an important 
difference to our congregation.

Are you looking for an opportunity 
to volunteer in our church? We are 
currently looking to fill the following 
important roles:
Communion Coordinator   
responsible for preparing and setting 
up communion elements on the first 
Sunday of each month for the 9:30 
and/or 11:00 a.m. worship services.
Sound Board Support 
responsible for setting up and 
managing the sound board on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m. worship 
services.
Please contact Sheila in the church 
office for details about these roles.

Worship Volunteer 
Opportunities
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Music

Chancel Choir Spring Cantata

As our long days of winter transform 
into days with more sunshine and 
warmer weather and new growth 
and new life begin to emerge, 
know that our choirs have not 
been hibernating and are showing 
renewed energy while we live by 
this quarter’s DGFUMC church 
wide theme: Encourage Love in One 
Another. The choirs have been working 
hard preparing programs for the 
congregation to experience in the 
upcoming months. 

On March 18, the Chapel Choir 
presented their pre-tour concert, “Live 
to Love” at the New Lenox UMC.  
This pre-tour concert previewed the 
music what they presented for their 
week-long spring tour to Savannah, 
Georgia. While in Savannah, the choir 
was hosted by the home church of 
Claire and John Marich who moved 
to Savannah but remain in contact 
with DGFUMC. The choir was on tour 
Saturday, March 24 through Saturday, 
March 31. Their Home Concert will be 
here at DGFUMC in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, April 8 at 4:00 p.m. 

Bring your friends and family to 
hear the Chancel Choir present their 
annual spring cantata on Sunday, 
April 15, at the 9:30 and 11:00 
services. Accompanied by a 17-piece 
string orchestra and guest singers, 
we will enjoy “The Holy Spirit 
Mass: Together in Hope,” a glorious 
and long-awaited new major piece 
composed by Norwegian choral star 
Kim André Arnesen. The work was 
commissioned in commemoration 
of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation. You will not want to 
miss the opportunity to experience 
this magnificent piece!

On April 29 at the 9:30 and 11:00 am 
services, the Cherub, Chorister, and 
Connection Children’s Choirs will be 
presenting their cantata, "Let Your 
Light Shine." Directors Becky Kriz 
and Debbie Phillips are teaching the 
children an assortment of vignettes 
and songs this year. We look forward 
to seeing and hearing what they have 
arranged for us! Please come and 
enjoy the children’s cantata!

The Westminster and Chancel Ringer 
Bell choirs’ Annual Spring Ring will 
be on Saturday, May 19 at 7:00 in 

the evening (See details below). This 
concert is always a wonderful way to 
experience music. 

Our Worship Band will continue to 
present fresh sounds at the 9:30 am 
worship services approximately once 
a month. We thank these dedicated 
volunteers for bringing their joyfull 
music. It’s always uplifting to hear 
them! 

Make plans to join us — all of these 
special music offerings are not to be 
missed!

The Chancel and Westminster Ringers
present their annual spring concert, 
When in Our Ringing, God is Glorified — 
A World Hymn Celebration on Saturday, 
May 19 at 7:00 p.m.
The spring ring will feature handbells, 
pipe organ, instruments, and your 
singing! Come see our 200+ bronze 
bells featuring For All the Saints, The 
Church's One Foundation, When in 
Our Music God is Gloried, How Firm a 
Foundation, and more!
Tickets are $8 in advance; $10 at the 
door. Child care is provided. Contact 
Pattie Barnes at 630.953.0146 or 
pattiebarnes@gmail.com.

When in Our Ringing, God 
is Glorified —  A World 
Hymn Celebration
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Worship

New Senior Pastor Appointed
Jim and Greta McDonald have 
announced that they will be retiring 
at the end of June 2018. We will miss 
them greatly. After knowing this, with 
input from our church, Bishop Sally 
Dyck, District Superintendent Dick 
Wisdom, and the Northern Illinois 
Conference (NIC) Cabinet diligently 
worked to find the next senior pastor 
for our church.

Bishop Dyck and the NIC Cabinet 
have prayerfully discerned that Rev. 
Claude R. King, Sr., be appointed 
to serve as the senior pastor of 
DGFUMC for the following missional 
reasons: excellence in preaching and 
worship, creativity in developing 
outward focused ministry, passionate 
spirituality, and a deep love for God 
and God’s people.

Pastor Claude is an ordained Elder 
and lifelong member of the United 
Methodist Church. He received his 
bachelor’s degree in sociology with 
an emphasis in anthropology from 
Chicago State University. He received 

his master of 
divinity degree 
from Garrett 
Evangelical 
Theological 
Seminary. He has 
served as pastor 
and associate 
pastor at a variety 
of churches 
in Chicago, 
including the 
Chicago Temple, 
in Glen Ellyn, 
and is presently 
serving as pastor of the Olympia 
Fields UMC. Several of these 
appointments were in large multi-
staff churches. He is a practitioner 
in teamwork and a bridge builder as 
head of staff in the local church. 

Pastor Claude also serves on the 
UMC-NIC Board of Ordained 
Ministry. This board is responsible 
for guiding clergy candidates through 
the ordination process, including 
interviewing and recommending all 

New Associate Pastor Announced

candidates who are seeking to be 
fully ordained as ministers in the 
NIC-UMC.  

Pastor Claude is married to 
Denise, a former Chicago Public 
School Head Start teacher. They 
have a son and a daughter. 
Claude, Jr., who has a Master’s 
degree in Marriage and Family 
Therapy, is working at the 
Children’s Research Triangle in 
Chicago. He plans to marry his 
fiancée, Taylor, later this year. 
Ashley, who holds a master’s 

degree in communications and social 
media, has recently worked in the 
overseas marketing department at the 
Walt Disney Studios in Los Angeles.                        

Pastor Claude and Denise are looking 
forward to getting to know the staff, 
leaders, members, families, and friends 
of First UMC, Downers Grove. Pastor 
Claude says, “It is a blessing from 
God to be part of this historic church 
family!”

Bishop Sally Dyck and the Northern 
Illinois Conference (NIC) Cabinet have 
prayerfully discerned 
that Pastor Anna 
Voinovich will serve as 
the associate pastor of 
First UMC of Downers 
Grove DGFUMC 
for the following 
missional reasons: her 
passionate spirituality, 
her gift in meeting 
people where they 
are, her creativity in 
outreach and mission, 
and her experience 
in working on a large 
church staff.

Pastor Anna was recently 
recommended by the NIC Board of 

Ordained Ministry for 
commissioning, and will 
serve as a provisional 
Elder in the United 
Methodist Church. This 
May, she will complete 
her master of divinity 
degree at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological 
Seminary. Previously, 
she received a bachelor’s 
degree in Spanish, with 
minors in educational 
studies and gender 
studies, from Bowling  

          Green State University.

Currently, Pastor Anna is serving as 
a licensed local pastor in a multi-site 
UMC faith community that includes 
El Mesias UMC, Barrington UMC, 
FUMC West Dundee, and Bethel NFC. 
She is passionate about worship that 
invites and inspires us to live out our 
faith every day of the week; justice 
and mission work that unites us with 
all of God’s children in and outside 
of the church building; and faith 
development that helps us grow as 
disciples. 

Pastor Anna is really looking forward 
to getting to know the staff, leaders, 
members, families, and friends of First 
UMC, Downers Grove as their new 
associate pastor.
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congregation has been very supportive 
by collecting buttons, crayons, pop 
can tops, and Box Tops. Thank you for 
your contributions!

We recently added containers for 
collecting old, unused keys and plastic 
bread tags. School and Community 
Assistance for Recycling and 
Composting Education (SCARCE) 
takes the keys to a scrap metal 
recycler who pays them for the metal 
scrap. These funds help support the 
SCARCE environmental education 
programs and book rescue projects. 
SCARCE sends the plastic bread tags 
to a non-profit organization called 
Danielle Cares for Chairs, founded by 
Danielle, a high school junior. This is 
an organization in South Africa that 
collects bread tags to raise funds for 
wheelchairs.

To learn more about SCARCE, check 
out their website at scarce.org or stop 
by their display on Sunday, April 8 
as we celebrate Earth Day here at 
DGFUMC.

Registrations are still being accepted 
for the First United Methodist 
Preschool for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Our preschool is for children 
who will be either 3 or 4 years old by 
September 1, 2018. Classes meet on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
mornings or afternoons from early 
September to mid-May. 
A $100 non-refundable registration 
fee and completed application are 
required to secure a space and a  
certified copy of a birth certificate is 
now required by DCFS. If you have 
any questions, please contact Nancy 
Bifulco at 630.968.7120, ext. 215 or 
nancy@dgfumc.org.

2018-19 Preschool Registration Continues

As the snow melts and the weather 
turns warm, we begin to look for signs 
of spring. At DGFUMC, we invite you 
to take time to check out the Prayer 
Garden located in the courtyard 
between our church buildings. Last 
spring, members of the Environmental 
Stewardship work group cleared out 
invasive plants from this area. During 
the summer months, many new 
plantings with fresh soil, compost, and 
mulch were added. Two rain barrels 
with attached soaker hoses helped the 
seedlings to grow.

This spring and summer, we plan to 
add a few more plants along with 
small signs identifying the many 
species. If you would like to learn 
more about these plants, visit our 
display on Sunday, April 8 as we 
celebrate Earth Day. We will also leave 
a notebook in the church library so 
you can read about the various plants.

Last winter, we added a recycling 
stand and our Earth Flag to our west 
entrance next to the elevator. Our 

Signs of Spring

Several years ago, our church adopted 
a section of St. Joseph Creek located 
about two miles west of our church 
property. On Saturday, May 19 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon, we will 
gather to pick 
up trash along 
the banks as part 
of the DuPage 
River Sweep, in 
partnership with 
The Conservation 
Foundation. 
Please mark your 
calendar! This is a great activity for 
kids to participate in with a parent 
or guardian. You will need to bring 
waterproof boots, or shoes that you 
don’t mind getting muddy, and work 
gloves. Tools, water, and snacks will 
be provided. See the sign-up list in the 
parlor beginning Sunday, April 8.

Help Clean Up the River

Share our Skills (S.O.S.) 
Opportunity
Join us for a special off-site Share 
Our Skills (S.O.S.) opportunity on 
Saturday, May 18 at the United 
Church of Rogers Park. We will 
help prepare their gardens for the 
growing season by turning over soil, 
putting down new wood chips, and 
getting the garden shed organized 
for gardening classes. Based on the 
number and skills of participants, 
there may also be some painting and 
other general fix-up jobs. We will meet 
at DGFUMC to carpool at 8:00 a.m. 
and return by 5:00 p.m. Please contact 
Don Safford or Don Dunham if you 
are interested or have questions. 
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Trustees

Health and Wellness

Life is What You Make It
Beliefs are powerful. They can be 
self-defeating or they can harness our 
positive energy. When we believe that 
we cannot fail, or that we have to make 
others feel good at our own expense, 
or that we cannot change our situation, 
we sabotage our health and well being.

Harnessing our positive energy 
requires that we acknowledge our 
limitations even as we work to 
overcome them through action. We 
may not be who or what we want to 
be, but we are not without some means 
to change our situation and ourselves 
whether that is mentally or physically. 

Last fall, the Health and Wellness 
Committee offered an opportunity 
to work on improving our physical, 
mental, emotional, and spiritual well 

being by committing to a simple 
practice in each area.

This March, we supported an 
opportunity to participate in Life Line 
Screening, a community based health 
screening program. This affordable 
non-invasive painless screening 
program was offered at our church. 
Five screenings were available that 
scan for potential health problems 
related to blocked arteries, abdominal 
aortic aneurysms, hardening of 
the arteries in the legs, irregular 
heartbeat, and a bone density 
screening for men and women. 

Becoming aware of your health risks 
allows you to harness your positive 
energy and change what you can. 

The Trustees had a successful year 
last year, and we hope to build on 
that this year. We are one of the few 
committees that meet all year long as 
there is always something demanding 
attention in this grand old building.

If you haven’t been here for a while, 
you will notice the new windows 
in the main entry, which are both 
energy efficient and delightful to the 
eye. You may notice the sanctuary is 
a bit brighter with new paint and the 
parking lot was resurfaced. All are 
good things to build on.

So, what lies ahead in 2018? We 
certainly want to get a few rooms re-
carpeted and have started that work. 

We’d like to get the parlor remodeled 
and maybe enclose the breezeway 
between the tower room and the 
chapel. These larger projects require a 
lot of planning and gathering of bids 
from contractors, so we can’t just say 
“let’s do them” but rather take our 
time to do it right.

The original building, offices, and 
sanctuary date back to 1928-29. There 
was careful planning done then, and 
it up to us to do the same now. Things 
like air conditioning, changing the 
main entrance to the church, and more 
weren't part of the original building. 
As we move forward, we need to do 
things to enhance the building, not 
just change it. 

Some seemingly minor projects 
this year might be to replace some 
toilets with more efficient ones and 
modify the Wi-Fi. We are engaging 
professionals to give us a great plan. It 
will happen, hopefully in the second 
quarter this year.

As always, if you see something that 
needs fixing or changing, let us know. 
The best way to do that is to bring it 
to the attention of Don Dunham, our 
building superintendent, or Sheila 
Ochoa, our office administrator, and 
they will make sure the information 
gets passed on to us. We really like 
input from the congregation regarding 
building upkeep!

The Lunch Bunch, a lively group 
of senior citizens, meet the second 
Wednesday of every month for fun, 
fellowship, and good food. Join us! 

Wednesday, April 11 at 11:30  a.m. 
Wheatstack
5900 S. Route 53, Lisle
Wednesday, May 9 at 11:30 a.m.               
Dell Rhea's Chicken Basket                     
645 Joliet Road, Willowbrook
The sign-up sheet for these events 
are in the parlor between worship 
services. All seniors are welcome! 
If you have questions or need a 
ride, please call Bonnie Lehman at 
630.308.2259 or call the church office.
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United Methodist Women
As a member of the United Methodist 
Women (UMW), we bring the desire 
to help women around the world 
have the opportunity to provide food 
for their family and to educate their 
children, and the willingness to say, 
“what can I do?” It is a passion for do-
ing what is right and not apologizing 
for it.

This year starts a new, rejuvenated 
United Methodist Women of Downers 
Grove First United Methodist Church. 
On February 4, we kicked off our 
season on Super Bowl Sunday by rais-
ing awareness of human trafficking, a 
modern-day form of slavery.

We have elected to focus on two 
missions this year. The first is the 
Cunningham Children’s Home in 
Urbana, Illinois, an exemplary child 
welfare and educational services 
agency that provides caring support 
and therapeutic intervention to 

children, young adults, and their 
families each year. Our global mission 
project is the United Methodist 
Women of Cameroon, Africa. The 
objectives of UMW Cameroon are to 
help women engage in productive 
activities, create jobs and career 
opportunities, educate young women, 
and provide secure homes for 
children.

We have planned several opportuni-
ties throughout the year for the con-
gregation to join with UMW to help 
make the lives of women, youth, and 
children just a little bit better and will 
focus on how we can be in mission to 
these two specific organizations. 

The first event will be a baby shower 
on Sunday, April 8. Stop by between 
9 am and noon to make a braided 
pacifier clip. Please also bring baby 
items to donate such as diapers of all 

sizes, wipes, one-
sies, and anything 
a new mom needs 
to take care of 
baby. A complete 
list is available on 
posters through-
out the building. 
All items will be 
donated to a teen 
pregnancy center. 
We will also hear from a representa-
tive of the Cunningham Children’s 
Home as we share lunch at 12:15 p.m. 
Please RSVP for lunch to the church 
office by Wednesday, April 4.

Our annual spring luncheon will be on 
Thursday, April 26 at noon and host-
ed by the Mary Elizabeth and Ruth 
circles. All are welcome to attend.

Thank you in advance for assisting us 
in being unapologetically UMW. 

A Warm Welcome to Our 
New Staff Member 
Deb Hinrichs joined our staff in 
early March as the Communications 
Director. She brings extensive 
experience in communications and 
public relations to her position and 
has worked for universities and non-
profits throughout her career. Deb 
will devote her time to assist staff 
members, ministers, the board of 
trustees, and work area members in 
communicating their good work to 
church members and the community.
Deb works part time and will be in 
the office on most weekdays. If you 
haven’t already, please help us give 
a warm DGFUMC welcome to our 
newest staff member.

Purchase With a Purpose is the major 
year-round fundraiser to support 
the work of United Methodist 
Women. UWM purchases gift cards 
at a discount and 
sells thems at 
face value for you 
to use when you 
do your regular 
shopping, dining 
out, or for gift 
giving. 
Purchase With a Purpose is a great 
way to support DGFUMC and it 
makes your life easier. There are so 
many ways to use gift cards. You 
could keep a gas card in your car so 
your teen driver doesn't get caught 
with an empty tank or you could 

Purchase Gift Cards With A Purpose
keep a supply for birthday or thank 
you gifts. How about some small 
denomination cards to give to 
someone in need or for yourself?  

Stop by the 
Purchase With 
a Purpose table 
on Sunday 
mornings in 
the parlor to 
place an order 
or buy from our 

regular inventory of cards. 
Thank you for supporting this 
fundraiser and making a difference 
in the lives of women and children 
everywhere.
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Children and Family

What if God was bigger than you ever 
imagined? Beyond Belief! This year's 
camp curriculum invites campers to 
ask the big questions about God and 
explore how God can be seen in the 
vastness of creation, the power of 
community, and even in their own 
hearts. 
Calling Campers: 2nd - 9th Grade
Location: Wesley Woods Conference 
         Center, Williams Bay, WI 
Dates:      Bus departs the church 
   Monday, June 25 at 8:00 a.m. 
   and returns Friday, June 29 
   at noon.
After April 1, registration is open to 
all. A $50 deposit is due at the time of 

registration with payment in full due 
by June 25. Register your child in the 
grade they will be entering in the fall 
of 2018. The registration deadline is 
Friday, June 1. Make sure you register 
early as space is limited! 
Camp lasts only one week, but what 
campers take home can last a lifetime!
Note: All first time 2nd and 3rd grade 
campers will need a parent to attend 
camp (the parent will attend at no 
cost). Full camp details can be found at 
dgfumc.org under the Children tab.

Wesley Woods Summer 
Camp Registration Time!

Methodist Men Golfers
You are invited to join the United 
Methodist Men's Golf team when we 
play in the Pine Hollow Open Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, April 28 at 
the Downers Grove Golf Club. For 
more information and to sign up, call 
Bruce Swanson at 630.969.2514. Please 
sign up by Friday, April 20.

United Methodist Open Golf Tournament
Downers Grove Golf Club

Saturday, September 24, 2011
   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove

Help brighten the sanctuary with 
flowers on the altar on Sunday 
mornings while celebrating a special 
event in your life or remembering 
someone special! It's a wonderful 
way to participate in our worship 
services.
To sign-up, visit the Flower Board in 
the narthex to the right of the parlor 
doors. Each month on the Flower 
Board has a sign-up sheet for both 
sides of the altar – you can pick one 
side or both. You also can designate 
your purchase of flowers in memory 
of, or in honor of, someone.

Brighten the Altar with Flowers 
The cost is $27 for a 
flower arrangement, 
$40 for a dozen roses 
or $15 for a single 
rose. Please sign your 
name and include 
your phone number 
and the message you 
would like included 
in the bulletin. Please 
note that one line 
represents one side of the altar.
If you have any questions, please 
contact Sheila Ochoa in the church 
office at sheila@dgfumc.org or 
630.968.7120.

Giving

Meeting Our Ministry
On February 25, several church 
members, including Bob Witzel, 
Ray Osborn, John Smoke, Don 
Safford, Dan 
Johnson, John 
Gillham, and 
Brett Goad, 
gave an 
entertaining 
and informative 
presentation 
about four of 
our current 
ministries. 
These 
ministries, 
DuPage 
United, Church 
Camp, church maintenance, and 
music purchases represent annual 
expenditures of at least $5,000 each for 
a total of $20,000.

At this time, our annual church 
expected revenues are short of 
expected annual church expenditures 
by $15,000. More information will 
be available in the bulletin and the 
Friday email. If you would like to 
give an extra donation to close our 
budget gap for any one or all of these 
ministries, please put a check in the 
Sunday plate, give an online donation 
from the giving tab on our website, or 
contact Carolyn Donnelly at Carolyn@
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The Mission, Justice, and Community 
Work Area has the privilege of 
sponsoring many worthy missions on 
behalf of the church. One mission was 
Maggie Roth’s recent trip with Watts 
of Love to Haiti.  Here is her story:

"Amazing. That’s what our Watts of 
Love solar light distribution trip in 
Haiti was. Thanks to donor support, 
including this church, we gave more 
than 600 solar lights to families in 
ultra poverty in the central plateau 
region of Haiti. Twelve volunteers and 
translators, ventured to remote areas, 
conquering mud, creeks, and hills to 
get to our locations. My definition of a 
road is quite different now.

A light is more than just a convenience 
to a family living in ultra-poverty. 
It is transformative. More than one 
billion people currently live without 
access to electricity around the world. 
Typically, a family will use a toxic 
kerosene lamp or candles to light their 
home at night. The gift of solar light 
means families are safer from fires and 
burns, they no longer have to breathe 
in kerosene fumes, and they can 
finally stop paying kerosene dealers a 
sizable portion of their paycheck.  

Encouraging Love in One Another

Missions, Justice, and 
Community Outreach 

Watts of Love Trip Lights Up Haiti
I’d heard stories of how radically 
solar light could impact lives, and 
now I’ve seen it with my own eyes. 
However, we didn’t just hand out 
lights in Haiti. Watts of 
Love volunteers taught  
recipients how to use 
the light and leverage 
its financial benefits. We 
asked them about their 
lives and we helped 
them envision a different 
financial future. What 
a gift to see people turn 
on their solar light for 
the first time and tell us 
how happy they were. 
Children ran around 
giddy with excitement 
upon our arrival. We saw the huts of 
families who had received lights in 
previous trips and heard their stories 
about how savings had been used 
to purchase animals or start micro-
businesses. There’s nothing more 
thrilling than listening to a story of 
transformation.

Haiti is a stunningly beautiful island 
filled with mountains. In fact, the 
name Haiti means, “land of high 
mountains.” It seems we were always 

driving up a mountain or down one. 
When you gaze out over the vast 
landscape, it makes you wonder 
whether adventure tourism may one 

day be possible. The 
nation is filled with 
potential. Yet, natural 
disasters, cholera, and 
systemic dysfunction 
have not provided 
opportunities for that 
type of enterprise. The 
island is covered with 
garbage and steeped in 
deep poverty. Haiti is a 
hard place where much 
work needs to be done.
Anyone wanting to 
learn more about Watts 

of Love, can visit the website: www.
wattsoflove.org or follow the group 
on Instagram and Facebook. Trips 
are taken several times a year and 
the organization is always looking 
for travel volunteers who can help 
distribute lights around the world. If 
anyone feels like God may be calling 
them to this type of work, I would 
be happy to chat. My life was forever 
changed by the trip. Perhaps yours 
could be, too!

The Missions, Justice, and Community 
Work Area is excited to announce 
the 2018 All-Church Mission Trip 
will be held June 14-18 at the Wesley 
Woods Conference Center in Williams 
Bay, WI. We will be providing 
maintenance, repairs, and landscaping 
just in time for the start of the busy 
camp season. Those who have been 
there before know about the beauty 
of Wesley Woods. Experience nature 
while lending a helping hand! Watch 
for more details in the coming weeks 
or contact Don or Devra Dunham at 
630.362.3164 or don@dgfumc.org.

All-Church Mission Trip

On Sunday, April 8 or 15, pick up 
an empty bucket in the parlor to fill 
with cleaning supplies for families 
served by the People's Resource 
Center, Sharing Connections, 
Bridge Communities, and PADS 
Permanent Housing Site. A list of 
suggested supplies will be included 
in the bucket. Filled buckets should 
be returned to church on Sunday, 
April 22 or April 29. This effort is 
organized by the Mission, Justice, 
and Community Work Area.

Spring Cleaning Bucket Drive Kicks Off April 8



Youth Ministries
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Ignite Youth Group
This group for 7th – 12th grade students 
meets on most Sundays of the month 
from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Ignite includes 
a game, food, connecting as a group, 
and a devotional time where we 
seek to learn about and draw closer 
to God. We also have monthly 
special events such as the 30-Hour 
Famine, lock-ins, Feed My Starving 
Children volunteering, corn maze 
and whirly outings, service projects, 
and more. Please keep an eye on the 
online calendar and the Ignite email 
newsletter updates for details.

Upcoming Events 
Never2Young, Junior High 
Conference, May 4 – 5. Hosted at 
Indiana Wesleyan University for 
students in 6th – 8th grades.
Missions – Save the Dates
Senior High Mission Trip to Red Lake 
Reservation in Minnesota to work with 
Group Missions’ Workcamp doing 
home repair on July 14 – 21.
Rogers Park Missions Trip for 
students entering 7th grade through 
graduating seniors, July 29 – August 3

Tuesday, May 1 marks the 
beginning of the DGFUMC 
Scholarship season. Scholarship 
applications will be available 
for church members who have 
completed at least one year of 
college. Completed applications 
are due Monday, June 25. There 
will also be envelopes in the pews 
through June for individuals who 
want to donate to this important 
ministry. Have questions? Contact 
Youth Minister Howie Snyder.

Scholarship Season

Information and registration forms 
for these events are available at Ignite 
Youth Group on the online youth 
events calendar at at dgfumc.org/
youth/calendar, or in person from 
Howie Snyder, youth minister, or by 
emailing howie@dgfumc.org.

Chapel Choir Volunteer Opportunity
Did you or your children or your 
grandchildren or niece or nephew 
or neighbor or friend participate in 
Chapel Choir within the last 47 years? 
If so, you know what a wonderful, 
enriching experience it is for the 
high school youth involved. But, did 
you know that the adult chaperones 
also have a wonderful, enriching 
experience? Just ask any one of 
the many, many adults who have 
been involved with Chapel Choir 
over the past almost half century! 
Chaperone responsibilities are based 
on your availability and there are 
many responsibilities to choose from 
beyond going on tour. If you would 
prayerfully consider becoming a part 
of the adult leadership team of our 
Chapel Choir in 2018-2019, contact 
Howie Snyder at the church office. We 
would love to have you!

Encouraging Love in One Another

Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church Web Site: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
U.S. mailed upon request.
Happenings E-newsletter: Emailed every two weeks.  
U.S. mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:               
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Publication deadline for the 
Summer 2018 Tower Bell is April 23, 2018. Scan this QR code with 

your smartphone to go 
directly to dgfumc.org

Are you or someone you know 
planning an upcoming graduation, 
birthday, anniversary, or other 
celebration? For nearly 20 years, the 
work of the DGFUMC Youth InTent 
program has helped cover expenses 
for mission trips and choir tours 
while we serve the community by 
renting tents, tables, and chairs. Our 
youth will take care of your needs! 
We deliver, set-up, and take down. 
A reservation form is available 
at dgfumc.org under the Youth 
Ministries tab. Contact Don Dunham 
at don@dgfumc.org with questions.

Planning a Party?       
We Can Help!



SUNDAY WORSHIP  
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

OUR STAFF
Rev. Greta McDonald, Pastor
Rev. Jim McDonald, Pastor
Rev. John Smoke, Director of  
        Children & Family Ministries
Rev. Howie Snyder, Director of  
        Youth Ministries

630.968.7120
website: dgfumc.org
email: dgfumc@dgfumc.org
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Maundy Thursday
Thursday, March 29
12:00, 6:30, and 7:00 p.m. 
Communion Services

Good Friday Tenebrae Service
Friday, March 30
7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 1
8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m.
All services in the Sanctuary. 

Look inside for more details on these special services!

Special Easter Services

Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove IL  60515-4848


