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Tower Bell
The

Downers Grove First United Methodist Church

Quarterly
Newsletter

Volume 24

Way back in 1963, Nat King Cole sang 
these lyrics imploring us to lock up our 
houses and get to the beach. Well, in 
Downers Grove, we do not have too many 
beaches, and on some summer days it is 
better to stay indoors with air-conditioned 
cooler temps. But, oh how good it is to 
be outside in the summer, to wear lighter 
clothing, to just be lighter, to be out in the 
open among nature and our neighbors.
But the wonder of summer is that it can 
also lead our faith into the open.
I’m reminded of the Eighteenth Psalm, a 
Psalm of David who writes of the day the 
Lord delivered him from the hand of all 
his enemies, when it reads "He brought me 
out into a large place." 

Photo credit: Freeimages.com/Zach Petch

Those Lazy-Hazy-Crazy Days of Summer

Hans Caste, Charles Tobias

Roll out those lazy-hazy-crazy days of summer
Those days of soda and pretzels are here.
Roll out those lazy-hazy-crazy days of summer
Dust off the sun and moon and sing a song of cheer.

Faith, like summer, not only brings us out 
into wide open spaces, but also has the 
hope and love to allow us to grow and 
flourish in those spaces.
This summer at DGFUMC, there are many 
opportunities for us to bring our faith out 
into the open: Vacation Bible School for 
the children, Mission Trips for the youth, 
Lunch Bunch for our seniors or our All-
Church Mission Trip to Detroit for those of 
all ages, to just name a few. Each activity 
allowing us to grow more in our faith.
So go out this summer into those large 
places, and like the song says ,"You'll wish 
that summer could always be here. You'll 
wish that summer could always be here."
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In Memoriam

New Members

Baptisms

Adult Baptisms

Weddings

our lives together
Celebrating Summer Happenings at DGFUMC

Summer Worship Hours start the weekend after Memorial Day and run through 
Labor Day. Please join us each Sunday in the sanctuary for worship at 8:30 
and 10:00 a.m. During these months Pattie Barnes, our organist and director of 
handbell ministries, coordinates with talented musicians from our church and 
community to provide special musical ministry during each worship service.

Summer may be a time to relax and take it easy, but that doesn't mean DGFUMC 
slows down! There are many activities going on at our church this summer. Check 
them out in this edition of the Tower Bell.

Sunday, June 4
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Please join us as we recognize our 
2017 High School Graduates. There 
will also be a moment to recognize our 
college graduates.

Sunday, June 4
Before and after the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service
Be sure to make plans to stop by the 
gym before or after the 10:00 service 
to continue in fellowship and enjoy 
a Pancake Breakfast to benefit youth 
activities.

Please note on Sunday, May 28 we will have a special Together @ 10 service at 
10:00 a.m. in place of our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. Our 8:15 a.m. service will 
still be held in the chapel.

Sunday, August 27
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Please join the United Methodist 
Women in celebrating children and 
youth all over the world.  
Children and youth from our 
congregation will participate in this 
special service. 
Children of all ages are asked to 
bring their backpacks or briefcases to 
church and Pastor John Smoke will 
give a blessing to get the new school 
and work year off to a great start. 
Please join us in celebrating our most 
precious gift; the children.

Shirley Jacobs
April 13, 2017

Hannah Paulsen
March 3, 2017

Ermalou Roller
March 22, 2017

Aubrey Lynn Cumbo
Haisley Marie Cumbo
Landon Joseph Cumbo

children of Nick & Amy Cumbo
Rowan Maxwell Faasse

son of Derek & Elizabeth Faasse
Amy Alice Kukla

daughter of Steve & Kelly Kukla
Tripp Daniel Lipka

son of Daniel & Erin Lipka
Frank Everett May

son of Ryan & Molly May
Cailey Ann McKenzie

daughter of Tim & Meggen McKenzie

Justin Scott Peters

On April 4, 2017 between
Tristan Theissing and Robert Cure

Beverly, Emily & Amy Binder
David & Barbara Frasher
Andrew & Molly Hesse 

Lucy Nevrly
Cyndi Nieman

Thomas & Jeanne Radja

Summer Worship Hours

High School  
Graduate  
Recognition

Pancake 
Breakfast

Children's 
Sabbath & 
Blessing 
of the 
Backpacks

Visiting Youth 
Choir Concerts 
This June
Thursday, June 8
7:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 11
8:30 a.m. Worship Service
Be sure to join us as we welcome the 
Celebration Singers Youth Choir from 
First UMC in Hurst, TX for a Thursday 
night concert and to our Sunday 
morning 8:30 worship service!

Friday, June 23
7:00 p.m.
The Salt and Light Youth Choir from 
St. Andrew UMC in Plano, TX will 
present a Friday night concert for all 
to enjoy. You won't want to miss it!
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The 2017 Chapel Choir Tour, Stand 
for Peace, saw 29 students traverse the 
southern states spreading a musical 
message of Peace, touching the 
hearts of many along the way. Led 
by Joy Belt-Roselieb, Howie Snyder, 
Kevin Zehme and Craig Roselieb, the 
group’s destination was New Orleans, 
LA with stops in Manchester, MO; 
Batesville, MS; Oxford, MS; wrapping 
up back in Manchester. Supporting the 
staff and coordinating the travels and 
activities of the tour were Bob Walters, 
Bruce Ritter, Jim & Kathy Gracey, Julie 
Chmela and Maria Kerr-Lippert.
As often happens, the group was 
welcomed with warm hospitality at 
each stop along the tour. The members 
of the host church in Batesville were 
so inspired by the choir that they 
presented the group with a very 
generous Love Offering to help 
support the tour. There was also an 
opportunity to dine on genuine home 
style cooking with members of their 
youth group along with host families. 

2017 Chapel Choir Tour Recap

The youth were also warmly 
greeted and cared for by families 
at Aldersgate UMC in Slidell, LA 
and St. Andrews UMC in Oxford, 
MS. Each congregation added their 
own personal touch and unique 
southern home cooking. There is a 
reason Mississippi is known as “The 
Hospitality State!” 
The youth also had an opportunity to 
socialize with residents of the Azalea 
Estates Retirement Center in Slidell, 
playing board games and having an 
impromptu sing along. The residents 
were incredibly appreciative of the 
time and attention the youth spent 
interacting with them. 
There was also time for the youth 
to enjoy the heart of The Big Easy 
starting with a stop at Captain Jack’s 
Swamp tour of a genuine Mississippi 
Bijou (complete with gators), spending 
the afternoon at the beach, wandering 
the French Quarter and enjoying a 
Dixieland Jazz Dinner Cruise aboard 
the Steamboat Natchez.

The journey home took the tour back 
to Manchester, MO where we reunited 
with former DGFUMC Youth Director, 
Nick Nicholas. Many choir members 
grew up in the church during Nick’s 
tenure and it was noted that he 
participated in the baptism of nearly 
two-thirds of the students in the 
group.
Spreading the word and peace of 
God’s Love through music and actions 
is one of the missions of the Chapel 
Choir. As this season of music and 
sharing comes to a close,we hope 
we are worthy of the words from 
Matthew 25:21 “Well Done, Good 
and Faithful Servants” and that our 
students are inspired to carry on their 
work and spread the message as they 
continue on their journey as Disciples 
of Christ. 
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Children and Family

August 1-3
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Join us this August for Hero Central. 
Children will go on awesome 
adventures alongside some of their 
favorite Bible heroes and discover the 
qualities that make us truly heroic in 
God. Hero Central uses epic music, 
spectacular science, crafty crafts, 
heroic recreation and fantastic Bible 
stories to help kids discover their 
strength in God!
Children entering Kindergarten 
through 6th grade are invited to 
attend. The cost is $15 per child or 
$35 per family with three or more 
children. Cost includes all materials 
and a pizza lunch with a short 
program for families on Thursday, 
August 3, at noon.
Adults, please consider volunteering 
to help; it’s fun and the children love 
having their parents there.
Registration forms are available in the 
church office and online at dgfumc.org.

Wacky Wednesdays is a summer 
program for children going into 
grades 1st through 6th. The mission 
of this program is to bring children 
together for a lot of fun and fellowship 
in a church community. All kids 
are welcome; invite your children, 
grandchildren, children in your 
neighborhood and children of friends. 

Summer Wacky Wednesday 
Schedule and Themes

  July 5:  Bingo Night and Toy Exchange!  
July 12:  Minute-To-Win-It Game Night! 
July 19:  Coach Josh Dance Party! 
July 26:  Waterslide Party!

Wacky WednesdaysVacation Bible School
The program meets on Wednesdays in 
July from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. and there is  
NO cost. Parents are welcome to drop 
off their kids OR stay and enjoy the 
fun. Children are encouraged to bring 
one non-perishable food item each 
week to be donated to the People's 
Resource Center.       

Wesley Fun Fact!
Charles Wesley is Methodism’s most 
famous musician, and his words have 
inspired people of faith for nearly 
300 years. His faith was most clearly 
communicated through the songs 

Charles Wesley wrote over 
6,000 hymns.

Interesting Facts about Charles Wesley

he composed. His words are known 
worldwide and United Methodists can 
take pride in their connection to this 
poet and preacher.

Source: United Methodist Communications

History is more than facts and figures. It is full 
of real people with real stories. Connecting with 
those people and stories helps us understand 
our lives and discern God’s direction for our 
future. That is why it is important to connect 
to the important people in our church history. 
To help you do that, included in this edition of 
the Tower Bell are some interesting, and maybe 
even surprising, facts about Charles Wesley.

Source: umcom.org - Jeremy Steele
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Putting Our Faith Into Action By Helping Others

Sharing Connections

Missions

This summer, DGFUMC has a unique 
opportunity to Live Our Faith through 
an all-church inter-generational 
mission trip to Detroit, July 16-22. 
Take advantage of this chance to get 
to know other church members while 
working side-by-side to serve those 
less fortunate. Come for the whole 
week or for as many days as you 
can. Come by yourself or bring your 
family and friends. There will be a 
wide range of projects, including: 
painting, light construction and 
carpentry, gardening and yard work, 
preparing and serving food, document 
destruction, tire recycling and then 
making mud mats or sandals from 
those tires, working with children, 
mixing and packaging teas and much, 
much more.
The cost is only $45 a day per 
person, which includes all meals, 
accommodations and supplies. It is 
recommended that children be at least 
12 years old.
We will be working at Cass 
Community Social Services (CCSS), 
a Detroit-based agency dedicated 
to providing food, housing, health 
services and job programs to those in 
need. Created from the ministries of 
Cass Community United Methodist 
Church, CCSS has grown into a 
standalone nonprofit organization 
that serves over one million meals 
annually, operates a weekly free 

medical clinic and a Green Industries 
department, which makes a variety of 
products from recycled materials.
There are at least seven ways you can 
assist on this mission trip:
1. Participate as an individual or a 

family. Come for as many days as 
you can for only $45 per person 
per day. (Maximum of $600 a 
family for all six days.)

2. Donate a yard or construction 
tool for our group to use and then 
leave behind for Cass Community 
Services to use in the future.

3. Sponsor a volunteer who is going 
for $50.

4. Purchase a recycled product 
made by volunteers and formerly 
homeless workers at Cass 
Community Social Services.

5. Purchase a special DGFUMC 
T-shirt for $10.

6. Write a check to Cass Community 
Social Services to support their 
ministries.

7. Write a check to DGFUMC to 
help cover the cost of vans and 
expenses for the mission trip.  

To sign-up or learn more about the 
trip, contact Don or Devra Dunham 
or stop by the table in the parlor on 
Sunday morning.  
To learn more about Cass Community 
Social Services, visit casscommunity.org.

This spring the Mission, Justice and 
Community Work Area (MJC) made a 
donation to Sharing Connections (SC). 
Cindy Johnson, representing Sharing 
Connections, joined MJC for their 
April meeting as guest speaker and 
was presented the check.
Sharing Connections brings together 
community members by enabling 
families and businesses to share their 
gently used furniture and household 
items with families needing assistance. 
SC operates out of a 9,000 square 
foot warehouse in Downers Grove 
and distributes donated furniture 
and household items to over 6,000 
individuals annually. 
The families served by SC include the 
previously homeless, unemployed 
and working poor, veterans, victims 
of domestic violence, immigrants, 
individuals with mental or physical 
disabilities, victims of fire, flood 
and natural disasters, etc. They have 
housing, but are faced with the harsh 
reality that their “home” is empty or 
severely under-furnished – without 
cribs and beds for the children, a table, 
chairs and dishes to share meals, 
or even a sofa to sit on and relax. 
These individuals and families must 
overcome many obstacles on their way 
to self-sufficiency.
DGFUMC's support for Sharing 
Connections is made possible by 
our special Outreach offerings at 
Thanksgiving and Easter. These 
offerings can also be made year round.
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Last year the Environmental 
Stewardship Work Area earned the 
Earth Flag that proudly hangs near our 
church’s elevator through a program 
sponsored by DuPage County and 
School & Community Assistance for 
Recycling and Composting Education 
(SCARCE) in recognition of our efforts 
to conserve resources and create a 
healthy environment.
SCARCE, which began in 1990 with 
the mission "To inspire people, 
through education, to preserve & 
care for our Earth’s natural resources, 
while working to build sustainable 
communities" is an award-winning 
environmental education non-profit 
dedicated to creating sustainable 
communities based in Glen Ellyn. 

SCARCE: School & Community Assistance for Recycling and Composting Education

Strengthening Our Connections

Music

As we think about the music available 
to us here at DGFUMC in the past 
couple of months, we are amazed at 
the talent and generosity of our church 
family. Our Chapel Choir toured 
down to New Orleans and back again 
this April, representing our church in 
a way that should make us all very 
proud. The youth, adult leaders, Joy 
and Kevin, and the CCB, along with 
preparing for and singing in worship 
every Sunday at the 9:30 service, 
dedicate many hours in preparation of 
the Tour. Thank you for the gifts you 
all give! 
Our Chancel Choir presented John 
Rutter’s The Gift of Life on April 9. The 
performance was greatly enhanced by 
a guest orchestra and it was a great 
turn out! It was inspiring and uplifting 

to see our church full of people. 
It was wonderful and moving for 
everyone. Thank you to all, especially 
Diane Hires and Pattie Barnes, for 
the opportunity to experience such 
beautiful music. 
Our children’s choirs presented The 
Not So Terrible Parable on April 30. Led 
by Becky Kriz and Debbie Phillips, 
accompanied by Kevin Zehme and 
Dave Sandfort, the children did a fine 
job; we were all entertained, and we 
all learned a little more about how 
good it is to be kind to one another.
Our two handbell choirs presented the 
Spring Ring on May 20. Pattie and the 
ringers, as always, were excellent and 
entertaining!

Environmental Stewardship

As our choirs close shop for their 
summer break, we all look forward 
to Special Music during our summer 
worship times. Our doors are open all 
summer! See you there!

This year we have added a Recycling 
Stand next to the flag as we continue 
our partnership with SCARCE. This 
recycling effort helps to support their 
volunteer programs by collecting 
buttons, crayons, Altoid cans, pop can 
tops and Box Tops for Education.  
Check out their website at scarce.org to 
learn more or stop by our Recycling 
Stand to read about their projects as 
described on the collection containers. 
As the containers are filled, the items 
will be brought to SCARCE. The Box 
Tops for Education will be given to 
our local schools. 
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United Methodist Women

On Thursday, April 27, many of our 
members enjoyed the annual UMW 
Spring Luncheon. Caroline Bertolino 
presented the program about the 
UMW Reading Program and let us 
know about the many great books our 
own UMW Library Cart has to offer. 
Consider checking out the selections. 
There are books on social action, 
leadership, spiritual growth and 
education for mission. 
The books are available to any member 
of UMW just by going to the DGFUMC 
Library in room 116 and finding the 
book of your choice from the UMW 
Book Cart. The check-out process is 
done on the honor system. Simply 
choose a book, sign your name and 
date of check-out on the card and 
place the card in the file box located 
on the cart. When you return the book, 
find the card and return it to the book 
pocket. No deadlines or due dates, 
just enjoy reading the book and return 
it when you are finished. It’s a great 
way to find some inspirational and 
Christian based reading material. 

Strengthening Our Connections

On Sunday, May 14, some of the 
members of UMW participated in the 
World Thank Offering Sunday service.  
The special offering taken that day 
will help to support women, children 
and youth through our many missions 
world wide. Your generous support is 
greatly appreciated.
In July the Northern Illinois 
Conference of United Methodist 
Women will host Mission U. There 
will be a weekend event, July 13-16 
at Camp Reynoldswood in Dixon, IL 
and also a one day conference on July 
22, which will be held at our church.  
Classes and camps are for adults, 
children (K-11 yrs) and Youth (ages 
12-17). Studies will include Living as 
a Covenant Community, Missionary 
Conferences of the U.S., Climate 
Justice and will promote relationship 
building. If you are interested 
in knowing more, contact Shelly 
Davenport, sdavenportarch@gmail.com, 
visit umcnic.org/ministries/um-women/ 

or contact the Mission U Dean, Linda 
Priest at 630.739.9259, or email at 
ceoweeks@sbcglobal.net.
UMW would like to thank everyone 
for their continued support of our 
main fundraiser, Purchase with 
a Purpose. It is this program that 
helps to support the many local and 
global missions supported by United 
Methodist Women. Remember to 
purchase gift cards at our UMW table 
in the parlor each Sunday between 
church services. We have many “cash 
& carry” gift cards available on a 
weekly basis such as Amazon, Dairy 
Queen, Jewel, Kohl’s, Panera Bread 
and more. You can also purchase 
many others by placing your order 
in the parlor and picking it up 
the following Sunday. For more 
information, contact Ina Osborn at 
inamairi@mac.com. 

Scholarship 
Recognition Season
Scholarship recognition applications 
are currently available for church 
members who have completed at 
least one year of college. Completed 
applications are due June 25 6. 
There will also be envelopes in the 
pews through June for individuals 
wanting to donate to this important 
ministry.
Scholarship recipients will be 
recognized at the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, August 6.

Some have described Charles Wesley 
as the "first Methodist."

Scholars point out that Charles was 
the one who first brought together 
a group of like-minded Christians 
to the "Holy Club" at Oxford. Three 
days before his brother John's famous 
experience of feeling his heart 
"strangely warmed," Charles had a 
"strange palpitation of heart."

Source: umcmission.org

Wesley Fun Fact!
Tim Troy shot a 35 to win the 
championship at the 2017 Pine Hollow 
Open. Cal Roselieb won the Low Net 
and The Bear Tickets with a 21.
Members of the DGFUMC Team were:  
Bill Mellin, Pete Wildman, Bob Blair-
Smith, Barry Howard, Bruce Swanson, 
Doug Swanson, Doug Roselieb, Cal 
Roselieb, Wesley Roselieb, Dick 
Flewelling, Brian Hecht, Walt Sanding 
and Bruce Thornquist.
The next outing on the schedule is the 
Men and Women's Methodist Open to 
be held Saturday, September 23 at the 
Downers Grove Golf Club.

2017 Pine  
Hollow Golf  
Tournament

United Methodist Open Golf Tournament
Downers Grove Golf Club

Saturday, September 24, 2011
   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove
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You may have noticed that after 
many worship services, one of our 
church members stands in the church 
narthex, greeting newcomers with a 
gift bag – inside is a loaf of bread! This 
little gift, given by the Membership 
Development Ministry Area, is a 
way to say “welcome” to those who 
visit, and to create a comfortable 
opportunity for conversation to help 
them feel at home in the church.
We are glad the Membership Ministry 
initiated this simple way to extend 
a welcome. And all of us have the 
same responsibility – and privilege 

Do you sometimes have ideas about 
what you would like to experience 
in our worship services? Perhaps 
you’ve thought of styles of prayer, 
music, congregational sharing or other 
elements of worship that might enrich 
our services. Well, soon you’ll have an 
opportunity to share those ideas.
In June a brief Worship Survey will be 
sent to every household in our church 
membership. You’ll have the option to 
give simple, multiple choice answers 
to questions, as well as to write longer 
answers about your preferences, ideas 
and hopes regarding worship.  
Then, in the summer and early fall, 
there will be further opportunities to 
engage in small group discussions 
about worship with others in our 
congregation.  
We invite you to be thinking now 
about what you find most meaningful 
in worship, and to watch for the 
Worship Survey this summer. We look 
forward to this sharing of ideas!

- The Worship Ministry Area and 
Worship Survey Team

The Sacrament of Communion has 
always been key in United Methodist 
worship. John Wesley was definite 
in his understanding that the 
communion table should be open 
to anyone who wants to receive the 
sacrament, for he had seen the power 
of that gift of Christ’s demonstration 
of love, forgiveness and inclusion 
in the lives of people who had not 
understood that, no matter what, 
they were beloved by God. He also 
insisted that the Methodists use only 
“the unfermented juice of the vine”  
(grape juice, not wine) to show care 
for those among them who struggled 
with alcohol use. He encouraged 
Methodists to receive communion as 
often as possible.

Watch for the Worship 
Survey!

What about the Bread?

Would You Like to Be a Part of a Communion 
Serving Team?

Membership 
Ministry 

We share in Holy Communion once a 
month in our 9:30 and 11:00 services, 
and twice a month at our 8:15 service.  
Often, laity assist the clergy in serving 
the elements to the congregation.  
Those who do often remark what a 
moving experience it is to hold the 
bread or cup that conveys the presence 
of Christ to one another.  
Would you like to be part of a 
communion serving team? We hope 
to gather the names of people who are 
interested in finding out more about 
this ministry during the summer, and 
then have them serve at various times 
during the coming school year. To 
indicate your interest, or to find out 
more, please leave word at the church 
office, or with Pastor Greta.

– to extend welcome in simple ways 
to those who visit our church. One 
simple rule is the “rule of 10” – as 
worship is ending, notice who is 
within a 10-foot radius of where you 
are sitting. If there is someone in that 
circle you don’t know, or don’t know 
well, go to that person and spend a 
few minutes in conversation with him 
or her. If you don’t know the person, 
asking, “Have we met?” is a good 
way to start the conversation. Taking 
those moments can make a world of 
difference.
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The month of May saw Friday Night 
at the Movies finish another excellent 
season with the presentation of Captain 
Fantastic, with discussion led by film 
expert Sue Thornquist. We’ll take the 
summer off as usual, but it’s time to 
think ahead to our 2017-18 series, and 
as always we’re looking for a few good 
presenters. Do you have a favorite film 
you’d love to share and discuss with 
a friendly group of movie lovers? Our 
current crop of presenters did a great 
job selecting this past year’s offerings, 
but we’re always open for new blood 
to join us. Think about it!
Speaking of that current crop of 
presenters, a big thanks is in order 
for Fred Conger, Andrew and Cindy 
Johnson, Carol Lysne, Kay Mundy 
and Owen Bates, Ken and Tammy 
Potts, Bob and Kathleen Schultz, John 
Smoke and Sue Thornquist. Job well 
done, group! Thanks also to our loyal 
attendees. Whether you came once or 
every month, we loved having you  
on board.
We welcome suggestions about next 
year’s offerings as we plan our movie 
nights for next year. Please contact 
Don or Caryl Safford if you have 
questions or suggestions, and stay 
tuned for our update in the August 
TowerBell.

Friday Night  
at the Movies

Lunch Bunch is a group of senior 
adults that meets monthly for a 
luncheon. Please join us this summer 
for the following gatherings!
Wednesday, June 14
Seven Dwarfs Restaurant
917 East Roosevelt Road (NW corner 
of Roosevelt & President), Wheaton 
Wednesday, July 12
Downers Delight Pancake House & 
Restaurant
401 75th Street, DG
Wednesday, August 9
Olive Garden
1211 Butterfield Road, DG 
All senior adults are welcome to join 
us for any or all of these luncheons. To 
register visit the Lunch Bunch table 
on Sunday in the parlor or call Bonnie 
Lehmann at 630.308.2259.

Lunch Bunch

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone 
who helped with PADS this season!  
Your continued dedication to this 
mission is AMAZING! We just 
completed our 15th season hosting 
PADS! This program is not possible 
without the support of ALL of you! 
Over the years you have helped 
provide countless meals and a safe 
place for so many of our communities 
most needy.
Our mission continues beginning in 
October, please watch for sign-ups in 
September.
Thanks again and have a wonderful 
summer!

PADS Thank You!

Having an Upcoming Party?
The season for graduation parties and 
other celebrations is underway! Don't 
forget that you can rent tents, tables 
and chairs from DGFUMC Youth 
Ministries.
Our pricing is highly competitive, 
especially considering that delivery, 
set-up and take down is included. 
All proceeds help fund the Chapel 
Choir Tour and Youth Mission Trip. 
Brochures are available in the church 
office and online at dgfumc.org.  
Contact Don Dunham at 630.362.3164 
or don@dgfumc.org for more 
information.

John and Charles Wesley did not 
always agree.

Despite their closeness, the brothers 
did not always agree on questions 
relating to their beliefs. In particular, 
Charles was strongly opposed to the 
idea of a breach with the Church of 
England into which they had been 
ordained. 

Source: wesley.nnu.edu

Wesley Fun Fact!

Youth InTent
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Strengthening Our Connections

Health and 
Wellness

(adapted from the American Holistic 
Health Association)
You are part of the world, constantly 
reacting to it, touched by everything 
that happens around you. The whole 
world is made up of interrelating parts 
and you are one of the parts. Plus 
you are a whole person made up of 
interrelating parts that are constantly 
affecting each other. There is a:
Physical You:  A tangible body with 
five senses that enable you to touch, 
see, hear, taste and smell the world 
around you;
Mental You:  Thoughts, your 
knowledge, attitudes and beliefs;
Emotional You:  Your feelings that 
range from fear and anger to love  
and joy;
Spiritual You:  Your spirits relationship 
with God, yourself and your higher 
purpose.
These four key aspects of yourself 
work together like members of a team. 
For the team to be effective, each 

member must have its needs met, 
and must be able to work in harmony 
with the other team members. When 
one team member has a problem 
from stress, the other parts get out 
of balance and the systems harmony 
is disrupted. When we are out of 
balance within ourselves we feel it 
through our body, mind, spirits and 
emotional negative energy. 
We are not in charge of the world, 
but we are in charge of ourselves, our 
own small world. We can take steps 
to restore and maintain harmony in 
our system through self-awareness 
coupled with physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual disciplines. 
The Health and Wellness Work Area 
is planning a Wednesday evening 
once a month holistic initiative 
beginning this fall. Please plan to 
join us as we challenge ourselves 
to develop the disciplines leading 
toward the harmony of body, mind, 
emotions and spirit, otherwise known 
as WELLNESS. 

Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church website: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
US mailed upon request.
Happenings e-newsletter: Emailed every two weeks.  
US mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:  
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Publication deadline for the 2017 
Fall Tower Bell is July 24. scan this with your 

mobile device to visit 
our website.

Caring Callers
The Caring Callers make monthly 
visits to our homebound. This April, 
they delivered Easter flowers to 24 
people in our church family. A thank 
you volunteer lunch followed by 
training for new Caring Callers is 
planned for August 27 after the 10:00 
a.m. service. 
We are in need of new callers. 
Remember that volunteering increases 
the stimulation of hormones and 
chemicals associated with well-being. 
Volunteering is good for the body as 
well as the soul. 
If you would like to become a 
Caring Caller, please contact Rosie at 
630.204.1565.

SAVE THE DATE:
Taking Care of Our Parents
October 3, 2017
Many of us have parents who 
need help in various ways as they 
age. Come and hear our expert 
professionals share their knowledge 
about the resources available in  
our area. 

Holistic Health:  A Gift For A Better Life

A Charles Wesley hymn is featured 
in A Charlie Brown Christmas.

At the end of the movie, Charlie 
Brown and his friends sing Hark! the 
Herald Angels Sing, around the little 
Christmas tree. Charles Wesley wrote 
the words to this hymn.

Source: United Methodist Communications

Wesley Fun Fact!
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Youth Ministries

Strengthening Our Connections

We had another wonderful Chapel 
Choir Tour over Spring Break to New 
Orleans with 29 youth and 10 adults. It 
was a fantastic trip with good ministry 
and a strong sense of cohesion. I am 
always amazed at the sense of unity 
in ministry that we garner as a group 
during the week of the Choir Tour. 
What a great ministry! This spring we 
were also touched by the testimonies 
of the 21 students that were confirmed 
on April 23. 
Church Camp will be held June 26-30 
at Wesley Woods. We will be running 
the program for students entering 
6-8th grades in the fall while the new 
9th graders will be participating as 
Counselors-in-Training with older 
youth as full-fledged counselors. 
Contact the church office, Howie 
Snyder or John Smoke if you are 
interested in attending. 

The Rogers Park Mission Trip will 
be from July 9-14. We will again be 
heading to United Church of Rogers 
Park in Chicago to help with the Kids 
Club program. This trip is for youth 
entering grades 7 in the fall through 
graduating seniors. 
This summer our Senior High Mission 
Trip is to Charlotte, New York from 
July 22-30. We will be working with 
Group Missions’ WorkCamp Home 
Repair Trip. This trip is for youth 
entering grades 9 in the fall through 
graduating seniors. 
In the midst of our summer trips, we 
will continue with our Ignite Youth 
Groups and special events including 
our Annual Summer Lock-In, Laser 
Tag and other activities. Check 
the website or watch for our email 
newsletters for upcoming activities 
and details. 

Fundraising events are opportunities 
for all youth to earn credit toward 
mission and choir trips. These events 
include our Pancake Breakfast on June 
4 and our Wash-n-Worship events on 
July 2 and August 13. To sign-up to 
help at these events, contact Howie 
Snyder or Bruce Ritter for Wash-n-
Worship.
Youth InTent is our tent rental 
program that provides a valuable 
service for area residents while 
helping finance choir tour and 
mission trips. This program is an 
ongoing summer opportunity for 
youth seeking to earn credits. We are 
currently in need of more adults to 
assist with this important program. If 
you or anyone you know is interested 
in helping out, please contact Howie 
Snyder or Don Dunham. 

Wash-n-Worship
Sunday, July 2 and 
Sunday, August 13
Before and after the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
Don't spend all summer in a dirty car!
Let the youth wash your car while you 
attend worship service.
All donations benefit youth ministries 
and youth mission trips. 

Jillian Sun Anthony

Drew Eugene Bielawski

Nathan Christopher Rueckert Cerne

Abigail Lynn Cigrand

Mary Jane Davenport

Benjamin James Donahue

Faith Elizabeth Dunn

Lindsey Renée Good

Joseph Harry Greenblatt

Ryan Joseph Guerin

Katherine Anne Kehoe

On Sunday, April 23, 21 young people were confirmed in the Christian faith, 
and received into adult membership in our congregation. They are: 

Welcome to Our Newly Confirmed Members!

8th Grade Confirmation

Christopher Robert McGuire

James Joseph McGuire

Grace DeEtte Nordahl

Owen Scott Nystrom

Annika Kimberly Paskiewicz

Justin Scott Peters

Caroline Rosemary Pleune

Mason John Roberts

Lucas Brock Saranecki

Jackson Kenneth Storrs
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The eleventh annual Downers Grove 
Garden Walk, presented by the 
DGFUMC Bridge Board, will be held 
on Saturday, July 15, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m.
As a Program Partner with Bridge 
Communities, this annual event 
provides the primary source of 
funds for our Bridge Board to help 
homeless families transition to 
self-sufficiency through a two year 
program providing mentoring, 
housing and supportive services. Our 
Bridge Board is currently supporting 
two families through this fundraising 
effort and a special sponsor donation 
to Bridge Communities.

This year our Garden Walk will 
feature six lovely gardens. Tickets 
go on sale June 5 at Anderson’s 
Bookshop, Avec Panache, and 
Community Bank of Downers Grove 
in Downers Grove; The Growing 
Place in Naperville; Phillip’s 
Flowers and Gifts in Westmont 
and in the church office. You may 
also purchase tickets at dgfumc.
org/gardenwalk as well as view 
descriptions of each garden. 
Please put this event on your 
calendar and join us for an enjoyable 
day in the gardens. Donations are 
also welcome.

11th Annual Downers Grove Garden Walk
Bridge Board


