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 Preparing One Another for Ministry -  Greta McDonald

Early one evening in July, I walked to 
the church and noticed in the parking lot 
two people I didn’t recognize. They were 
dressed in jeans, had their hair pulled back 
in bandannas and were loading items into 
a car. I wondered if they needed help, or if 
there was some special event going on at 
church I hadn’t remembered.   
But as I got closer, I realized that I knew 
the two very well. They were active 
members of our church, and of our church’s 
Environmental Stewardship work area. 
They had come to do some truly “hands 
on” work of beautifying the courtyard 
and prayer garden area. Earlier, they had 
already joined others in hours of weeding, 
clearing and uprooting unneeded growth, 
and now had just finished adding new 
plants. When I asked about their work, 
they eagerly talked about what they had 
just planted in the ground, and even more 
eagerly about what it would become for 
others. "We planted some goat’s beard and 
daffodils and Plantain Lilies and Lungwort 
and Solomon’s Seal and Wild Ginger,” 
they said (while I made a mental note that I 
didn’t know what they were talking about, 
except for the daffodils). “Just imagine how 
beautiful that will look now – but even 
more so in the fall and beyond! It will be 
such a nice place to pray, and reflect – and 
a beautiful spot for wedding photos! It will 
add to the whole front of the church.”  
I couldn’t quite imagine with them – due 
to my ignorance of horticulture – but I was 
moved by their envisioning how the hard, 
“down and dirty” work they were doing 
now would make a difference in many 
small and large ways, in the ministry of the 
church for others in the months – and years 
– to come.
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“We prepare one another for ministry.”  
Does that sound familiar? It might – it 
is one of the many rich lines from our 
congregation’s Mission/Vision/Values 
statement. It reminds us of who we are 
and who we want to be – people who 
work together, encourage each other and 
invite others to join in those tasks and 
dreams that will make a difference for 
others in the love of God.
This Tower Bell is full of opportunities 
to make a difference, and to be part of a 
community that prepares one another to 
make a difference for Christ. You’ll read 
about Rally Day, and find invitations for 
all ages to be a part of learning, sharing 
groups. You’ll read about choirs for all 
ages – experiences of fellowship, spiritual 
growth and shared giving that deepens 
the singers and the listeners alike. You’ll 
read about mission outreach through 
the start-up of PADS in September and 
the October CROP Walk. You’ll read 
about invitations to be on planning and 
leadership groups that envision who 
we can be as a church, and listen for the 
new ways God is calling us to serve our 
communities. You’ll read about Sunday 
morning worship experiences, our time 
together to renew each other in faith, 
hope and love.
The Vision statement of our congregation 
reminds us we are all called to “prepare 
one another for ministry, act on our faith, 
encourage and support all God’s children, 
and celebrate our life together in Christ.” 
Whenever and wherever we live out that 
vision, we are making a difference! 
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Please join us on Rally Day as we kick-
off our new year of Sunday School 
and prepare to make a difference as 
a congregation in the coming season. 
At this time, we will return to our 8:15 
a.m. worship service in the Chapel. 
We will be combining our 9:30 
and 11:00 a.m. services into one 
Together @ 10 service at 10:00 a.m. 
in the sanctuary. There will be no 
Sunday school this day as families 
are encouraged to worship together. 
Sunday school will begin on Sunday, 
September 17 at both the 9:30 and 
11:00 a.m. services.
Messy Church
Messy Church will also be held this 
day starting at 11:00 a.m. All are 
invited to join in a family friendly 
worship time with crafts and lunch.

Rally Day - Sunday, September 10

Our theme for Rally Day this year is Letting My Light Shine, which reflects how 
each one of us has unique gifts and talents that we need to share with one 

another and our community. Inside this edition of the Tower Bell, you will find 
information about the many opportunities offered at DGFUMC for you to let 

your light shine this fall.

Sunday Mornings 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
DGFUMC is proud to offer 
professional, experienced child 
care in our nursery during our 
Sunday morning worship services. 
Our caring staff will keep your 
child safe and entertained while 
you attend worship.

Nursery Care Available Welcome!

Next time you are at church, stop 
by our Welcome! Kiosk in the west 
entryway. There you will find all the 
latest information on church activities 
and upcoming events and flyers 
highlighting special groups near and 
dear to DGFUMC.

Welcome! Kiosk

Rally Day Movie
We will continue our fellowship after 
services as the Children & Family 
work area has reserved the Tivoli 
Movie Theater for our Rally Day 
celebration. Everyone is invited to 
attend Sing, which will be shown at 
1:30 p.m. 
Each child (12 and under) who attends 
church that morning will receive a 
coupon for a Kiddie Combo (box 
with popcorn, snack and drink). The 
concession stand will also be open for 
anyone wanting to purchase snacks. 
The doors open at the Tivoli at  
1:00 p.m. 
The movie is free for ALL (you don’t 
need a ticket) so please invite your 
friends and neighbors to come to 
church in the morning and to the 
movie in the afternoon!

Letting My Light Shine

Visit us on 
Sunday 
morning to 
meet our staff 
and view our 
nursery room.
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our lives together
Celebrating

Robert Fletcher
April 6, 2017

Miles and Virginia Hathcock
Allison Nieman

Jeff Nieman

George Alexander Eliopulos
son of Zach & Lucy Eliopulos

Katie Lillian Jurek
daughter of Michael & Julie Jurek

On August 12, 2017 between
Rose McMills and Robert Bahrey

New Members

Baptisms

Weddings

PADS - 2017-2018 
Season Beginning!
The PADS 
season this 
year will begin 
on September 
19 and run 
through  
May 19.
Our first Tuesday to host is October 
3. Sign-ups will begin in the parlor 
on Sunday, September 3. 
Thank you to everyone for your 
continued support of this important 
ministry!

Together @ 10 Service
Sunday, October 29
Please mark your calendars for a special service on Sunday, October 29 where 
the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services will be combined into ONE service at 10:00 
a.m. with a Pancake Breakfast before and after the service in the gym with 
donations benefiting youth activities.
This is a great time to make new friends, re-connect with old friends and 
bring guests to visit our church. Please note the 8:15 a.m. service will still be 
held as normal in the Chapel.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Crop Walk
Sunday, October 15
Save the date to join others in the 
church and community who are 
walking to reduce hunger in our 
area and in the world. Plan to join 
the 5K walk or support others who 
are walking. Watch for the sign-up 
table in the church parlor during 
September and October. For more 
information or to donate this fall, visit 
dgfumc.org.
100% of contributions to CROP 
Walk go to local food pantries and 
to Church World Service to alleviate 
hunger, locally and worldwide.

Sunday, October 22
All third graders 
will receive a Bible 
during the 9:30 a.m. 
worship service. 
More details to 
follow!

Bible Sunday

Sunday, November 5
We will honor our recently deceased 
members and relatives of the 
congregation on Sunday, November 
5 at all three services. We invite you 
to send a photo of your loved one 
to be included in the presentation. 
Please send the photo in a jpeg format 
to Sheila Ochoa at sheila@dgfumc.org 
by October 22. We can also scan and 
return original photos if not available 
in a digital format.

All Saint's Day

DON'T FORGET
Our full Fall Schedule 
starts September 17!
Sunday Worship Services
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School
9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Friday, September 22
7:00 p.m.
Home of Dana & Rob Murphy
Mark your calendars for the next 
social gathering of the Mingling 
Methodists (formerly the 40's and 
50's group). All are welcome to join 
us for fellowship with Dana and 
Rob Murphy as our hosts for the 
evening. Please bring a beverage and 
an appetizer to share. Also, consider 
bringing a guest from church who 
may be interested in meeting new 
people. We hope to see you there!

Mingling 
Methodists
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Music

Welcome Nick Loos, our new Chapel Choir Director

The Choirs are Coming! 
The Choirs are Coming!

Regretfully, on June 29, our wonderful 
Chapel Choir Director, Joy Belt-
Roselieb, resigned. Joy sustained a 
severe injury this past spring and 
her recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. She had a wonderful 
ability to work with high school youth, 
using her excellent musical talents 
and her spirituality in this important 
position. Joy, who was on the music 
faculty at Downers Grove South High 
School, also helped some students find 
a church home here at DGFUMC. She 
will be greatly missed.  
We have been fortunate to find a new 
Chapel Choir director for the start 
of the new choir year. We are very 
thankful that Nick Loos, a gifted 
musician and educator, has accepted 

Starting Rally Day, September 10 at 
the 10:00 a.m. Together @ 10 service, 
our choirs will be back in worship! 
Choir rehearsal startups are right 
around the corner and there is a 
choir for you! Are you wondering if 
you should join a choir? No need to 
wonder any longer. Here are eight 
good reasons to join church choir: 
8.  You always have a great reserved 
     seat for Christmas and Easter.
7.  You can make new friends while 
     serving your church.
6.  Intellectual Stimulation—when you 
     make music, you are using both 
     sides of your brain simultaneously.
5.  No auditions or solos required.
4.  People who are involved in music 
     live longer and are healthier.

3.  “To sing is to pray twice!” 
2.  Every once in a while, you might 
     hear a voice from Heaven’s choir 
     singing along with you. 
     No kidding!
1.  Serving the Lord. 
We have a choir for everyone ages 3 
to 103. If you are interested in joining 
a choir, contact Andi at 630.968.7120, 
ext. 209 or andi@dgfumc.org. 
The first rehearsal for Chancel Choir 
is Thursday, September 7 and for 
the Children’s Choirs, Wednesday, 
September 13. Chapel Choir rehearsals 
began August 30, however, there is 
still time to join.

the offer to serve as Chapel Choir 
Director. You will soon see him 
directing the Choir at our 9:30 a.m. 
worship service.
Nick is a 2011 graduate of North 
Central College who has been a music 
teacher at several elementary, junior 
and high schools. He is currently 
responsible for the music program at 
Field Elementary School in Wheeling, 
IL. Nick loves music, choral directing 
and working with youth. 
Nick cherishes this opportunity to lead 
our Chapel Choir. You may recognize 
Nick as he has sung in several cantatas 
with the Chancel Choir as a guest 
singer. Please welcome Nick when you 
see him!  

Our wonderful organists, vocal choirs, 
bell ringers and instrumentalists 
will be leading music in worship at 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services.  
We will also have special musical 
presentations here at church this fall: 
Together @ 10 Choir Dedication 
Sunday, October 29, 10:00 a.m.
Bell Choir Christmas Concert 
Saturday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir Cantata 
Sunday, December 3, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Chapel Choir Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 17, 4:00 p.m.

Music produces a kind of pleasure which 
human nature cannot do without.  

- Confucius
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Encore!
Bridge Musical Encore 
Sunday, October 1
4:00 p.m.
The Bridge Board at DGFUMC invites 
you to a special concert presented 
by our musically talented church 
members. You may have enjoyed 
hearing them throughout the year 
during worship services (or possibly 
missed them), but now is your chance 
to hear them again as we bring these 
performers back for an Encore. 
Proceeds help support our Bridge 
families as we work with them 
toward self-sufficiency. Tickets are 
$8 in advance and $10 at the door. 
Refreshments will be served after the 
program. We hope you will join us!

Children and Family

On Rally Day, September 10, we will 
have special registration tables set up 
in the parlor to collect Sunday School 
registration cards, which were mailed 
to members this summer. Every family 
needs to register annually; this is how 
we collect emergency information and 
allergy information for each child. 
This year at 9:30 a.m., we will have 
Sunday School for 3 year-olds through 
6th grade. The Preschool class (room 
114) and Kindergarten class (room 
115) will start at 9:30 a.m. in their 
respective classrooms. These students 
will be using the Deep Blue curriculum, 
which helps make Bible stories, Bible 
people and Bible passages a part of 
children's everyday lives. 
Students in grades 1st through 6th 
will start in the main sanctuary sitting 

with their families for worship service. 
There will be a sign-in sheet for 
students in grades 1st through 3rd on 
a clipboard that will be on tables right 
outside the sanctuary. These children 
will also need to be signed out when 
picked up following the worship 
service in rooms 212-218.
Toward the beginning of the worship 
service, children will be invited to 
come forward for the Moment for 
Children. Children may come forward 
or stay with their family. Following 
the children’s message, children will 
follow Pastor Smoke to Sunday school. 
First through 6th graders will follow 
the Spark curriculum. This material 
provides workshop rotation options 
for each Bible story including art, 
games, science and more. 

At our 11:00 a.m. worship service 
Preschool and Kindergarten students 
will meet in room 114 while students 
in 1st through 6th grade will start in 
the sanctuary for worship. Following 
a children’s sermon, they will go to 
Sunday school with Pastor Smoke and 
return to the sanctuary at the end of 
the service. New to the program this 
year, the 11:00 a.m. Sunday School will 
be following the Deep Blue curriculum.

This summer has been a busy one 
for our Board of Trustees. In June we 
were excited to have our new sign 
installed in the front of the church on 
Maple Ave. Using our previous sign 
as a base, a changeable text sign was 
added to the top. This new sign will 
allow us the opportunity to promote 
outreach to the community by more 
visibly advertising our worship hours 
including special worship services.
In July new air conditioning units 
were installed on the roof of the 
church. Within a week the new units 
were up and running with a noticeable 
difference in temperature throughout 
the sanctuary, parlor and offices.
Work continued in August with a 
deep cleaning of our carpets in the 

Sunday School 2017-2018 - Preschool through 6th Grade!

Trustees

Preschool hallway, parlor and narthex 
as well as a scrubbing of the gym and 
gym kitchen floors.
The end of summer, however, will not 
be the end of the work to the building. 
Installation of new Pella replacement 
windows for our large windows in the 
west entryway will begin this fall.
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You’re Invited to Serve with a Team!
Did you know that many of our 
Ministry Areas have a place for you 
to be involved in making a difference 
in the life and outreach of our 
church? Though some committees, 
like Trustees, Staff-Parish, BGB and 
Nominations are limited by United 
Methodist guidelines to a certain 
number of people, other committees 
and ministry areas are flexible in 
the number of people who can 
be included. Serving on a church 
ministry team can be a great way 
to build deeper relationships with 
other members, strengthen our work 
and impact as a church and simply 
experience the joy of completing a 
project together.
Here are just a few of the Ministry 
Areas and Committees that have a 
place for you:

Membership  -- inviting, 
welcoming and involving people 
in the church;
Finance – preparing the financial 
base for church life, ministries 
and outreach, and helping the 
congregation grow in joyful and 
wise generosity;
Worship – helping to provide 
worship experiences through 
which people can experience 
God’s presence and grow in faith; 
Adult Education – developing and 
supporting a variety of learning 
and spiritual growth experiences  
for adults.

During September, you’ll get a chance 
to fill out ministry interest cards that 
will be available in the parlor and 
sanctuary. 
If you’d like to know more, feel free 
to talk to Nominations Committee 
members Dave Sandfort, Andi 
Kinsella, Diane Hundseder, Lenore 
Pitstick, Kay Frank or Pastor Greta.

Nominations

Saturday, September 23 
1:00 p.m.
Join us for our combined Men’s and 
Women’s Annual Golf Outing. We 
will have all sorts of fun prizes for 
golfers of all abilities. You may also 
wish to invite some of your friends 
to join us as your guests.
The outing will be held at the 
Downers Grove Golf Club, with 
tee-off times beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
The registration fee, which includes 
green fees and prize fund, is $25  
per person.

United Methodist Open Golf Tournament
Downers Grove Golf Club

Saturday, September 24, 2011
   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove
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Beginning this spring and continuing 
into summer, members of our 
Environmental Stewardship work 
area met to spruce up our Prayer 
Garden. Invasive plants had laid 
claim to this space and the volunteers 
who gathered worked hard to clean 
out the old growth and prepare for 
new plantings that, in time, will 
bloom, grow and transform the space 
into a welcoming spot for prayer and 
reflection.

The Bridge Board 
at DGFUMC 
currently sponsors 
two families 
in partnership 
with Bridge 
Communities. The Bridge program 
serves homeless families with 
mentoring, housing and supportive 
services. If you are interested in 
being a mentor through our program, 
we encourage you to attend the 
upcoming Mentor Training program.
Saturday, September 30
8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Gary United Methodist Church 
224 Main St, Wheaton
At Mentor Training, you will learn 
who Bridge Communities is, how to 
engage your client family and the 
practical aspects of mentoring.
Registration is required by Monday, 
September 25. To register, visit 
bridgecommunities.org. 
To learn more about the DGFUMC 
Bridge program, please contact 
Bridge Work Area Chair Dan Johnson 
or the church office.

The United Methodist Women's 
Putting Contest will also be held as 
part of the Outing. It will include the 
Women's Longest Drive Contest and 
Women's Low Medal Championship.  
If you need more details, call Bruce 
or Linda Swanson at 630.969.2514. 
Deadline for registration is Thursday, 
September 14. Registration forms are 
available in the church office or the 
Welcome! Kiosk in the west entryway.

Methodist Open Golf Outing

Prayer Garden Clean-up

Bridge Mentor Training
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Youth Ministries

Ignite
Our Ignite program kicks off the 
school year this fall on Sunday, 
September 17 starting at 6:00 p.m.  
Ignite Youth Group is for 7th - 12th 
grade students. The group meets on 
most Sundays of the month from 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. with some exceptions. 
Ignite includes a fun activity, a lesson 
and small group reflection time on 
the lesson. We also plan a once a 
month special event such as a lock-
in, whirly ball, laser tag, corn maze, 
concert, service project, etc. (typically 
on the 4th weekend). Please keep 
an eye on the website and the email 
newsletter updates for additional 
details. 
Onward Bound
Onward Bound is our two-year 
confirmation program for 7th and 8th 
graders who are interested in joining 
the church. During the school year 
students attend classes on Wednesday 
nights, volunteer with our Sunday 
School program, acolyte, sing in the 
Connection Choir or help set up with 
PADS. Our program began this fall 
with an informational meeting on 
August 23, however, there is still time 
to register. For more information, 
please contact Howie Snyder at 
630.968.7120 or howie@dgfumc.org. 
Missions 
This summer over 30 students and 
adults shared the light of Christ 
through mission with our Rogers 
Park Mission Trip and our Sr. High 
Mission Trip. We had 13 students 
and four adults participate with 
the United Church of Rogers Park 
in mid-July by assisting with a free 
Kid’s Camp for the community of 
Rogers Park. Students spent the week 
teaching different activities including 
games, Junior Achievement, healthy 
eating and arts and crafts. 

During the last week of July, ten 
students and three adults travelled 
to Rochester, New York to do home 
repair projects with Group Missions’ 
Workcamp. During the week we were 
also able to spend a day off visiting 
Niagara Falls. 

Both trips were amazing and we 
are excited to grow in mission and 
ministry. Our hope is that next 
summer more students will be 
challenged to make their summer 
vacation not just about taking a break, 
but also about making a difference 
in service by joining us on one of our 
mission trips. 

Help Needed
As much as I love events and activities, 
those aren’t the sign of a healthy youth 
ministry. Adults building relationships 
with teenagers is! A well-trained, 
empowered team of volunteers will create 
healthy momentum that will sustain your 
ministry this fall and far beyond! 

- Youth Ministry Veteran,  
Kurt Johnston

In order to attain our goal of creating 
a sustainable youth ministry program, 
we need help. Please pray for our 
youth ministry as we seek caring 
adults to help us grow. Maybe God 
will call you or put someone’s name 
on your heart. We can use those of 
varying ages, stages of life, gifts and 
abilities. Please contact Howie Snyder 
if you are called to serve in this area.  
Thank you.

College Scholarship 
Recipients
Each year, the DGFUMC community 
offers scholarships to college 
students who have been important 
leaders in the life of our church. 
Congratulations to the seven students 
in our congregation who this year 
were recognized with a scholarship.

Leah Crandell -  
 Augustana College
Wes Davenport -  
 Ohio Northern University
Sam Ebersold -  
 University of WI - Oshkosh
Ben Ficht -  
 Indiana University
Riley McDorman -  
 Millikin University
Alyssa Pyburn -  
 University of Minnesota
Eliza Venetis -  
 Belmont University
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Wednesday Morning 
Women's Bible Study
9:00 a.m.
Room 213
This fall the Wednesday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study will study the 
Gospel of John, using the resource 
John for Everyone by N.T. Wright. All 
women are encouraged to attend this 
dynamic group. Nothing required… 
just show up and have an open heart.
Drop-ins are welcome and childcare 
is provided. Books are available 
for purchase during class and in 
the church office for a suggested 
donation of $6. The group is led by 
Pastor Greta, Maggie Roth and Leah 
Ostwald. Contact Maggie Roth at 
mthurmanroth@gmail.com with any 
questions.

The Tower Bell - Fall 2017

Adult Education

September is just around the corner 
and that means that Membership 
Ministry is planning projects for fall 
and beyond.
Welcome gift bags for newcomers
We had great success in welcoming 
newcomers with a fresh-baked loaf of 
bread and information on our church. 
We plan to continue handing out gift 
bags in the coming year. 
Together @ 10 services
Look for dates on upcoming Together 
@ 10 services. These are great 
opportunities to ask a friend to join 
you for a dynamic church service and 
a delicious pancake breakfast.

Social Media
Membership is looking for new ways 
to reach out to our community. This 
fall we plan to launch YouTube videos 
about what makes our church a 
great place to worship and gather for 
fellowship.  
Looking for a way to get involved? 
Membership Ministry is looking for 
new members. If you have experience 
in marketing, art, technology or 
just want to get involved with this 
dynamic and fun group, please contact 
Lynda Frederick. We meet the 2nd 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Marilou Welch – Still Making a 
Difference
As many of you know, Marilou 
Welch, a life-long member of our 
congregation, and an amazing leader 
and servant in many capacities here, 
including being our Church Office 
Manager for 48 (!) years, moved to 
Arizona last year to be closer to  
her sister.
Marilou is still actively involved in 
church life in Mesa, and in the spring 
became a member of the Velda Rose 
United Methodist Church. She sends 
her greetings and love to us, and 
we send ours back to you, Marilou 
– the ministries you shared here at 
DGFUMC continue to have an impact, 
and we know that you are making a 
difference at Velda Rose UMC, too.

This fall we are pleased to welcome 
back Osvaldo Vena as the leader of 
our Sunday morning bible study class. 
Rev. Vena, a member of our church, 
is a professor of New Testament 
Interpretation at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Evanston.
To start we will finish studying the 
book of Revelation. Don't worry if you 
did not attend the spring class as our 
first few sessions this fall will include 
a catch up on the previous material. 
After completing our study of 
Revelation, we will move to the book 
of Mark and a brief account of Daniel.
The Sunday morning class will 
commence on September 17 at 9:30 
a.m. in room 213. We hope you 
will join this group for engaging 
discussions.

New Fall Study Groups

Membership 
Ministry 

At our Wednesday classes led by 
Pastor Jim, we will be studying 
Wolfhart Pannenberg's Basic Questions 
in Theology - Collected Essays, Volume 1. 
This book of essays is from one of the 
foremost theologians of our day and 
offers the reader a unique insight into 
the revelation of God. Pannenberg is 
Professor Emeritus of Theology at the 
University of Munich and author of 
several influential books
We will only bite off a small section 
of this book each week, so that the 
readings will not be a hardship for 
anyone. Get ready for some interesting 
discussions around the exciting ideas 
presented in this book. 
Classes will be held on Wednesday 
mornings at 11:00 a.m. and 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in 
room 213 beginning September 13.
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Caring Callers
A thank you luncheon for our Caring 
Callers and training for new callers was 
held on August 27. The Caring Callers 
visit our shut-ins bringing conversation 
and news of our church and church 
members. We are now mailing out 
weekly worship bulletins to folks who 
wish to stay connected by way of the 
weekly news. Please contact Rosie 
Roose if you would like a visit or want 
to be a person who brings support to 
those who cannot attend worship or 
take part in the activities that were a 
part of their church life.
This fall Health and Wellness is 
offering two new small groups. 
Fit and Feast
Begins Wednesday, September 27
6:15 p.m.
Start your New Year’s Resolution early. 
Give yourself the gift of a better life. Fit 
and Feast will meet once a month from 
6:15 to 7:00 p.m. during the Family 
Fellowship dinner, babysitting will be 
provided. During that time you will 
meet with a group leader to choose 
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Health and Wellness

Looking for guidance with your daily 
devotions? DGFUMC is pleased to 
offer The Upper Room, a bimonthly 
devotional guide. The Upper Room 
offers daily entries that include a 
quoted scripture verse, a suggested 
scripture reading, brief comments, a 
prayer and a closing thought for the 
day. Individual contributors provide 
content for the daily entries with 
the emphasis on personal stories of 
everyday people. 
You may pick-up your copy of The 
Upper Room in the narthex and in the 
Welcome! Kiosk today!

a goal to commit to for a month in 
each of four areas; physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual. For example, 
you may choose from a list to commit 
to - exercise 15 minutes a day, look for 
a silver lining in stressful events, have 
a weekly chat with a friend, apologize 
when you wrong someone - simple 
things that can make a difference over 
time. Each month we will discuss how 
your commitments went and you 
can choose to renew or change your 
goals for the next month. Sign-up in 
the church office and/or look for more 
information in the parlor and in the 
bulletin. 
Shifting Sands
Begins Monday, September 11
12:45 p.m.
Life changes us over time along with 
our perspective of ourselves and 
our relationship with others. In this 
small group we will explore and 
discuss how our many-faceted self is 
changing and how we are meeting the 
demands of our new realities. Meets 
on the second and fourth Monday of 
the month in Westmont from 12:45 to 

2:15 p.m. Led by Shelly Zabielski and 
Carol Lysne. For more details and/
or to register call the church office at 
630.968.7120. 
Taking Care of Your Loved Ones
Tuesday, October 3
7:00 p.m.
A panel of representatives will discuss 
what their various organizations have 
to offer when you need home care 
help or a residence for your parents, 
relative, friend or even yourself. 
Brittany Beltz from KB Home Nursing, 
Becky Mayer from Lombard Place, 
Penny Barsamti from Heritage Wood 
and Courtney Huddleston from 
Aspired, a new facility in Westmont, 
will share information about their 
facilities. 
We will follow up with “What You 
Need To Know Before You Make a 
Decision.” Members of our church 
who have been through the process 
will share what they learned along the 
way that they wish they had known 
ahead of time.
Watch for more information soon.

Lunch Bunch is a group of senior 
adults that meets monthly for fun, 
fellowship and lunch. Please join us 
this fall for the following gatherings!
Wednesday, September 13 - 11:30 a.m. 
Trio Restaurant & Banquet
980 W. 75th St, Downers Grove
Wednesday, October 11 - 11:30 a.m.
Harner's Bakery & Restaurant
10 W. State St, North Aurora
Wednesday, November 8 - 11:30 a.m.
Bohemian Crystal Restaurant 
639 Blackhawk Dr, Westmont

Lunch Bunch

All senior adults are welcome to 
join us for any or all of these events. 
To register visit the Lunch Bunch 
table on Sunday in the parlor or call 
Bonnie Lehmann at 630.308.2259. Also 
contact Bonnie if you are interested in 
carpooling.
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Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church Web Site: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
US mailed upon request.
Happenings E-newsletter: Emailed every two weeks.  
US mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:  
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Publication deadline for the 2017-18
Winter Tower Bell is October 23.

The Tower Bell - Fall 2017

Missions, Justice & Community

Scan this QR code with 
your smartphone to go 
directly to dgfumc.org

Summer is winding down, fall 
beckons and it is time to start up 
another Friday Night at the Movies 
series. This coming year we are 
suggesting that our presenters pick 
a specific genre or theme – their 
choice – and present a film within 
that category. Suggestions include 
choosing from a top ten list, a movie 
from the American Film Institute’s top 
100 or a specific genre such as drama 
or biography. From these choices we 
should get a wide variety of enjoyable 
and thought-provoking films.
We will continue to meet, for the 
most part, on the third Friday of each 
month, September through May, at 
the Safford home. Due to Safford 
travel plans, however, September 
will most likely be on the fifth Friday, 
September 29. We are busy lining 
up presenters for 2017-18, but could 
always use new blood. We would 
love to have you come on board as 
attendee or presenter. Registration 
takes place in the church office by 
phone, email or in person. Watch for 
specifics in upcoming Weekly Word  
and Happenings. Hope to see you soon!

Eleven DGFUMC members 
participated in the first 
Intergenerational mission trip, July 
16 - 22 to Cass Community Social 
Services in Detroit, Michigan.

Don and Devra Dunham; Ray and 
Ina Osborn; Carolyn Gugliemo; Pete 
Wildman; Ed Dunn; and the Hyzy 
family (Kurt, Renee, Hannah and 
Joe) braved hot temperatures and 
challenged their physical endurance 
while tearing out and replacing 12 
sections of sidewalk.
Cass Community Social Services 
(CCSS) is a Detroit-based agency 
dedicated to providing food, housing, 
health services and job programs 

Friday Night at the Movies

Putting Faith In Action to those in need. Created from the 
ministries of Cass Community 
United Methodist Church, CCSS has 
grown into a standalone nonprofit 
organization that serves over one 
million meals annually, operates a 
weekly free medical clinic and a Green 
Industries department, which makes 
a variety of products from recycled 
materials, including sandals and mud 
mats from discarded tires and coasters 
from recycled glass.
One of the major projects for CCSS 
is the construction of 25 tiny homes 
(250 - 450 square feet) that will 
link affordable housing with home 
ownership for previously homeless 
individuals. The sidewalks our 
mission team repaired were in front 
of five tiny homes that will soon be 
occupied.
It was a wonderful experience to work 
side-by-side with church members 
and to meet volunteers from other 
congregations throughout the week. 
Sponsored by the Mission, Justice and 
Community Work Area, this mission 
trip was just one of several outreach 
projects planned, including another 
Saturday workday at Berry UMC 
Church in Chicago this fall.

Thank you to all those DGFUMC 
members who supported this Detroit 
trip through financial sponsorships 
and donations of tools and supplies!
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United Methodist Women

United Methodist Women is an 
organized unit of women of all ages 
and lifestyles that put their faith, hope 
and love into action for mission in our 
community and around the world. We 
also develop a creative and supportive 
fellowship to expand our concepts 
through participation in the Global 
Ministries of the church. 
Our local UMW is led by the 
Leadership Team and comprised of 
smaller groups, called Circles. Each 
Circle meets once a month (September 
- May) at a designated time to come 
together for social time, devotions 
and a program. Each Circle chooses 
a mission project, either locally or 
globally. 
If you have never been involved in 
UMW or may have only participated 
in a General meeting, consider visiting 
and/or joining one of the Circles in 
September to meet and work with 
other women as we continue to serve 
God through mission projects for 
women and children.  

ALL Women of DGFUMC are invited to be a part of UMW!

Purchase With a Purpose is the major 
year round fundraiser to support the 
work of United Methodist Women. We 
purchase gift cards at a discount and 
sell them at face value for you to use 
when you do your regular shopping, 
dining out or for gift giving. Stop by 
our table in the parlor any Sunday to 
find out how easy it is to participate.
There are many ways that gift cards 
can be useful - try keeping a gas card 
in your car so that your teen driver 

Purchase with a Purpose

Circle meetings in September are as 
follows: 

Mary Elizabeth Circle – 
Wednesday, September 27, 1:00 p.m. 
in Chapel Hall; 
Rachel Circle – 
Thursday, September 28, 9:00 a.m. 
in room 213 (babysitting provided); 
Ruth Circle – 
Thursday, September 28, 12:45 p.m. 
in Chapel Hall; 
Sarah Circle – 
Monday, September 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
in room 213.

There will no longer be a Fall General 
meeting so please plan to join us for 
the Annual Christmas Tea. This year it 
will be held the evening of December 
5th at 6:30 p.m. Please mark your 
calendars!!
So ladies of DGFUMC, we welcome 
you to become involved in one of the 
Circles and/or attend our Christmas 
Tea. For more information, contact  
Shelly Davenport at 630.512.0370 or 
sdavenortarch@gmail.com, Julie Stone at 

doesn’t get caught with no money 
and an empty tank - have some small 
denomination fast food cards to give 
to someone in need or to use yourself! 
Great American Bagel, Starbucks and 
Subway come in $5 denominations, 
most others are $10.
Thank you for supporting this 
fundraiser and making a difference 
in the lives of women and children 
everywhere.

630.450.6444 or jcstone1@hotmail.com 
or Wendy Nystrom at 630.330.0581 or 
wendy_nystrom@me.com. Additional 
information can also be found on our 
church website at dgfumc.org.
To support the mission projects of 
UMW, we appreciate your continued 
support and participation in our 
various fundraisers. We want to 
say Thank You to all those who 
participated in the June fundraiser and 
enjoyed a tasty meal at Home Run Inn. 
Mission u at DGFUMC
This summer on July 22, UMW at 
DGFUMC was pleased to host a 
Mission u event for the Northern 
Illinois Conference. Mission u is an 
opportunity to study current issues 
impacting society based on current 
mission study topics with particular 
attention to the responsibilities of 
women in fulfilling the mission 
work of the church. The topics of 
study were: Living as a Covenant 
Community, Missionary Conferences 
of the U.S. and Climate Justice: Call to 
Hope and Action. 
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Rally Day Schedule of Events
  8:15 a.m.  - Worship in the Chapel
10:00 a.m.  - Together @ 10 Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.  - Messy Church in the Gym followed by Lunch
  1:30 p.m.  - Movie at the Tivoli - Doors open at 1:00 p.m.

Save the Date!
RALLY DAY
Sunday, September 10


