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The Light of Jesus' Love -  Greta McDonald

One of the perks of being a pastor is that 
from time to time I get to sit down with 
Jr. high confirmation students. Youth 
Minister Howie Snyder does a great job 
of overseeing the program, and once in a 
while he calls on me to step in to substitute 
teach a session.
So, one Wednesday evening a few weeks 
ago, I got to ask youth to come up with a 
list of things they saw in the world that 
were sort of like miracles, and then turn 
their papers over and write down moments 
they remembered from Jesus’ life that they 
would call miracles. Their answers were 
insightful, often moving, and sometimes 
funny. And then one student shared that 
Jesus going to the cross was, in her mind,  
a miracle.  
I asked her why. After all, there was 
nothing obviously supernatural about it; 
other people in that time were sentenced 
to death by crucifixion, too. She paused for 
a minute, but it didn’t take her long to put 
her reasoning into words. “It was a miracle 
because he did it in love – for us.”
Her words, and the growing, wondering 
faith behind them, touched me. She, along 
with the others in her class, were eager 
to look below the surface of things, eager 
to translate the stories of faith they had 
already learned into guidance for today. I 
had given myself the mission of inspiring 
the students during my hour with them, 
but, of course, I left knowing they had, 
instead, inspired me.

Inspiring Hope In Each Other is our focus 
for the next few months. Inspiration - 
being aware of a spiritual presence with 
us, bigger than just ourselves - is part of 
the “business” of the church. It is a gift 
of God’s love we discover in moments 
of worship, in the joy of serving others 
in outreach, in the quiet of praying for a 
friend, in working for justice in the world, 
in the zest of a new insight shared in 
discussion.   
In the weeks ahead we will be journeying 
through Lent and Eastertide – those 
seasons of the church year that point to 
the ultimate hope we have in Christ. In 
Lent we place our lives in the light of 
Jesus’ love that forgives us and makes 
us new; that calls us to let go of all that 
keeps us in bondage to fear and self-
centeredness; and that invites us to follow 
him in taking up the cross of self-giving 
and the freedom to love unconditionally. 
On Easter and in the weeks that follow, 
we celebrate the wonder of Resurrection 
– God’s gift of new and unending life in 
Christ that overcomes every death, and 
changes every day of our life. It is our  
“sure and certain hope, an anchor for 
the soul,” (Hebrews 6:19) – the hope we 
share, the hope we inspire in each other.
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Spring Worship Service Schedule
During spring we journey through the seasons of Lent and Easter. At 
DGFUMC we have planned a worship service program through these seasons 
to help us more fully understand and appreciate the life and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and his impact on our lives today. 

In Memoriam

our lives together
Celebrating

Oliver Forrest Doran Hesse
son of Molly & Andrew Hesse

Colette Adelynn Lewandowski 
daughter of Jade & Luke 

Lewandowski

Baptisms

Dottie Lindstrand
December 19, 2016

Jim McCullagh
January 23, 2017

Don’t Forget!
Daylight Savings Time

Sunday, March 12.
Spring Ahead!

April 13 - Maundy Thursday Communion Services
12:00, 6:30 & 7:00 p.m.
This is my body, which is given for you. Luke 22:19
At these Maundy Thursday communion services we will 
commemorate the Last Supper when Jesus shared the 
Passover meal with his disciples on the night before he 
was crucified.

Holy Week Services
April 14 - Good Friday Service 
7:30 p.m.
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. Mark 15:37
During this solemn Tenebrae Service, the Chancel Choir 
sings reflective, somber anthems, the lights dim and candles 
are extinguished as the last words of Christ are read and His 
death is imminent. The service ends in silence and darkness.

March 1 - Ash Wednesday - The Season of Lent begins
Join us for an All-Church Fellowship Dinner from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. in the gym. 
The cost of the meal is $6... the great fellowship is free! Please RSVP in advance 
by contacting John Smoke at john@dgfumc.org. Lenten activites for children will 
be on the tables.
Our Ash Wednesday Service will be held at 7:00 p.m. with prayer, scripture 
and distribution of ashes. The Connection Choir will sing and Youth Minister 
Howie Snyder will give the message.

March 5 - First Sunday in Lent
Sharing of Holy Communion. Pastor Jim will give the message, Are You 
Hungry?, based on Matthew 4:1-11.

March 12 - Second Sunday in Lent
Pastor Greta will bring the message based on 
Genesis 12:1-9, Daring to Listen.

March 19 - Third Sunday in Lent
Pastor Jim give will give the message, Walking on Water, based on the scripture 
Matthew 14:27-33.

March 26 - Together @ 10 Service
We will combine our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services. Please note our 8:15 a.m. service will still be held in the Chapel. 
Pastor Greta will bring the message, God Sees the Heart, based on 1 Samuel 16:1-13.

April 2 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sharing of Holy Communion. Pastor Jim will share the message, Will These Bones Live?, based on Ezekiel 37:1-14."

April 9 - Palm Sunday
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Luke 19:38a
The Chancel Choir will present their annual Spring Cantata, The Gift of Life, by 
John Rutter at the 9:30 & 11:00 services. See page five for details.
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April 16 - Easter Sunday   
8:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary
The Chapel Choir will lead our music ministry celebrating the resurrection of Christ.

9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services in the Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir, led by Diane Hires, and a Brass Ensemble, directed by Pattie Barnes, will perform inspirational music 
glorifying God and the Risen Christ.
In addition to the Chancel Choir, the 3 and 4 year old Angel Choir and our K-2nd grade Cherub Choir will perform at the 
11:00 service.
Pastor Greta will bring the message, With You Every Day, at each of the three services based on Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20.

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord."  John 20:18
Easter Worship Services

April 23 - Confirmation Sunday at 11:00 a.m. worship service
Join us as we welcome our 2017 Confirmands into our church family.

April 30 - Children's Cantata - 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
The Connection, Chorister and Cherub Choirs present A Not so Terrible Parable 
- The Mysterious Whodunit about the Good Samaritan. See page five for details.

May 7 - Environmental Stewardship Sunday
The Environmental Stewardship Work Area will host exhibits in the Parlor 
that will help you look at various ways you can become good stewards of  
the Earth.

May 14 - Mothers' Day and United Methodist Women's Sunday
Join us as we recognize all women of our church with our UMW assisting in 
the worship service.

May 21 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
The Chancel Choir will be recognized for their years of service to our music 
ministry at our 11:00 a.m. service.

May 28 - Together @ 10 service
We will combine our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  
Please note our 8:15 a.m. service will still be held in the Chapel.

Worship

Ordering for Easter flowers begins 
March 1. There will be envelopes in 
the pews to be used for ordering. If 
you would like to purchase a plant, 
please fill out the information on the 
front of the envelope and enclose 
a check. You may indicate on the 
envelope if you would like the flowers 
in memory of someone or in honor 
of someone. Place your order in the 
offering plate on Sunday or bring it to 
the church office.
Easter flower options are:
Easter Lilies - $15.00 per plant
Tulips - $12.00 per plant
Azaleas - $21.00 per plant
Hydrangeas - $30.00 per plant

Easter Flowers

Why All The Eggs?!?!?!
6th Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15
9:00 a.m.
All children ages 3-12 are invited 
to hop on over to hunt for eggs 
inside DGFUMC! Bring the entire 
family and a friend or two and 
enjoy refreshments and fellowship 
following the hunt. The fun begins 
at 9:00 a.m. so don't be late! 

Ever wonder why eggs and Easter 
go hand-in-hand? Just like some of 
your favorite movies and television 
shows, this edition of the Tower Bell 
contains "Easter Eggs" explaining 
the connection. Look closely or you 
will miss these hidden gems! 
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All Church Mission Trip

What is our role in the church?
How do we do community? 
How can we best support our church 
family and those who need us in a world 
that needs so much? 
How can we inspire hope?
Mission in Mutuality
Gone are the days of a missional 
thinking of writing blanket checks 
or of helping others because we 
know best. Now we seek to enter 
into relationship and serve together, 
walk together and work together.  
Mission becomes accompaniment; 
bridge building an opportunity. It is 
not something one does alone. It is 
something for all of us to engage in, as 
Christ's followers, because mission is 
the purpose of the church. So we ask 
each of you, in what way would you 
like to serve? What are your interests? 
What would you like to learn? How 
would you like to inspire hope? Please 
take a moment to speak to one of 
the Mission, Justice and Community 
(MJC) Work Area members or contact 
Sheila at sheila@dgfumc.org so we may 
better direct our efforts to meet our 
members' interests and talents.
Global Connections
On January 15, MJC held a potluck 
luncheon and educational opportunity 
for all in the congregation to learn 
more about our connection in ministry 
to UPAVIM through Sister Parish and 
a new partnership with World Relief 
to aid with refugee resettlement.
UPAVIM
Unidas Para Viver 
Mejor (UPAVIM) is a 
Christian cooperative 
association of about 
90 women from 
marginalized areas 
of Guatemala City with whom we 
have shared a supportive relationship 
with over the past 10 years. Through 
delegation visits, mission trips and 

Sunday, July 16 - Saturday, July 22
This summer, DGFUMC has a 
unique opportunity to Live Our Faith. 
Cass Community Social Services 
(CCSS) is a Detroit-based agency 
dedicated to providing much needed 
food, housing, health services and 
job programs in its community. 
Created from the ministries of Cass 
Community United Methodist 
Church, CCSS has grown into a 
stand alone nonprofit organization 
that serves 1 million meals annually, 
operates a weekly free medical clinic 
and employees 70 adults in the 
agency's Green Industries, which 
marry jobs with sustainability. 
Thanks to Don and Devra Dunham, 
we have the opportunity to be a 
part of this wonderful ministry and 
experience it first hand. Do not fear 
for there is room for all types of 
volunteers, from those very skilled 
SOSers to those of us who have to 
read the instructions on a paint brush. 
Unfortunately, young children are not 
able to participate at this time.  
An informational meeting and 
luncheon of will be held on Sunday, 
February 26 after the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service in Fellowship Hall. 
If you are worried that you have not 
been on a mission trip in a long time, 
or perhaps have never been on one, 
set it aside. Now is your chance to 
become connected.
If you have questions regarding the 
mission trip, please contact Don 
Dunham at don@dgfumc.org. To learn 
more about Cass Community Social 
Services, visit casscommunity.org. 

Missions
craft sales, we have deepened our 
connection with this community.
At the January luncheon, Claire 
Pitstick shared with us her experiences 
from her summer mission trip to 
UPAVIM. During her visit, Claire 
worked with UPAVIM coordinators to 
plan ways to improve communications 
between the two communities 
including the introduction of a Pen 
Pal program. If you are interested in 
participating in this program, contact 
Claire via Sheila in the church office 
at sheila@dgfumc.org. Language isn't a 
barrier, open hearts are the universal 
language. 
MJC is committed to continuing our 
relationship with UPAVIM and the 
Guatemalan women of the Sister 
Parish organization. To that effort, 
we will be hosting a delegation from 
Guatemala later this year. We ask that 
you consider hosting our sisters or 
participating in activities while they 
are here. If you have two empty beds, 
please pray if this might be the time 
to open your heart and home, in the 
spirit of hospitality. Please contact Ina 
Osborn at inamairi@mac.com. 

World Relief
DGFUMC recently partnered with 
World Relief, an organization that 
partners with local churches to 
transform communities economically, 
socially and spiritually. Our first 
step in this new partnership was to 
collect items for a Good Neighbor 
Welcome Kit to furnish an apartment 
for an arriving refugee family. The 
items were filled the first Sunday as 
generous congregants took tags for all 
the needed items. This led us to collect 
for a second kit.
Both Maggie Roth and Angela 
Loveless completed volunteer training 
through the organization, and highly 
encourage others to explore it. MJC 
will continue to work with World 
Relief to address refugee resettlement.
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Music

We have much to look forward to here at First United as we approach spring with some very 
special music coming our way. We know you will benefit from the music at one or all of our 
spring worship services, cantatas or concerts and perhaps it will help guide you to Live the 
Faith by Inspiring Hope in Each Other.

This Spring Break the Chapel Choir will travel 
to New Orleans for their 46th Annual Chapel 
Choir Tour. Along the way they will make stops 
in Missouri and Mississippi as well as Louisiana 
presenting their Stand for Peace concert. The choir 
will be gone from Saturday, March 25, returning on 
Saturday, April 1st.  
On March 19, the Chapel Choir Pre-Tour Concert 
will be presented at 4:00 p.m. at Hinsdale UMC. 
Upon their return, the choir will present their 
concert here at DGFUMC in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, April 2 at 4:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, April 9
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. worship services
Join us as the Chancel Choir, with guest singers and accompanied by a guest 
orchestra, presents John Rutter’s long-awaited new major work, The Gift of Life. This 
six-movement choral is a celebration of the living earth, of creation and of life itself, 
offering a kaleidoscope of moods from contemplative and prayerful to majestic and 
inspirational. Please join the congregation in experiencing this lovely piece! 

Sunday, April 30
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. worship service
This spring the Cherub, Chorister and 
Connection Children’s Choirs will 
present their cantata of A Not So Terrible 
Parable – The Mysterious Whodunit about 
the Good Samaritan. Come and enjoy as 
the children bring to life the well-known 
story of The Good Samaritan as a fun, 
over-the-top whodunit. Clues lead the 
kids to discover again just how far our 
Savior would go to rescue helpless 
sinners. You won't want to miss it!

2017 Chapel Choir Tour to the Big Easy!!

Chancel Choir Spring Cantata - The Gift of Life

Children's Cantata -  
A Not So Terrible Parable

Saturday, May 20
7:00 p.m.
The Chancel and Westminster Ringers
present their annual spring concert, 
Spring Ring XXV - Dances with Bells.
What could be more exciting! Come 
see our 200+ bronze bells in magna-
motion! featuring Sabre Dance, 
Hungarian Dance No. 5, plus All the 
Jazz, Jamaican Rumba, Dorian Dance, 
Siyahamba, Music Box Dance, Swing Low 
Jake, and St. Louis Blues.
Tickets are $8 in advance; $10 at the 
door. Child care is provided. Contact 
Pattie Barnes at 630.953.0146 or 
pattiebarnes@gmail.com.

Spring Ring XXV - 
Dances with Bells
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Starting the 
week of  
March 6
Wednesdays 
11:00 a.m. & 
6:30 p.m.
Thursdays  
6:30 p.m.
Room 213
This Lenten 
season Pastor 
Jim will lead a 
discussion on Adam Hamilton's Final 
Words From the Cross, which examines 
Christ's last words in his final hours as 
observed from those who stood near 
the cross. These fictional accounts will 
help participants better understand 
what happened in Christ's last 
moments. Books will be available for 
sale during class for $11. 

Adult Lenten Book Study

Membership 
Ministry 

Adult Education

Thank You
With heartfelt thanks….
We would like to express our deep 
gratitude for the outpouring of love 
and support by our DGFUMC family 
to us, and especially our son, Peter, 
his wife, Erica, and their children; 
Gavin, Cora and Maggie, during this 
past year. Your generosity with meals, 
gift cards, help with the children and 
continual prayer support is deeply 
appreciated. God’s love through all 
of you has given the entire family 
strength and made this journey, which 
is not over, much easier.  
Many thanks,
Tom and Rosie Roose

Spring has sprung! As the world of 
nature begins to blossom around us, 
we begin to think of new possibilities.  
Maybe there is something new at 
church to inspire you during this 
change of seasons.
In 2017, Membership Ministry is 
committed to reaching out to our 
current members and growing our 
church through new members. Would 
you like to help? Here are some things 
you can do. 
Participate! 
Attend a bible study, check out some 
of the fellowship opportunities, 
get involved in a work area; the 
opportunities are endless! Not sure 
where to start? Check out the weekly 
bulletin or visit dgfumc.org.

Connect! 
“Like” us on Facebook, follow us 
on Twitter. When you connect with 
our church on social media not only 
will you stay up-to-date on the many 
happenings at our church, but you can 
also share them with your friends! 
Invite! 
Tell your friends what you love about 
your church. Invite them to check out 
the beautiful music at a bell concert, 
bring their kids to Messy Church or 
enjoy some fellowship at the 40's and 
50's group. Together @ 10 services are 
a great opportunity to invite a friend 
to join you for a dynamic church 
service and a delicious pancake 
breakfast. 

You can stay up-to-date on news of 
The United Methodist Church with 
daily and weekly roundups from 
United Methodist News Service.
As the official news agency of the 
church, UMNS keeps you informed 
with breaking news coverage, features 
and commentaries from around the 
world. UMNS’ staff of professional 
journalists provides stories, images 
and other content, while also bringing 
you news from annual conferences 
and other sources. 
You may choose to have the news 
emailed to you daily or weekly. To 
subscribe, visit umc.org and click on 
News & Media.

United Methodist News

Why All The Eggs?
!?!

Eggs are rolled as a symbolic  

re-enactment of the rolling away of  

the stone from Christ‘s tomb.
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Saturday, May 20
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
The Downers Grove First United 
Methodist Church has adopted a 
section of St. Joseph Creek located 
north of Curtiss Street and east of 
Walnut Avenue about two miles west 
of our church property. On Saturday, 
May 20, we’ll gather to clean up the 
creek by picking up trash along the 
banks. Please mark your calendar to 
come and volunteer!
The Adopt-a-Stream program is 
administered by DuPage County in 

Adopt-a-Stream Annual Clean-up

We Can Help With Your Party!
Are you or someone you know 
planning an upcoming graduation, 
birthday, anniversary or other 
celebration? For the past 13 years, the 
DGFUMC Youth InTent program has 
helped cover expenses for mission 
trips and choir tour and served the 
community through the renting of 
tents, tables and chairs. Our youth will 
take care of your needs. We deliver, 
set-up and take down. A reservation 
form is available at dgfumc.org under 
the Youth Ministries tab. Contact 
Don Dunham at don@dgfumc.org with 
questions.

Youth InTent

partnership with The Conservation 
Foundation, a local nonprofit 
dedicated to preserving natural areas 
and rivers and promoting stewardship 
of the environment. The May 20 
clean-up day will be part of their 
annual DuPage River Sweep. The 
only things you’ll need to bring are 
waterproof boots (or shoes that you 
don’t mind getting muddy) and work 
gloves if you have them. Tools, water 
and snacks will be provided. This is 
a great activity for kids to participate 
in with a parent or guardian. If you 

can’t make it on 
May 20, another 
volunteer day 
will be held in 
mid-October.
Sign-up sheets 
will be circulated 
prior to the 
event or you can 
RSVP by email 
to Vera Miller at 
VeraMiller83@gmail.com.

The Lunch 
Bunch is a 
lively group 
of senior 
citizens 
that meets 
the second 
Wednesday 
of every month for fun and fellowship. 
The luncheons for this spring are:
Wednesday, March 8 at 11:30 a.m.
Balloydoyle's Irish Pub & Restaurant
5157 Main St, Downers Grove
Wednesday, April 12 at 11:30 a.m.
College of DuPage Waterleaf 
Restaurant
425 Fawell Blvd, Glen Ellyn
Wednesday, May 10 at 11:30 a.m.
Home Run Inn Pizza
7521 Lemont Rd, Darien
The sign-up sheet for these events 
is available in the Parlor between 
worship services. All seniors are 
welcome! If you have questions 
or need a ride, please call Bonnie 
Lehmann at 630.308.2259 or the  
church office.

Lunch Bunch

Why All The Eggs?
!?!

   The egg is a symbol of new life. 

Would you like to 
help brighten the 
Sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings while 
celebrating a special event in your life 
or remembering someone special? Our 
flower ministry is a wonderful way to 
participate in our worship services. 
To sign-up, see the Flower Board in 
the narathex to the right of the Parlor 
doors. Each month has a sign-up 
sheet for both sides of the altar. You 
can purchase flowers in memory of 
or in honor of someone. The cost is 
$27 for a flower arrangement, $40 
for a dozen roses or $15 for a single 
rose. Please sign your name, phone 
number and what message you would 
like included in the bulletin. One line 
represents one side of the altar. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Sheila Ochoa in the church office at 
sheila@dgfumc.org or 630.968.7120.

Altar Flowers
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United Methodist Women

On December 6 the UMW held its 
annual Christmas Tea, hosted by the 
Leadership Team. About 30 ladies 
came together in fellowship and 
enjoyed light snacks and tasty sweets. 
The officers for 2017 were installed, 
we approved the 2017 budget and the 
Special Recognition Pin was awarded 
to Leah Ostwald. Then the group 
enjoyed a choral program presented 
by the Downers Grove South Treble 
Ensemble.  
The UMW Leadership is currently 
looking for a volunteer to fill the role 
of Vice President. The Vice President 
guides the Executive Committee 
in planning and achieving the 
unit’s goals for program, study and 
action. The VP works closely with 
the President in understanding and 
interpreting all aspects of the work of 
UMW. In the absence of the president, 
the VP perform her duties. The role 
is to inspire exciting programs in our 
local unit. 
The Leadership Team meets for times 
a year with the remaining dates 
for 2017 being Thursdays, May 4, 
September 7 and November 30. Please 
prayerfully consider volunteering in 
this role. Contact Shelly Davenport 
at sdavenportarch@gmail.com or 
630.512.0370 with any questions.

We are happy to report our UMW 
unit met its $6,000 pledge to Aurora 
District. In addition, we were able to 
send a $4,500 love gift. Thank you 
for your generosity in supporting the 
many efforts of United Methodist 
Women, particularly our Purchase 
With a Purpose program and our 
annual Bake Sale.  
Please note that the Leadership Team 
has made a change to the UMW 
general meeting calendar. We will 
have only two General Meetings for 
the year: Our Spring Tea Luncheon 
will be on Thursday, April 27 at 12:00 
p.m. hosted by Mary Elizabeth and 
Ruth Circles and the Christmas Tea 
will be on Tuesday evening, December 
5 at 6:30 p.m. hosted by Rachel and 
Sarah Circles. Please mark your 
calendars now so you don’t miss these 
enjoyable gatherings of fellowship.  
Also, on April 22, the Aurora District 
Spiritual growth event will take place 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Minooka UMC, 
Minooka, IL. For more information, 
contact Shelly Davenport.

You can help the Chapel Choir get to 
New Orleans this Spring Break. For 
$25, you can sponsor a bus seat. The 
cost of transportation is one of the 
largest line items in the tour budget, 
so offsetting some of the cost through 
seat sponsorships helps reduce the 
individual tour fee for choir members.

You Can Make It Easier to Get to the Big Easy!

In addition to 
having gift cards 
available every 
Sunday in the Parlor 
and convenient 
online ordering at 
mannaorders.net, you 
can also support 
UMW right from your smartphone. 
The Benefit Mobile APP is a very 
convenient way to buy gift cards 
as and when you need them. The 
APP allows you to buy and instantly 
redeem gift cards online or in-store. 
You can download the Benefit APP  
for free at the APP Store and Google 
play. Select First United Methodist 
Downers Grove, Purchase With A 
Purpose as your beneficiary and set up 
your bank account for direct debit, or 
a credit card. 
There are over 125 participating 
retailers including Target, Walmart, 
The Home Depot, Southwest Airlines 
and Amazon just to name a few. Some 
retailers, such as Amazon, Bed Bath 
& Beyond or Whole Foods, allow you 
to buy the exact amount of your bill 
as you check out so you never have to 
carry a balance on the card. 
Shop with ease with the Benefit APP. 
If you have any questions about 
the program, contact Ina Osborn at 
inamairi@mac.com.

Purchase With A Purpose
Right on Your Phone!

You can direct your sponsorship 
to a particular student or have it 
applied to the tour fund. Make checks 
payable to DGFUMC and write  Bus 
Seat Sponsorship on the memo line. 
Sponsorship forms are available in the 
west entryway, in the church office or 
you may get one from a member of the 
Chapel Choir.

Why All The Eggs?
!?!

We hunt for eggs just as the women 

hunted for Jesus in the tomb.
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Once again we are winding down from 
a very enjoyable Friday Night at the 
Movies series. After taking on a variety 
of politically-themed films through 
the fall, we have switched gears to an 
excellent “variety pack” of offerings 
by some excellent presenters. Ken and 
Tammy Potts shared The Danish Girl 
with us in January, followed by John 
Smoke presenting Sully in February. 
Movie Night founder Carol Lysne will 
bring us Miracles from Heaven in March, 
Andrew and Cindy Johnson will 
present Me Before You in April, while 
Sue Thornquist will show  
Captain Fantastic in May.
As always, we welcome new 
participants. Watch for upcoming 
announcements in the weekly bulletin 
and Happenings, then contact the 
office to sign-up. The fellowship is 
outstanding, the discussions lively and 
we always finish up with dessert! We’d 
love to see you there!

Friday Night at the Movies

Trustees

We enter this year with the addition 
of Mike Davenport to the Board of 
Trustees. Mike is a well-respected 
local architect who will lend his vast 
professional experience, as well as 
his experience as a District 99 School 
Board member, to our Board.
Planning is well underway to identify 
current and future needs both large 
and small. We are working with 
the Finance Work Area to be able to 
make needed improvements and to 
minimize emergency repairs and their 
associated unplanned costs. We are 
trying to stay ahead of emergencies as 
much as possible.

We ended last year in pretty good 
financial shape with all bills paid. Our 
budget is such that as long as we don’t 
have big things break, we should be 
healthy for the year. Our planning and 
partnership with Finance should go a 
long way to accomplishing this.
One of the things that really helps 
keep us healthy financially is the 
S.O.S. (Share Our Skills) group that 
willingly comes in the third Saturday 
of each month to do projects around 
the church. The grounds are almost 
solely kept in tiptop shape due to the 
SOSers. Painting, lightbulb changes, 
drainage issues, gutter cleaning and 
parking lot repairs are all things the 

brave, bold and tireless team members 
tackle. The parking lot repairs we did 
two years ago are still in great shape. 
More repairs will be done this summer 
with equal care. All are welcome to 
join us on these S.O.S. Saturdays and 
we hope to see some new faces this 
spring and summer.
Remember, we are a large church. 
Anytime you see something that needs 
attention, we ask that you let us know. 
Please contact Don Dunham or Sheila 
Ochoa in the church office so we can 
take care of it. Your input helps a lot.

Long ago, eggs were forbidden during 
Lent. It was traditional to use up all 
of the household’s eggs before Lent 
began, which established the tradition 
of Pancake Day, the Tuesday before 
Ash Wednesday also known as Fat 
Tuesday. Eggs laid during the Lenten 
fast were often preserved by boiling. It 
was on Easter that the consumption of 
eggs resumed. As a result, eggs were 
a big part of Easter meals and a prized 
Easter gift for children.

Why All The Eggs?!?!?!?
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Caregiving is one of the most 
rewarding and stressful tasks one 
can take on, whether it is caring for 
a loved one full or part time. Even 
spending time with the ill, disabled or 
homebound can be emotionally taxing. 
Caregivers can feel like they are on an 
emotional roller coaster as their loved 
one's or friend's physical and mental 
health ebbs and wanes. Feelings of 
helplessness and hopelessness may 
occur when there is little one can do 
to change a situation. Caregivers may 
find themselves feeling tired, irritable, 
losing sleep and being sick more often 
than usual. When that happens, burn-
out begins to set-in. 
We have all heard the instructions 
when traveling by plane to put our 
oxygen on ourselves first before we 
put them on our children because we 
are of no help if we are unconscious. 
Those instructions hold true for 
caregiving. We must take care of 
ourselves if we hope to help take care 
of anyone else. We can do that by:

Health and Wellness

Calling Campers: 2nd - 9th Grade
Location: Wesley Woods Conference 
         Center, Williams Bay, WI 
Dates:      Bus departs the church 
   Monday, June 26 at 8:00 a.m. 
   and returns Friday, June 30 
   at 12:00 p.m.
Registration for members begins 
on March 1. Registration for non-
members begins on April 1. A 
$50 deposit is due at the time of 
registration with payment in full due 
by June 26. Register your child in the 
grade the student will be entering in 

Children and Family

• Sharing our feelings with a trusted 
person

• Focusing on what can be controlled
• Asking for help
• Spreading responsibility
• Accepting limitations
• Joining a support group
• Exercising
• Participating in enjoyable activities
• Laughing 
• Meditating and praying
Learning to balance the needs of 
others with our own needs is a 
lifelong task. It is especially true as we 
confront the decline of a loved one’s or 
a friend’s physical and mental health. 
If we are to be there for them, we must 
also be there for our self. Only then 
can we be truly present.

Caring Connection Callers
The Caring Connections Callers 
(CCCs) is a ministry of DGFUMC that 
makes and maintains connections 
primarily through a visitation 
program.
DGFUMC Members who are 
interested in becoming a CCC attend 
a short 1½ hour training session. 
The content of the training primarily 
includes the goals of the program, 
the logistics of the assignments, the 
qualifications for a CCC and self-care. 
Time is spent on the importance of 
CCCs role as being a “gift of Presence” 
staying connected with others through 
a caring spirit, good listening skills 
and an understanding heart. 
Each month a short meeting is held 
for all the CCCs on Sunday morning. 
Beginning with a brief devotional, 
the agenda includes sharing updates; 
getting new or confirming current 
assignments; and distributing the 
monthly CCC cards, which are given 
out during the visit.  
If you are interested in becoming 
a Caring Connection Caller, please 
contact Rosie Roose at 630.204.1565.

the fall of 2017. Registration deadline 
is June 1. Make sure you register early 
as space is limited! 
Note: All first time 2nd and 3rd grade 
campers will need a parent to attend 
camp (the parent will attend at no 
cost). Full camp details can be found 
at dgfumc.org under the Children tab.

Living With Loss
All Sundays in March
9:30 a.m.
Room 202
Grief is a wound that needs attention 
to heal. Mourning is a ritual that 
helps us take the steps toward the 
acceptance of our new normal. Join us 
on Sunday mornings in March as we 
discuss our losses and what we can 
do to move forward into our new life. 
This class is led by Carol Lysne, PhD.

Why All The Eggs?!?!

Eggs have a shell around the 

body inside, just as the tomb was 

around Jesus’ body, then was 

cracked to open.
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Ignite
Our Ignite Youth Group is for 7th-12th 
grade students from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
and meets typically twice a month. 
Ignite includes a fun activity, a lesson 
and some small group reflection time 
on the lesson. We also have a once-a-
month Special Event like the 30 Hour 
Famine, Feed My Starving Children, 
corn maze outing, etc.,… (typically on 
the last weekend). Please keep an eye 
on the online calendar and the Ignite 
email newsletter updates for details.
Missions
Our Annual Rogers Park Mission Trip 
will be July 9-14 and is for students 
entering 7th grade through graduating 
seniors. Our Senior High Mission 
Trip this summer will be going to 
Charlotte, NY to work with Group 
Missions’ Workcamp doing home 
repair on July 22-30. So mark your 
calendars – registration forms are 
available from Youth Minister Howie 
Snyder at howie@dgfumc.org or on our 
youth calendar in the month of July.

Scholarship Season
Sunday, May 1 marks the beginning 
of the DGFUMC Scholarship season. 
Scholarship applications will be 
available for church members who 
have completed at least one year 
of college. Completed applications 
are due June 25. There will also be 
envelopes in the pews through June 
for individuals wanting to donate to 
this important ministry.
Have questions? Contact Youth 
Minister Howie Snyder.

Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church website: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
US mailed upon request.
Happenings e-newsletter: Emailed every two weeks.  
US mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:  
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Publication deadline for the 2017
Summer Tower Bell is April 24. scan this with your 

mobile device to visit 
our website.

Upcoming Events:
• 30 Hour Famine, February 24-25
• Never2Young, Junior High 

Conference, May 5-6. This event 
is hosted at Indiana Wesleyan 
University and is for students in 
the 6th-8th grades.

• Rogers Park Missions Trip,  
July 9-14

• Senior High Missions Trip 
to Charlotte, NY with Group 
Missions’ Workcamp doing home 
repair, July 22-30

Registration forms for these events are 
available at Ignite Youth Group, via 
our online calendar or from Howie 
Snyder at howie@dgfumc.org. 
You can find all of our activities on our 
website at dgfumc.org/youth/calendar.

In early January, a group of youth 
traveled to Grace Adventures in Silver 
Lake, MI to attend the 2017 Winter 
Blast Retreat. The youth enjoyed 
listening to speaker Chris Mishler, 
hearing and singing along to The 
Luke Cyrus Band, and, of course, 
some fun in the great outdoors!
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Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 9
8:15 a.m. in the Chapel
Chancel Choir Cantata
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 13
12:00, 6:30 and 7:00 p.m. 
Sit Down Communion Service

Look Inside For More Details on These Special Services!

Special Easter Services

Good Friday Tenebrae Service
Friday, April 14
7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 16
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 


