
"For Jesus 
is born in 
hopeless 

surroundings 
to tell us all 
not to give up 
or give in..."
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A Season of Hope - Jim McDonald

Advent is a time of preparation and hope 
as we await the coming of our savior, Jesus 
Christ. In Romans 15:13 Paul wrote “May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in trusting, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
It is this hope that we anticipate during  
this season.
Now hope can be an interesting feeling. 
It may often seem that hope only springs 
fresh from a darkened stage, whether it 
be hurricanes or storms caused by human 
actions. So if we just see hope begin in 
trouble or when our backs are up against 
the wall and there is nothing left for us, 
we may develop the expectation that hope 
can only come in such circumstances. 
Yet we must remind ourselves that God 
does not bully us into belief, but respects 
the freedom she built into our character. 
So maybe we can say that hope itself is a 
divine gift and we must live by hope if we 
are to live at all. 
Paul links hope with trusting in God. Here 
hope is faith written in the future tense, 
which means that hope is informed by the 

content of what we believe. If trusting in 
God means a surrender to the workings 
of love, then hope also means a trust 
in the God of our tomorrows. Now the 
character of God’s faithfulness to us is 
love and any hopes that we have will be 
characterized by love. For if God is love, 
sheer outpouring love, then any hopes 
that have substance will mirror that same 
outpouring, outgiving love. 
Part of the mystery of Christmas is that 
on a starry night, the sky opened up with 
hope, and people said it sounded like 
angels were singing. For Jesus is born 
in hopeless surroundings to tell us all 
not to give up or give in, that faith will 
have substance by God’s gift to us of the 
Christ child. For that is what God is doing 
yesterday, today and through all our 
tomorrows in the Christ Child.
In this season of Advent and Christmas, 
may you all have peace in trusting in God, 
and may God fill you with hope in your 
struggles to be faithful to him in the here 
and now.
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our lives together
Celebrating Seasonal Celebrations at DGFUMC

The holiday season is upon us and with the new season comes many activities at 
Downers Grove First United Methodist Church. Read through this edition of the 
Tower Bell for news and events for all ages!

Baptisms
Emily Reese Dortwegt

daughter of Chris & Kim Dortwegt
Claire Kathleen Fanone

daughter of John & Catherine Fanone
Olivia Rose Poirier

daughter of Cody & Melissa Poirier
Cameron Renee Spriet

daughter of Andrew & Susan Spriet
Edward James Zordani III

son of Edward & Rachel Zordani II

Feed My Starving Children
Saturday, December 9
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
This holiday season the Children and Family 
Work Area would like to invite  
you to take a moment from the hustle and bustle of preparing for Christmas 
to serve in a ministry of giving to others in need at Feed My Starving Children 
in Aurora. This Christian organization runs high-energy sessions where we 
pack food for the neediest children around the world. Everyone from church is 
invited to sign-up to serve in this special ministry. Register online at Feed My 
Starving Children in Aurora (fmsc.org) with our church code - 1222182. 
Please plan to arrive at 11:10 a.m. so that we may be ready to work at 11:30. 
Sorry, no children under 5. 

In Memoriam

Weddings
On September 23, 2017 between
Katy Proudfoot & Steve Parise

On September 30, 2017 between
Jill Heykoop & Andrew Kreps
On November 4, 2017 between 

Nicole LeDonne & Michael Powers

Don Anderson
November 10, 2017

Joyce Clark
September 5, 2017
Garland Cramer

September 18, 2017
Nancy Motuelle

September 5, 2017
Gregg Palmer

October 25, 2017
Jan Roberts

November 5, 2017
Lou Thomas

August 31, 2017

The PADS Giving Tree remains up in the parlor. Gifts 
for PADS will be collected throughout December.  
Thank you so much for your generosity and support 
with our ChildServ and People's Resource Center 
Giving Tree collection in November!

The ornaments that adorn our 
Sanctuary Tree are called Chrismons, 
a name derived from combining 
the words, Christ and monogram. 
Chrismons, the monograms of Christ, 
are interdenominational in design and 
are simple copies of early Christian 
symbols. All Chrismons are made in 
either white or gold or in combination 
of these two colors. White is the 
liturgical color of Christmas and it 
also suggests the purity and perfection 
of Jesus Christ. Gold symbolizes the 
glory and majesty of God and the 
Son of God as derived from Biblical 
usage. Sometimes for emphasis, 
certain Chrismons will have a touch 
of color. Red is used to remind us of 
the blood Christ shed for our sins, 

The Giving Tree

The Chrismon Tree

green for new life and blue for the 
water used in baptism. The lights are 
white reminding us of the light Christ 
brought into the world when he  
was born.
May you find the peace of God and 
joy in His Word as you view these 
reminders of His love for all.
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Sunday Winter Worship Service Schedule
Advent, the season of waiting and preparing room in our hearts for the Gift of Christ, begins on Sunday, December 3. All 
three of our services will mark the season with Advent candle-lighting, the Sanctuary and Chapel decorated with Advent 
banners and greenery and music inviting us into this special time. We will then share in the wonder that is Christmas as 
we celebrate the birth of Christ followed by the commemoration of the coming of the Magi to the holy family through the 
season of Epiphany.

December 3 – The First Sunday of Advent
8:15 a.m. 
A Service of Christmas Peace and Holy Communion in the Chapel.
For many, especially those who have lost a loved one, or are in other times of struggle, 
the Christmas Season is difficult. This special Service of Christmas Peace will include time 
for reflection, remembering those we hold in our hearts and hearing the promise of 
comfort, hope and peace that Christmas proclaims. All are welcome.

9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
We will receive the gift of the Christmas Cantata, Glad Tidings, presented by the 
Chancel Choir, with orchestra and narration by John Smoke.

December 10 – The Second Sunday of Advent – 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Greta will give the message, Making Room for Hope, based on Zechariah’s prayer 
in Luke 1:67-79.

December 17 – The Third Sunday of Advent – 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Jim will give the message, Images of Peace, based on Isaiah 2:2-5.

4:00 p.m. 
The Chapel Choir presents its annual Christmas Concert in the sanctuary. 

December 24 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent - 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Greta will give the message, Making Room for Joy, based on Mary’s prayer in 
Luke 1:46-56. Please note: there is no 8:15 a.m. service.

December 31 – The First Sunday after Christmas - One service at 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Greta will give the message, Letting Go in Love, based on the prayer of Simeon in 
Luke 2:22-36.

January 7 – Epiphany Sunday - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We will celebrate the Light of Christ that has come 
into the world. Pastor Jim will give the message, Birthed, based on John 3:1-21 and 
Hosea 13:12-14.

January 14 – Second Sunday after the Epiphany - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
We will celebrate the meaning of our baptisms as we hear the account of Jesus’ baptism 
in Mark 1:4-11. Pastor Greta will preach.

January 21 – Third Sunday after the Epiphany -  8:15 a.m. and Together @ 10 - 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Jim will give the message, Missing, based on Matthew 2:1-12.

January 28 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Jim will give the message, With Us, based on Mark 1:4-11.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, with a 7:00 p.m. service in the sanctuary. 

Our Special Christmas Eve Service Schedule can be found on the back cover of this edition of the Tower Bell.

We hope that you and your family will join us for these seasonal celebrations!
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Music

If you were in worship at 10:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 29, you were treated 
to music from all of our choirs at our 
Choir Dedication Sunday service. It 
was a wonderful morning of singing 
from 3 and 4 year old Angels; 5, 6, 
7 year old Cherubs; 8, 9, 10 year old 
Choristers; Junior High Youth; High 
School Youth; and Adults; along with 
ringing from our ringers. It is always 
an inspiring morning seeing so many 
people involved in the music program 
here at DGFUMC.
On Saturday, November 18 at 7:00 
p.m., our bell choirs rang in the 
Advent season with their annual 
Christmas program, The Hanging 
of the Greens: A Christmas Handbell 
Celebration. Attendees were treated to 
sparkling handbell music including 
O Come, All Ye Faithful, Jingle Bell Rock 
and Sing We Now of Christmas.

Sunday, December 3
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Gather your friends and families 
who like to sing and come enjoy the 
Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata, 
Glad Tidings, on Sunday, December 
3. The service will feature our 
favorite carols in lush symphonic 
arrangements by Randol Alan Bass 
and will include opportunities for the 
congregation to join in singing.
John Smoke, our Christian Education 
Director, will narrate the Christmas 
story for children of all ages as told  
in these cherished carols.
The 55-voice Chancel Choir and 
24-piece guest orchestra will be 
conducted by Ms. Diane Hires.
As a start to the Advent season,

Oh, come, let us adore him!

Glad Tidings to Share, the Carol Cantata

This Christmas our choirs will share 
the ministry of music throughout the 
season as our Chancel Choir presents 
their annual Cantata on December 
3, the Chapel Choir performs their 
annual Concert on December 17, our 
Angel, Cherub and Chorister Choirs 

share the Christmas story at our 4:00 
p.m. Christmas Eve service and our 
Connection Choir leads our 7:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service. We hope you 
are able to share in these musical 
celebrations!

Chapel Choir  
Christmas 
Concert
Sunday, December 17
4:00 p.m.
Please join the Chapel 
Choir as they present 
their Christmas Concert A Starry, 
Silent Night. This program of uplifting 
holiday sounds will be directed by 
Nick Loos and accompanied by  
Kevin Zehme.
Admission is free, but donations are 
sincerely appreciated. All money 
raised supports the Chapel Choir 
program and their Spring Break 
Tour as they share their gift of music 
and spread the word of the Gospel 
through their words and music.  
We encourage you to spread the 
word and invite family, friends and 
neighbors as we rejoice in the birth 
of our Lord and Savior with this 
program of holiday music.  
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Lunch Bunch
Wednesday, December 13
10:00 a.m.
White Fence Farm
The Lunch Bunch is a group of 
senior citizens who meet the second 
Wednesday of every month for fun 
and fellowship (and good food). 
Our December meeting will be at 
White Fence Farm, 1376 Joliet Rd., 
Romeoville. 
Check-in at the restaurant is at 10:00 
a.m. and the show runs from 10:30 
a.m. to noon, with lunch following. 
Lunch consists of their famous 
chicken, sides and appetizers. The 
show is Soulful Christmas with Paula 
Williams. 
The cost is $39.00 per person, which 
includes the lunch, show, tax and 

gratuity. Please make your check 
payable to Bonnie L. Lehmann. 
Reservations are due to Bonnie by 
Monday, December 3. Payments may 
by made until the 13th. If you need a 
ride or have any questions, please call 
Bonnie Lehmann at 630.308.2259 or the 
church office.
The sign-up sheet for this event is in 
the parlor between worship services. 
All seniors are welcome! Looking 
forward to seeing you at White  
Fence Farm.

Worship

Did you know our church was known 
as the Welcome Church between 1895 
and 1927 because of a lighted sign in 
front of the church that read "Welcome 
Church?" What a great reminder for 
all of us at DGFUMC in 2017 that 
we should keep this memory and 
reputation alive each Sunday morning. 
We never know when a newcomer 
attending worship may be “shopping” 
for a new church home.
Welcoming and hospitality is an 
effective way we can connect with 
a newcomer or guest each Sunday 
morning before, during or after 
worship. Yes, each of us can “step 

up” our intentions of welcoming 
a newcomer or guest on Sunday 
morning. 
The worship Work Area would like 
to challenge each of you to move out 
of your comfort zone and routines 
on a Sunday morning. For every five 
minutes you spend with someone 
you already know at church, spend 
ten minutes with someone you don’t. 
Even if the other person is a member, 
what a great opportunity to meet 
someone new in the congregation.
Let’s keep the Welcome Church 
name in our hearts and deeds and 
make Sunday mornings a time for 
meaningful worship, fellowship and 
hospitality.
Try it, you might like it!

Are you looking for an opportunity to 
volunteer and support a ministry in 
our church? We are currently looking 
to fill the following important roles:
Communion Coordinator – 
responsible for preparing and setting 
up communion elements on the first 
Sunday of each month for the 9:30 and 
11:00 a.m. worship services,
Sound Board Support – 
responsible for setting up and 
managing the Sound Board Sunday 
mornings during worship at 9:30 or 
11:00 a.m. worship services.
Please contact Sheila in the church 
office for details.

Help us to brighten the 
sanctuary this Christmas 
by purchasing a 
beautiful poinsettia!
There are envelopes in the pews to 
be used for ordering poinsettias. If 
you would like to purchase a plant 
for $15, please fill out the information 
on the front of the envelope and 
enclose a check. You may indicate 
on the envelope if you would like it 
in memory of someone or in honor 
of someone. Place your order in the 
offering plate on Sunday or bring it to 
the church office.
You may also order your Poinsettia 
online via Paypal. The price will be 
$15.00 for the plant and $2.00 for the 
Paypal service charge. If you choose 
to order via Paypal and would like 
your poinsettia in memory or honor of 
someone, please send that information 
to Sheila in the church office.
Please note that all orders are due by 
Friday, December 8.

A Welcome Church

Poinsettias Sale

Worship Volunteer 
Opportunities
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This fall our prayers and thoughts 
go out to those impacted by all the 
natural disasters that have struck the 
U.S., from three major hurricanes 
to terrible wildfires across many 
states in the West. The stories 
coming out of Texas, Florida, Puerto 
Rico and California are scary and 
heartbreaking.
If you are able, donating to local relief 
organizations doing work in those 
areas is a great way to help right 
now. As the communities recover, it’s 
important to also think about what 
we can do to help reduce the misery 
and loss caused by such events in 
the future. Unfortunately, all of these 
disasters were likely made worse by 
human-caused climate change.
Hurricanes have always happened, 
but higher ocean temperatures 
intensify them, and warmer air holds 
more moisture. Consequently, tropical 
storms like Hurricane Harvey are 
dropping more rain and causing more 

It is soon time to register your 
child for the First United Methodist 
Preschool for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Our preschool is for children 
who will be either 3 or 4 years old by 
September 1, 2018. Classes meet on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings or afternoons from early 
September to mid-May. 
Register in Room 101 on Sunday, 
December 3, 2017 from 10:30 - 11:00 
a.m. and on Tuesday, December 5, 
2017 from 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. A $100.00 
non-refundable registration fee and 

2018-19 Preschool Registration Time!

devastation when they make landfall 
because of climate change. High 
summer temperatures and long dry 
periods in the West created very fire-
prone conditions in the forests in 2017. 
Hotter, drier conditions due to climate 
change have made the wildfire season 
much longer with more megafires in 
recent decades.
Fortunately, there is something 
we can all do to help stop climate 
change every day at home: switch to 
clean energy to power your house or 
apartment! Energy is deregulated in 
Illinois, meaning every household can 
choose to switch their energy supplier 
to another with cheaper rates and/
or cleaner energy sources. Arcadia 
Power is one of several companies 
that will match your energy use with 
“renewable energy certificates” from 
wind or solar power being generated 
elsewhere in the country. ComEd still 
provides the electricity to your home 
as usual.

completed application are required 
to secure a space. This registration is 
for church members who have taken 
the Membership Class and joined 
First United Methodist Church. Open 
registration for the general public and 
non church members begins Tuesday, 
January 9, 2018 from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  
A certified copy of the birth certificate 
is now required by DCFS. If you have 
any questions, please contact Nancy 
Bifulco at 630.968.7120 ext. 215 or 
nancy@dgfumc.org.

Arcadia Power has a free program to 
match 50% of your home electricity 
use with wind power, or a program 
to cover 100% of your energy use 
with wind for about $5 to $10 more a 
month. Signing up with them means 
you are no longer supporting fossil 
fuel use, helping to reduce the carbon 
emissions that cause climate change. 
Instead you’ll be helping to drive clean 
energy production across the country, 
which is one of the fastest-growing 
job sectors and reduces air and water 
pollution at the same time.
To make the switch or learn more, 
visit arcadiapower.com. Enrolling takes 
just a few minutes with your utility 
bill handy. You can then enjoy the 
knowledge that you are helping to 
keep us all safe and steward our 
incredible planet every time you turn 
on a light.

Help make our world cleaner and safer every time 
you flick a switch!
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The Trustees have been pretty busy for 
the past few months, maybe you have 
noticed. Good things are happening 
inside the church and out. The 
sanctuary took on a new color with 
our recent paint project. With the new 
air conditioning the sanctuary and 
other areas are better for all of us as 
well as for the best darn employees a 
church can have. The parking lot was 
repaved to everyone’s liking.  
Soon you will see new windows in 
the main entry as the large window 
facing west and the smaller window 
facing south will be replaced with new 
Pella windows. Mike Davenport has 
designed very attractive replacement 
windows that hopefully will be 
installed before Christmas.  

The Harvard Study on Adult 
Development followed people for 
over 60 years. They discovered from 
their research that it is not the family 
of origin, education or money that 
caused people to not just live long 
but well; it was the loving people 
they found as they traveled through 
life. The development of close and 
personal relationships where they 
could express their vulnerabilities in 
safety appeared to be the secret to a 
long well-lived life. 
Dr. Joan Borysenko, world-renowned 
expert in the mind/body connection, 
says that it is through connection with 
others that we find healing. People 
who are able to make and maintain 
strong connections have certain 
characteristics that allow friendship 
and love to flourish. They are:

Trustees

We have been able to do these much-
needed projects as a result of a very 
generous bequest from longtime 
church member, Chuck Behnke, 
who many of you knew. Chuck was 
around many months of the year, but 
would spend summers at his home in 
Wisconsin near his parents. In a large 
part we were Chuck’s Illinois family. 
We are also thankful to our own Board 
of Gifts and Bequests in helping the 
Trustees achieve the work that has 
been done this year. 
As we finish up this year, we are just 
beginning to make plans for next 
year. We have some ideas, but no firm 
plans yet. If you have any suggestions, 
please forward them to Sheila who 
will make sure we get them.

Health and Wellness

1. Management of emotion. They 
know how to calm themselves when 
they are hurt, angry or disappointed. 
They are able to choose how they will 
act. They are actors, not reactors.
2. Ask for what they want. They are 
not ashamed of their or other’s needs.
3. Set Boundaries. They know how to 
say no while maintaining connection.
4. Identify and express their feelings. 
They don’t make you guess.
5. Know how to complain. They can 
complain without being critical.
6. Take responsibility for their 
behavior. They don’t blame others for 
their feelings or actions.
7. Ask for forgiveness. They 
understand that relationships are 
more important than being right.

8. Do not hold grudges. They know 
how to let go and move on.
9. Appreciate others. They admire  
and acknowledge the good qualities  
of others.
10. Know how to cooperate. They can 
share power.
11. Gratitude. They are grateful for the 
opportunities every day brings.
12. Love others over a long period of 
time. They have staying power.
The power to love and be loved oils 
the joints, heals the heart and creates 
a song of wholeness in our bodies. 
Practice love - it is the key to a well 
lived life.

Living Long: Living Well
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United Methodist Women
Sunday, December 3
9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Parlor
The UMW will host 
our annual holiday 
fundraiser bake sale 
on Sunday, December 3. Plan to stop 
by to purchase some tasty baked 
goods provided by our many Circle 
members. As always, the proceeds go 
towards the many mission projects, 
both local and global, supported 
by United Methodist Women. Your 
support is appreciated and you get to 
enjoy some tasty holiday goodies. We 
will again provide the baked goods 
in smaller packages, what we call 
“Grab & Go” so you can choose many 
items to share with your family and/
or friends. See you in the parlor on 
December 3rd! 

United Methodist Women Christmas Tea

UMW Bake Sale

Tuesday, December 5
6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
We encourage 
all women of 
our church to 
be a part of the 
UMW by either 
participating in 
one of our Circles that meet monthly 
or participating as a general member. 
As such, you are invited to join us in 
fellowship at our annual Christmas 
Tea. This year the meeting and 
program will be in the evening to 
enable many of our working women 
to attend. Hosted by the Sarah and 
Rachel Circles, the tea will feature a 

Ministry in Action

Volunteer Opportunity - 
Church Librarian

On October 21, an intergenerational 
group of 16 church members traveled 
to Berry United Methodist Church for 
a special one-day off-site S.O.S. (Share 
Our Skills) mission trip.
The team was joined by members of 
Berry UMC and together the group 
tackled 19 different projects both inside 
and outside of the church including, 
painting, fixing pews, installing a 
storm door, changing out light fixtures, 
planing a door and landscaping, just to 
name a few.
This trip marked the second S.O.S. 
visit to Berry UMC, a small struggling 
church in Chicago's Lincoln Square 
community. The efforts of DGFUMC 
were much appreciated. Brendan 
Gardiner, Berry UMC Trustee Chair, 
wrote "Thank you again for all the 
great work. The place looks fantastic 
and you've taken a great load off of us."

After serving as our 
church librarian 
for many years, 
Mary Beth Weeks 
have decided it’s 
time to pass this 
responsibility on 
to someone else. 
We thank Mary Beth for her years of 
service in this ministry.  
We are now looking for a new 
volunteer to serve in this capacity. 
If you are called to this role, please 
contact Sheila in the church office. 
Mary Beth has stated that she will be 
happy to talk about what is involved 
to anyone who may be interested.
Thank you again, Mary Beth.

tasty buffet of fruit, cheese & crackers, 
and cookies and will include a brief 
meeting to install our officers for 2018 
followed by a holiday program. The 
program will be a delightful musical 
presentation by the Downers Grove 
South Madrigal singers.  
Truly a great evening is in store for 
us so make plans to attend. If you 
are in need of a ride that evening, 
please contact either Shelly Davenport 
at 630.512.0370 or our Outreach 
Coordinator, Wendy Nystrom, at 
630.330.0581 or your circle coordinator 
and a ride will be arranged for you.  
Come get in the holiday spirit and 
share in the fellowship with other 
women in our church.
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Often times the holiday season can overwhelm us. With all the hoopla surrounding 
shopping and sales it is hard to remain focused on the true purpose of Christmas: 
God's gift to us, Jesus Christ. DGFUMC offers the following opportunities to help 
you experience a more peaceful and purposeful Christmas time.

UPAVIM
Once again the 
Missions, Justice 
and Community 
Work Area (MJC) 
will host the 
Alternative Gift Fair during Advent. 
We will be offering the beautiful 
crafts handmade by the artisans of 
the UPAVIM (United for a Better Life) 
cooperative in Guatemala. Choose 
from a large selection of colorful 
bags, scarves, Christmas ornaments, 
kitchen accessories, jewelry and more 
to delight your family and friends 
and make a difference in our world. 
When you purchase these crafts you 
empower the women of La Esperanza 

Alternative Gift Fair

Giving a gift card can sometimes 
be a way to simplify our Christmas 
shopping list. Stop by the Purchase 
With a Purpose table on Sunday 
mornings in the parlor to place 
an order or buy from our regular 
inventory of cards including those 
pictured to the right and Downers 
Grove Downtown Dollars. Orders will 
be placed weekly through December 
17th making it more convenient as 
the holiday approaches to get that 
last minute gift card for someone. 
There are many gift cards in small 
denominations that make great 
stocking stuffers.
At this busy time of year take 
advantage of the convenience of 
ordering online from home at our new 
provider shopwithscrip.com. You can 
buy your usual gift cards and pick 

Purchase With A Purpose

Christmas Gift Giving From the Heart

them up on Sunday, buy a gift card 
via email or even reload money onto a 
card already purchased. If you would 
like an account it will take a few 
days to set up so email Ina Osborn at 
inamairi@mac.com soon.
The Benefit Mobile APP for your 
smart phone continues to be a very 
convenient way to buy gift cards as 
and when you need them. Download 
the APP, register with First United 
Methodist Downers Grove, Purchase 
With A Purpose and set up your bank 
account for direct debit or a credit 
card. Many retailers allow you to buy 
the exact amount of your bill at the 
checkout so you never have to carry a 
balance on the card. Regular Amazon 
shoppers can also raise money for 
other organizations of their choice by 
shopping at AmazonSmile.

in Guatemala City by giving them an 
opportunity to improve the quality 
of life for themselves and for their 
families through access to education, 
employment opportunities, health care 
services and programs for personal 
and professional development. 
Heifer
Heifer International works with 
communities to find sustainable 
solutions to end world hunger and 
poverty. In the past, many of you 
have donated to Heifer's Living Gift 
program and some will recall the 
plaques that hang in the west stairwell 
recognizing DGFUMC for a high level 
of donations. This Advent season, 

MJC will partner with John Smoke to 
Fill the Ark in the hopes of once again 
reaching an impressive level of giving 
in our congregation. To learn more, 
come talk to MJC in the parlor about 
chickens this holiday season! 
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We hope you enjoyed meeting the 
five UPAVIM members who traveled 
from Guatemala City to Downers 
Grove during the Sister Parish 
South-to-North delegation. There 
are over 70 women who work at 
UPAVIM, and although they cannot 
all travel here in person, they would 
love to get to know us better! To 
strengthen our relationship with our 
Guatemalan sisters, we have started 
a “pen pal” email exchange between 
Downers Grove women and UPAVIM 
members. To participate, all you need 
is an email address. Spanish skills 
are appreciated, but not required, 
thanks to Google Translate. Claire 
will match you up with an UPAVIM 
member and help you write your first 
message. This project is coordinated 
by Claire Pitstick, who joined the 
North-to-South delegation in 2015 and 
volunteered at UPAVIM on her own in 
2016. Contact claire.pitstick@gmail.com 
if interested.

Celebrate the Gift

Missions, Justice and 
Community Outreach 

Giving

Planning on giving to the church? 
Why not optimize your giving? Here 
are two techniques to utilize the tax 
code to your benefit.
Appreciated Stocks/Funds
You can save on long term capital 
gains taxes by donating stocks/funds 
versus giving cash. For example, let’s 
say that you own a stock/fund that 
have appreciated (increased in value) 
over the last dozen years. If you sell 
the stock/fund you will have to pay 
capital gains tax, which could be 

significant depending on the amount 
of appreciation. However, if you 
donate the stock/fund directly to the 
church you avoid the capital gains 
tax. Plus, you can take the fair market 
value of the stock/fund as a charitable 
contribution on your income tax 
return - a double benefit!
Qualified Charitable Contributions
The provision for qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) from IRA’s to an 
organization eligible to receive tax 

Tax Efficient Giving

UPAVIM Pen Pal Project

deductible contributions, has been 
made permanent. For individuals 
over 70½ a QCD made directly by 
the trustee of the IRA to a charity 
is not included in their taxable 
income, however, the contribution is 
considered a part of their required 
annual distribution.
If you have questions regarding 
your giving, please contact Carolyn 
Donnelly at 630.968.7120 or at  
carolyn@dgfumc.org.

This Advent 
season the 
Wednesday 
Morning 
Women’s Bible 
Study will 
focus on the 
book When God 
Comes Down: An 
Advent Study for 
Adults by James 
A. Harnish. 
This study 
encourages readers to think more 
deeply in terms of the biblical, 
theological and spiritual meaning 
of the Nativity and to apply it to 
their own life experiences. Each 
lesson includes a key Scripture, a 
brief reflection, discussion/reflection 
questions, a brief prayer and a focus for 
the coming week. Books are available 
for purchase for $9 in the church office. 
The study will be facilitated by Pastor 
Greta McDonald and Maggie Roth. 
Childcare is provided upon request. 
Drop-ins are always welcome. If you 
have any questions, email Maggie Roth 
at mthurmanroth@gmail.com.

Wednesday Morning 
Women's Bible Study
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Ignite
Ignite Youth Group is for 7th - 12th 
grade students. The group meets on 
most Sundays of the month from 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. with some exceptions. 
Ignite includes a fun activity, a lesson 
and small group reflection time on the 
lesson. We also plan a once a month 
special event such as a lock-in, whirly 
ball, laser tag, corn maze, concert, 
service project, etc. (typically on the 
4th weekend). Please keep an eye on 
the website and the email newsletter 
updates for additional details. 
Go Deeper Sr. High Bible Study 
We’ve also started a Sr. High Bible 
Study that meets on Wednesday 
evenings in the Open Door Youth 
Center from 6:00 - 6:45 p.m. We use a 
laid-back discussion-based approach 
that incorporates a video or lesson as 
a topic for discussion. Youth can take 
advantage of the Wednesday evening 
meals and eat their dinner as we meet.

Mike Wealton and Karla Gulley were 
the Men's and Women's Champions, 
respectively, at the 40th Annual 
Methodist Open Golf Tournament held 
September 23 at the Downers Grove 
Golf Club.  
Todd Pringle and Sharon Jackson were 
Putting Champs. The Longest Drives 
were hit by Bob Dickey and Sharon 
Jackson. The Closest to the Pin Contest 
was won by Kevin Johnson. Jack 
Hathaway was the Prediction Winner. 
The Foursome Putting Winners were 
Pete Wildman, Bob Dickey, Karla 
Gulley, Mike Wealton, Todd Pringle, 
Judy Higgins, Bob Spurgeon, Sharon 
Jackson, Griffin Polley and Bruce 
Packard. 
The 2018 Methodist Open will be held 
September 22 again at the Downers 
Grove Golf Club. Save the Date!

United Methodist Open 
Golf Tournament

United Methodist Open Golf Tournament
Downers Grove Golf Club

Saturday, September 24, 2011
   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove

Winter Blast Sr. High Winter Retreat 
(plus 8th Graders)
This year we will again be heading 
to Grace Adventures Camp in Silver 
Lake, Michigan for our Sr. High 
(plus 8th Graders) Winter Retreat on 
the weekend of January 5 - 7, 2018. 
Grace Adventures offers retreats with 
excellent speakers and bands and a 
wide variety of activities for youth 
to get involved with including snow 
tubing, broomball, glow-in-the-dark 
dodgeball, horse trail rides, etc. Please 
contact Howie at howie@dgfumc.org if 
you would like more information on 
the retreat. The registration form is 
also available online at dgfumc.org.
Announcing Mission Trips for 
Summer 2018
Our Sr. High Mission Trip will be July 
14 - 21, working with Group Missions’ 
Workcamp at Red Lake Reservation, 
MN. We will be helping with home 
repair with Native Americans of the 
Chippewa tribe. Our annual Rogers 
Park Mission Trip will be July 29 - 
August 3, working with the kids’ 
program of the United Church of 
Rogers Park in Chicago. Registration 
and details will be coming in January.

Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church Web Site: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
US mailed upon request.
Happenings E-newsletter: Emailed every two weeks.  
US mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:  
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Publication deadline for the 2018
Spring Tower Bell is January 22, 2018. Scan this QR code with 

your smartphone to go 
directly to dgfumc.org
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Christmas Eve Services

Sunday, December 24, 2017
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. - Sunday Morning Worship Services
Pastor Greta will give the message, Making Room for Joy, based on Mary’s prayer in 
Luke 1:46-56. Please note: there is no 8:15 a.m. service.
4:00 p.m. - Family Worship
A worship celebration especially geared toward children, with music provided by 
the Angel, Cherub and Chorister Choirs. Rev. John Smoke will bring the message.

7:00 p.m. - A Family Christmas Service
A family service featuring the Connection Choir. The message will be given by 
Director of Youth Ministries, Rev. Howie Snyder. This service will include Holy 
Communion.

9:00 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chancel Choir and a candlelight carol-sing. The message will be 
given by Pastor Greta.

10:15 p.m. - 10:45 p.m. - Holy Communion
Christmas Eve communion, served by Pastors Jim & Greta, in a come-and-go style in the Chapel.

11:00 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chapel Choir and a carol-sing to greet the first moments of 
Christmas morning. The message will be given by Pastor Jim.


