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 An Ordinary Christmas- Jim McDonald

In these weeks before Christmas, we find 
ourselves hauling out our ornaments and 
decorations, which spend so much of the 
year stuffed away in boxes, now ready 
to transform our homes for the holiday 
season. We find city streets filled with 
holiday lights, wreaths and Christmas trees 
turning ordinary streetscapes into festive 
boulevards. Everyone puts out their finest 
spread because, after all, the Christmas 
story is extraordinary and we want to be 
prepared to receive it.
In the Christmas story, Mary and Joseph 
travel to Bethlehem, an ordinary town 
really, similar to towns we experience 
today like Downers Grove. Long before 
Mary and Joseph arrived, Bethlehem was 
home to a woman named Ruth, who would 
become the great grandmother to David 
and a direct ancestor of Jesus. Ruth, along 
with Orpah, was a daughter-in-law to 
Naomi. After Naomi’s husband and two 
sons died, she decided to return to her 
home in Bethlehem and encouraged both 
her daughters-in-law to return to their 
families in their own homelands. After 
much consideration, Orpah returned to her 
family, but Ruth chose to stay with Naomi. 

Ruth loved Naomi and pledged that 
wherever Naomi went, she would go as 
well. Together they returned to Bethlehem 
and forged a life there; a difficult journey 
for two widows.
The story of Ruth and Naomi is inspiring; 
two resilient women who make a 
future where there hadn’t been one. 
Yet, the story is an ordinary one with 
no miracles or visions. It’s a story of a 
relationship fulfilled and, as a result, a 
future provided; a story of faithfulness 
rewarded. Many Bible stories are similar, 
extraordinary arising in the midst of the 
ordinary. The heavenly breaks open amid 
the mundane. A path chosen that leads  
to God.
If you want to meet God this Christmas 
season, there is no need to do anything 
special. You don’t need to travel great 
distances, have the biggest Christmas 
tree or serve the fanciest dinner. God will 
meet us in the midst of an ordinary place, 
no decorations required. Whether in the 
bustle of Downers Grove or in a manger 
of Bethlehem, God will meet us in Jesus 
Christ, bringing out the miracle we  
truly are.
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our lives together
Celebrating Seasonal Celebrations at DGFUMC

The holiday season is upon us and with the new season comes many activities at 
Downers Grove First United Methodist Church. Read through this edition of the 
Tower Bell for news and events for all ages!

A Service of Christmas Peace
Sunday, December 4
8:15 a.m.
For many, especially those who have lost a loved one, or are in other times 
of struggle, the Christmas Season is difficult. A special Service of Christmas 
Peace will be held on Sunday, December 4. This service will include time for 
reflection, remembering those we hold in our hearts and hearing the promise 
of comfort, hope and peace that Christmas proclaims. All are welcome.

Baptisms
Everett Leonard Ciarletto

son of Joshua & Emily Ciarletto
Luca Anthony Cucinella

son of Anthony & Jennifer Cucinella
Liam Michael Denk

son of Michael & Courtney Denk
Christian James "CJ" Carey
son of Adam & Beth Carey

Feed My Starving Children
Saturday, December 10
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
This holiday season the Children and Family 
Work Area would like to invite  
you to take a moment from the hustle and bustle of preparing for Christmas 
to serve in a ministry of giving to others in need at Feed My Starving Children 
in Aurora. This Christian organization runs high-energy sessions where we 
pack food for the neediest children around the world. Everyone from church is 
invited to sign-up to serve in this special ministry. Register online at Feed My 
Starving Children in Aurora (fmsc.org) with our church code - 1002551. 
Please plan to arrive at 8:40 a.m. so that we may be ready to work at 9:00. Sorry, 
no children under 5. 

In Memoriam

New Members

Weddings

Susan Robison

On September 23, 2016 between
Sarah Babos and Eugene Haynes

On October 8, 2016 between
Brin McAnally & Daniel Higgins

On October 22, 2016 between
Abbey Roberts and Michael Lehman

Helen Davies
October 6, 2016

Iris Dufour
November 2, 2016

Nancy Kroeger
October 29, 2016

Trinity May Trevino
August 27, 2016

Edith Zitek
November 15, 2016

The ornaments that adorn our 
Sanctuary Tree are called Chrismons, 
a name derived from combining 
the words, Christ and monogram. 
Chrismons, the monograms of Christ, 
are interdenominational in design and 
are simple copies of early Christian 
symbols. All Chrismons are made in 
either white or gold or in combination 
of these two colors. White is the 
liturgical color of Christmas and it 
also suggests the purity and perfection 
of Jesus Christ. Gold symbolizes the 
glory and majesty of God and the 
Son of God as derived from Biblical 
usage. Sometimes for emphasis, 
certain Chrismons will have a touch 
of color. Red is used to remind us of 
the blood Christ shed for our sins, 

The Chrismon Tree

green for new life and blue for the 
water used in baptism. The lights are 
white reminding us of the light Christ 
brought into the world when he  
was born.
May you find the peace of God and 
joy in His Word as you view these 
reminders of His love for all.
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Sunday Winter Worship Service Schedule
Advent, the season of waiting and preparing room in our hearts for the Gift of Christ, begins on Sunday, November 
27. All three of our services will mark the season with Advent candle-lighting, the Sanctuary and Chapel decorated 
with Advent banners and greenery and music inviting us into this special time. We will then share in the wonder that 
is Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Christ followed by the commemoration of the coming of the Magi to the holy 
family through the season of Epiphany.

The PADS Giving Tree remains up 
in the Parlor. Gifts for PADS will be 
collected throughout  December.  
Thank you so much for your 
generosity and support!

Sunday, January 8, 2017
12:15 p.m.
Room 213
Are you interested in joining 
DGFUMC? If so, get the New Year 
off to a great start by joining Pastors 
Jim and Greta for an informative 
luncheon. New members will be 
received into the church at our 
Together @ 10 service on Sunday, 
January 22. Please contact Pastor Jim, 
Pastor Greta or Sheila in the church 
office at 630.968.7120, if you would 
like to attend or have any questions.

The Giving Tree

New Membership 
Luncheon

November 27  - The First Sunday of Advent - 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
   Pastor Jim will give the message on Isaiah 11:1-10, How to Be Human.

December 4 - The Second Sunday of Advent
8:15 a.m. 
A Service of Christmas Peace and Holy Communion in the Chapel.
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
We will receive the gift of the Christmas Cantata, A Carol Trip Around the 
World, presented by the Chancel Choir with a special performance by the 
Connection, Chorister and Cherub choirs.

December 11 - The Third Sunday of Advent - 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
   Pastor Greta will give the message, Welcoming the Child, based on Mary's  
   song of praise and hope in Luke 1:46-56. 

December 18 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
   Pastor Jim will give the message, based on Joseph's dream and decision  
   described in Matthew 1:18-25, You Have Ruined My Life!

December 25  - Christmas Day  - One Service at 10:00 a.m. 
   Pastor Greta will give the message, Into the World, based on John 1:1-14.

January 1 - Epiphany Sunday - One Service at 10:00 a.m. 
   Sacrament of Holy Communion. We will celebrate the Light of Christ that  
   has come into the world. Pastor Jim will share the message.

January 8 - The First Sunday in Epiphany - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
   We will celebrate the season of Light and Discovery as we hear the scripture  
   of hope from Isaiah 60:1-7, and the message from Pastor Greta, Shine!

January 15 - The Second Sunday in Epiphany - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
   We will celebrate the meaning of our baptisms as we hear the account of  
   Jesus' baptism in Matthew 3:13-17, and the invitation to live as light for the  
   world from Isaiah 49:1-7. Pastor Jim will give the message.

January 22 - The Third Sunday in Epiphany -  
     8:15 a.m. & Together @ 10 - 10:00 a.m.
   We will share in a Together @ 10 service in the Sanctuary. The 8:15 service  
   will meet in the Chapel.

January 29 - The Fourth Sunday in Epiphany - 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.   
   Pastor Jim will give the message on Micah 6:8, the question spoken anew to  
   each generation, What Does the Lord Require of You?

Our Special Christmas Eve Service Schedule can be found on the back cover of this edition of the Tower Bell.

We hope that you and your family will join us for these seasonal celebrations!
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Music

This November we experienced 
Sharing the Gift as Alice Parker lead 
our congregation in song during a 
special Sunday morning 11:00 a.m. 
worship service.
Parker, an international choral 
celebrity, led more than 250 members 
of the congregation in discovering 
the beauty of hymn singing. We are 
grateful to Alice for sharing her gift 
and love of music with us.

On Sunday, October 30, our 
congregation was treated to lovely 
sounds from all of our choirs to 
celebrate Choir Dedication Sunday. 
What a glorious experience it was 

Sunday, December 4
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
On December 4, the Chancel Choir 
will present their annual Christmas 
Cantata. The choir will perform 20 
carols from countries across the globe. 
The concert will include a visual 
presentation to serve as a road map on 
this Christmas journey.
Along the way, the choir will be joined 
by some of our children's choirs for a 
rousing Christmas carol. John Smoke 
will act as guide for both children and 
adults as we take A Carol Trip Around 
the World. We hope you will join us!

Hallelujah,  
        Jesus is Born

Chapel Choir  
Christmas Concert

Chancel Choir  
Christmas Concert

Choir Dedication Sunday

Sunday, December 18
4:00 p.m.
Please join the Chapel Choir as they 
celebrate the holiday season with their 
presentation of Hallelujah, Jesus is Born.  
This program of uplifting sounds 
of Christmas is directed by Joy Belt-
Roselieb and accompanied by Kevin 
Zehme.
Admission is free, but donations are 
sincerely appreciated. All money 
raised supports the Chapel Choir 
program and their Spring Break 
Tour as they share their gift of music 
and spread the word of the Gospel 
through their words and music.  
We encourage you to spread the 
word and invite family, friends and 
neighbors as we rejoice in the birth 
of our Lord and Savior with this 
program of holiday music.  

for the congregation and for all the 
singers and ringers! We heard music 
from over 150 church members – what 
a wonderful way to Share the Gift!

A Sunday Morning with 
Alice Parker
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Lunch Bunch

Staff FarewellThank You

Wednesday, December 14
11:00 a.m.
White Fence Farm
The Lunch Bunch (formerly known 
as "Young at Heart") is a group of 
senior citizens who meet the second 
Wednesday of every month for fun 
and fellowship (and good food). 
Our December meeting will be at 
White Fence Farm, 1376 Joliet Rd., 
Romeoville. White Fence Farm will 
have their Christmas decorations up. 
Check-in at the restaurant is at 11:00 
a.m., Lunch will be served at noon 
and the show runs from 1:00 - 2:45 
p.m. Lunch consists of their famous 
chicken, potato, vegetable and dessert. 
They will also have their famous 
appetizers - coleslaw, pickled beets, 
bean salad, cottage cheese AND corn 

After serving 
twelve 
years as our 
Director of 
Data and 
Computers, 
Diane Kerr 
is retiring at 
the end of 
November. 
During her 
time here at 
DGFUMC, 
Diane has been a passionate 
coordinator for our PADS program, 
led the Sanctuary Memorial Stained 
Glass Window project and has been 
an invaluable member of and a great 
friend to our staff.
Diane will continue to be a part of our 
congregation as she splits her time 
between her homes in Naperville and 
sunny Florida. We are so grateful to 
Diane for her many years of faithful 
service and wish her joy in all that  
lies ahead! 

I can't begin to describe how excited 
Emily was to have such success with 
Socktober! I feel so truly blessed and 
grateful to be part of the DGFUMC 
family. Emily received 178 pairs of 
socks during her two Sundays in the 
parlor. I would like to express our 
sincerest thanks and appreciation 
to everyone at DGFUMC for their 
support of this worthy cause. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to ask 
the church community to participate. 
Emily was excited and thrilled to share 
a message of kindness as she told 
people what Socktober was all about.
Thank you so much for your help in 
making this a success and also for 
helping Emily (and my husband and I) 
feel and share God's love through this 
project. The final collection Sunday 
was a terrific day, starting off with 
the pancake breakfast in the morning 

As the holy season approaches, 
the members of the Worship Work 
Area will bring the gift of the visual 
presence of Advent and Christmas 
to the congregation. Volunteers will 
lend a hand to make sure that the 
Sanctuary, Chapel and Parlor are 
brightened by our many Yuletide 
embellishments. 
As always, your poinsettia order in 
memory or honor of a loved one or 
special group will make the sanctuary 
transformation complete as we 
prepare to welcome the Christ Child. 
The cost is $15 per poinsettia. Order 
forms are available in the pews.

fritters - lots of corn fritters. The show 
is, That's Amore! The Dean Martin Story. 
The cost is $39.00 per person, which 
includes the lunch, show, tax and 
gratuity. Please make your check 
payable to Bonnie L. Lehmann. If you 
need a ride or have any questions, 
please call Bonnie Lehmann at 
630.308.2259 or the church office.
The sign-up sheet for this event is in 
the Parlor between worship services. 
All seniors are welcome! Looking 
forward to seeing you at White  
Fence Farm.

and a Cubs World Series game in the 
evening. And me, with happy tears of 
joy and thanks for all the love we feel 
and appreciation for how much our 
lives have changed since becoming 
part of the DGFUMC family.  
Sincerely, 
Patti Staley

Worship
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A smaller, but very enthusiastic 
group of volunteers participated in 
DGFUMC’s second stream cleanup 
event on October 15. In addition to 
eight bags of trash, this excursion 
found treasures that included two 
seat cushions, a 10-foot length of pipe, 
a car air filter, green wire fencing, a 
Styrofoam cooler and even a tire from 
a semi-truck!
Through The Conservation 
Foundation’s Adopt-a-Stream 
program, the church has adopted a 
half-mile stretch of St. Joseph Creek 

Second stream cleanup goes swimmingly

It will soon be time to register your 
child for the First United Methodist 
Preschool for the 2017-2018 school 
year. Our preschool is for children 
who will be either 3 or 4 years old by 
September 1, 2017. Classes meet on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings or afternoons from late-
August to mid-May.   
Register in Room 101 on Sunday, 
December 4 from 10:30 - 11:00 
a.m. and on Tuesday,  December 
6 from 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. A $100.00 
non-refundable registration fee and 
completed application are required 
to secure a space. This registration is 
for church members who have taken 
the Membership Class and joined 
First United Methodist Church. Open 

2017-18 Preschool Registration Time!

Tips for Loving the 
Holidays
The holidays are upon us, a time of 
celebration, effort, expectation and 
too often stress. This season, calm 
your stress levels by singing. Turn on 
your favorite Christmas music and 
sing along. Singing helps to regulate 
your breath, subsequently calming 
your nervous system and reducing 
anxiety. Sing along as loud as you 
can as often as you can!
This season remember that the 
best gift you can give anyone is 
understanding, kindness and 
compassion. Listen rather than talk. 
Put yourself in someone else’s shoes, 
and rather than criticizing, help 
out. Yet, don’t be a martyr. Speak 
your truth honestly and ask for 
help when you need it. Money can’t 
buy happiness, but it can buy extra 
help and an experience that can be 
remembered. 
Savor the days, savor your life and, of 
course, sing!

that runs along the Downers 
Grove Sanitary District property. 
We will be holding another two 
volunteer cleanup events in 2017 
to fulfill the requirement and 
make sure our local stream stays 
trash-free, after which a road 
sign can be put up recognizing 
the congregation’s commitment 
to water stewardship. If you 
couldn’t make it this year, plan 
to come get your feet wet on 
May 20, 2017, at the next event!

registration for the general public and 
non-church members begins Tuesday, 
January 10, 2017 from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  
A certified copy of the birth certificate 
is now required by DCFS. If you have 
any questions, please contact Nancy 
Bifulco at 630.968.7120 ext. 215 or 
nancy@dgfumc.org.

Health and 
Wellness
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In 2014, the 
members of 
DGFUMC were 
challenged to 
raise funds for 
the Imagine 
NO Malaria 
campaign, an 
extraordinary ministry of the people 
of The United Methodist Church, to 
end preventable deaths from malaria 
in Africa. In October, we completed 
our fundraising efforts with a total 
of almost $22,000. These monies 
included all of the coins collected by 
the many members of our church and 
a matching donation from the Board 
of Gifts and Bequests. The Mission, 
Justice and Community Work Area 
would like to thank all those you 
supported this important effort!

What wonderful fall weather we had 
this season! It is hard to believe that 
winter is quickly approaching.  
Except for unusually high costs 
for some air conditioning work for 
the Chapel, our budget is in pretty 
good shape. The Trustees are still 
evaluating costs to replace the main 
air conditioning units in the Sanctuary 
as well as three smaller units for the 
offices. All the air conditioners are old, 
and while they are still running, they 
are on borrowed time. Since one of the 
major costs of replacing the units is 
the crane rental to lift the old units off 
of and the new units onto the roof, it 
makes sense to change them all at the 
same time. We will continue to work 
on this project until we are satisfied 
we are doing the right things.
We had a water problem on the east 
side of the sanctuary when heavy 
rains flooded the window wells 
and let large amounts of water into 

Trustees

Wednesday Morning Women's Bible Study

Fellowship Hall. The very dedicated 
S.O.S. crew finished routing the 
downspouts into new pipes and 
after lots of backbreaking labor 
breaking up one section of the center 
sidewalk between the Chapel and the 
Sanctuary and chopping roots out of 
the path, they buried a new drain pipe 
connecting it to the old pipe leading 
out to the front yard. Two Saturdays 
and many hours later, the project was 
completed in time for a bride to walk 
down the sidewalk to her awaiting 
limo on Saturday, October 22. Most 
importantly, there has been no more 
water in Fellowship Hall.
Additionally, we had the maple tree 
in the middle of the drive entrances 
trimmed, the trees on the east side 
of the Education Wing trimmed and 
three trees removed at the parsonage 
by professionals, but our S.O.S.ers 
did a large amount of trimming of the 
bushes around the property.  

We are still working on getting the 
parsonage property sold and planning 
for the new parsonage on our vacant 
lot at 1045 Grove Street, but that is a 
project without time limits.  
With winter approaching, we have 
already signed the snow removal 
contract with Tim Salman who is 
keeping the price as low as he possibly 
can. As a member of the church and a 
Trustee, he has great compassion to do 
the right thing for us. His services for 
the past several years has always been 
excellent.
The Trustees appreciate your support. 
We are a diverse, dedicated group 
of women and men who really have 
the best interests of the church in our 
hearts. Please let us know of things 
you see that need to be attended to 
about the church…that really helps us.
Have a wonderful winter.

Do you want to keep your mind 
steady amidst the Christmas 
shopping fever? Are you struggling to 
remember what this season is actually 
about? It can be nuts out there and we 
hear ya. 
Why not take a pause and join the 
Women’s Bible Study group this 
December for a four-week Advent 
study? Beginning Wednesday, 
November 30, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 
213, the group will gather to chat, 
pray, laugh and remember what 
Advent is truly about.
Participants should stop by the church 
office and pick up a copy of the book, 
Prepare the Way: Cultivating a Heart for 
God in Advent, by Pamela C. Hawkins. 

Imagine NO Malaria 
Campaign Results

Books cost 
$9. The daily 
readings 
begin the 
first day 
of Advent, 
Sunday, 
November 
27, so we 
recommend 
you purchase 
the book 
ahead of time. 
The study will be facilitated by Pastor 
Greta McDonald and Maggie Roth. 
Childcare is provided. Drop-ins are 
always welcome. Email Maggie Roth 
at mthurmanroth@gmail.com with any 
questions.
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United Methodist Women

On October 13, UMW held our 
General Meeting with a tasty salad 
luncheon hosted by the Mary 
Elizabeth and Ruth Circles. Our 
guest speaker was Roger Curless, the 
Conference Director of Lay Servants.  
He spoke about the issues concerning 
Latin Americans, particularly women 
and children and their plight of being 
in detention facilities and what we can 
do to help. 
A big “thank you” to everyone who 
supported and participated in our 
recent fundraisers: Home Run Inn 
on October 18 and the November 
Bake Sale on the 13th. The UMW 
appreciated all the wonderful baked 
goods donated from the ladies in our 
circles as we continue to support our 
mission projects locally and globally. 
Please consider buying gift cards 
from our Purchase With A Purpose 
program, particularly for the holiday 
season to help make your gift-giving 
easier and benefit our missions. It is so 
easy and a terrific way to buy gifts for 
the holiday season and so appreciated 
by those who receive them. 

United Methodist Women 
Christmas Tea
Tuesday, December 6
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall
Our next UMW 
General meeting 
will be our 
UMW Holiday 
Tea on December 
6. The Leadership team will host with 
a buffet of cheese and crackers, fruit 
and holiday cookies. The program 
will be the annual installation of 
officers. All women of the church are 
encouraged to attend and share in 
holiday fellowship.

Once again Friday Night at the Movies 
is off to a great start! Our fall theme 
has been Politics in the Movies, and we 
have enjoyed a variety of compelling 
films. Our November offering was 
the comedy My Fellow Americans, 
presented by Bob and Kathleen 
Schultz, which we all enjoyed.   
December brings Lincoln, the academy 
award-winning movie starring Daniel 
Day-Lewis, which will be presented 
by Kay Mundy and Owen Bates.   
Then we’ll leave politics behind in 
the new year to focus on films chosen 

Friday Night at the Movies
by some of our veteran presenters, 
including Friday Night at the Movies 
founder Carol Lysne and film expert 
Sue Thornquist. 
We’d love to see some new faces, so 
why not give us a try? We generally 
meet the third Friday of the month, 
7:30 p.m., at the Safford home. Sign-
up takes place in the church office 
at the beginning of each month. We 
always have popcorn, soft drinks, 
great conversations and dessert. Come 
check us out!

Another Busy Summer for 
Youth InTent Program
From early May until mid-October, 
nearly 50 youth, and a few dedicated 
adults, spent most weekends and 
many weekdays setting up and 
taking down tents, tables and chairs 
for over 70 customers. The largest 
youth fundraiser for over a decade, 
the Youth InTent program not only 
provides a valuable service to church 
and community members who are 
celebrating birthdays, graduations, 
weddings, reunions and other 
special occasions, but also allows 
participating youth a chance to earn 
individual credit toward mission 
trips and choir tour fees. Thanks to 
everyone who help make it a big 
success!
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Often times the holiday season can overwhelm us. With all the hoopla 
surrounding shopping and sales it is hard to remain focused on the true 
purpose of Christmas: God's gift to us, Jesus Christ. DGFUMC offers 
the following opportunities to help you experience a more peaceful and 
purposeful Christmas time.

UPAVIM
Once again the 
Missions, Justice 
and Community 
Work Area 
(MJC) will host 
the Alternative 
Gift Fair during Advent. We will 
be offering the beautiful crafts 
handmade by the artisans of the 
UPAVIM (United for a Better Life) 
cooperative in Guatemala. Choose 
from a large selection of colorful 
bags, scarves, Christmas ornaments, 
kitchen accessories, jewelry and more 
to delight your family and friends 
and make a difference in our world. 
When you purchase these crafts you 

Alternative Gift Fair

Giving a gift card can sometimes 
be a way to simplify our Christmas 
shopping list. Stop by the Purchase 
With a Purpose table on Sunday 
mornings in the Parlor to place 
an order or buy from our regular 
inventory of cards including those 
pictured to the right and Downers 
Grove Downtown Dollars. Orders will 
be placed weekly through December 
11th making it more convenient as 
the holiday approaches to get that 
last minute gift card for someone. 
There are many gift cards in small 
denominations that make great 
stocking stuffers.
At this busy time of year, take 
advantage of the convenience of 
ordering online from home at 
MannaOrders.net. You can buy your 
usual gift cards and pick them up 

Purchase With A Purpose

A Piece of PeaceChristmas Gift Giving From the Heart
Saturday, December 17
3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
To help you get a little more done 
this holiday season or to perhaps just 
have a moment of quite, the Children 
and Family Work Area is hosting A 
Piece of Peace. Children (infant through 
6th grade) are invited to come to the 
church for an afternoon of activities 
and fun! Cost is $5 a child or $10 for 
two of more children. Please register 
with the church office, 630.968.7120,  
by December 13.

on Sunday or you can get certain 
speciality cards directly to your email 
address via MannaEscrip. If you 
would like an account, it will take 
a few days to set up so ask Ina at 
inamairi@mac.com soon.
The Benefit Mobile APP for your 
smart phone continues to be a very 
convenient way to buy gift cards as 
and when you need them. Download 
the APP, register with First United 
Methodist Downers Grove, Purchase 
With A Purpose and set up your 
bank account for direct debit or a 
credit card. Some retailers allow 
you to buy the exact amount of your 
bill so you never have to carry a 
balance on the card. Regular Amazon 
shoppers can also raise money for 
other organizations of their choice by 
shopping at AmazonSmile.

empower the women of La Esperanza 
in Guatemala City by giving them an 
opportunity to improve the quality 
of life for themselves and for their 
families through access to education, 
employment opportunities, health care 
services and programs for personal 
and professional development. Funds 
raised during the sale will be used to 
bring some of the women here in the 
fall of 2017 for a visit to strengthen our 
Hermanamiento.
Heifer
Heifer International works with 
communities to find sustainable 
solutions to end world hunger and 
poverty. In the past, many of you 
have donated to Heifer's Living Gift 

Found from website recreated PMS

program and 
some will recall 
the plaques 
that hang in the 
west stairwell 
recognizing 
DGFUMC for 
a high level of 
donations. This 
Advent season, 
MJC will partner with John Smoke to 
Fill the Ark in the hopes of once again 
reaching an impressive level of giving 
in our congregation. To learn more, 
come talk to Janet Farral in the Parlor 
about chickens this holiday season! 
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Congratulations DGFUMC! You did it! 
Did you feel the excitement? Did you 
secretly revel in John Smoke's wearing 
a Bear's jersey? Or Greta and Jim in 
matching cheese heads? Or Garfield's 
guest appearance? Whether you 
walked, donated, talked with Angela 
Loveless, or just smiled in the pews at 
the thought of the above for the 2016 
CROP Walk on Sunday, October 16 - 
you deserve a pat on the back! It was a 
lovely walk shared by approximately 
90 members of our church as well as 
many others in our community. 
With the addition of Don and Devra 
Dunham to the Mission, Justice & 
Community Work Area, and the 
support of S.O.S. and the Trustees, we 
are doing great things together! Day 
trips, mission trips, disaster relief and 
more! On November 19, DGFUMC 
members participated in a special 
S.O.S. at the Berry United Methodist 
Church in Chicago's Lincoln Square 
community, a struggling urban 
church, which, like many, has been 
in years of decline yet seeks to be 
faithful. DGFUMC made a difference 
for this church by helping with repairs 
and on-site maintenance.
We also continue to partner with 
others in our community and DuPage 
United (dupageunited.org) to press for 
expanded mental health resources 

for law enforcement and families. 
At a DuPage United assembly on 
November 17, several members from 
DGFUMC showed their support for 
this important issue.
If you participated in these or any of 
our other events, activities, ministries 
and programs this year, we thank you! 
If you have not, do not fear, we have 
more for you to contemplate.
International Human Rights Day
Join us as we make a difference for 
International Human Rights Day as 
part of Amnesty International's Write 
for Rights Campaign on December 11. 
Come hear about the interesting cases, 
chat with others, or contemplate these 
cases over a warm drink, and write 
one or more letters for those who are 
in need of justice and compassion. You 
can learn about the cases and sign-up 
online at write.amnestyusa.org. Can one 
person make a difference? Yes! Be a 
light of hope in a world of darkness. 
Invite your friends and neighbors, this 
is an Interfaith community event.
UPAVIM
Have you ever had a pen-pal from 
a different country? As a result of 
Claire Pitstick's visit this summer to 
UPAVIM, a cooperative association 
of about 88 women in Guatemala, we 
are re-energizing our long standing 

relationship with these Guatemalan 
sisters by connecting more deeply, as 
we prepare once more to extend an 
invitation to the women of UPAVIM 
to visit in 2017. Any woman in the 
congregation is invited to participate 
as a pen pal. Please email Sheila at 
sheila@dgfumc.org if you are interested. 
More details will be forthcoming. 
To learn more about our "Guatemala 
Connection" and how you might 
participate in this integral relationship, 
or if you are interested in traveling 
there in 2018, please contact Ina or 
Ray Osborn for more information. 
Although Ina is completing her 
6th year on MJC, she will remain 
as our Guatemalan Connection 
Representative. Some people, you just 
can't let get away! 
The Year Ahead
We will begin 2017 with a planning 
retreat. If you have ideas you would 
like to have considered, or just want 
to know what the Mission, Justice & 
Community Work Area is all about, 
feel free to contact any member 
of our work area. These amazing 
people - Janet Farral, Sarah Demink, 
Leah Ostwald, Angela Loveless, 
Ina Osborn, Don Dunham, Devra 
Dunham, and Pastor Greta - have been 
diligent stewards of your Easter and 
Thanksgiving Offerings, and have 
given much of themselves over this 
past year. Peace to all of you, during 
this time of year.  

Sharing the Gift

Missions, Justice and Community Outreach 
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Youth Ministries

Sharing the Gift

Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church website: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.  
US mailed upon request.
Happenings e-newsletter: Emailed every two weeks.  
US mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:  
diane@dgfumc.org.
Publication deadline for the 2017 
Spring Tower Bell is January 23, 2017.

The Tower Bell - Winter 2016-17

Ignite
Our Ignite Youth Group, for 7th-12th 
grade students, typically meets twice a 
month from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. on Sunday 
evening. The meeting includes a fun 
activity, a lesson and some small 
group reflection time on the lesson. 
We also plan a once-a-month special 
event like whirly ball, ice-skating, corn 
maze, bowling, service project, etc.,… 
(typically on the last weekend). Please 
keep an eye on the online calendar and 
the Ignite Email Newsletter updates 
for details. 
For the fall, students have been 
challenged to a 90 Day, 1-Minute 
Challenge, where the youth try, for 
90 straight days, to spend at least one 
minute a day connecting with God 
through the Bible and/or prayer. So far 
about a dozen students have accepted 
the challenge, but anyone can join in at 
any time. We look forward to talking 
with the youth about the impact this 
challenge has had on them.
Winter Blast Sr. High Winter Retreat 
(plus 8th Graders)
This year we will again be heading 
to Grace Adventures Camp in Silver 
Lake, Michigan for our Senior High 

scan this with your 
mobile device to visit 

our website.

Larry Samora and Sandy Kresl won 
Low Medal Honors at the 39th Annual 
Methodist Open Golf Tournament held 
September 24 at the Downers Grove 
Golf Club, which saw a total of 58 
golfers participating in the event.  
Doug Strangeland and Martha 
Clevenger were Putting Champs. The 
Longest Drives were hit by Emmit 
George and Kelly Prindle. Larry 
Samora and Jim Yergas won the Arnie's 
Army Closest to the Pin Contest, held 
in memory of Arnold Palmer. Bear 
and Owl Putting Winners were Virgil 
Gulley, Doug Strangeland, Marjorie 
Froemke and Barry Howard. 
The 2017 Methodist Open will be held 
September 23 again at the Downers 
Grove Golf Club. Save the Date!

United Methodist Open 
Golf Tournament

United Methodist Open Golf Tournament
Downers Grove Golf Club

Saturday, September 24, 2011
   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove

(plus 8th Graders) Winter Retreat on 
the weekend of January 6-8, 2017. 
Grace Adventures offers retreats with 
excellent speakers and bands and a 
wide variety of activities for youth 
to get involved with including snow 
tubing, broomball, glow-in-the-dark 
dodgeball, horse trail rides, etc. Please 
contact Howie at howie@dgfumc.org 
if you would like more information 
on the retreat. Registration is due 
December 4. 
Announcing Mission Trips for 
Summer 2017
Plans for our Senior High Mission 
Trip are still underway. We do know 
we will be working with Group 

Missions Workcamps once again. Our 
Annual Rogers Park Mission Trip 
will be in July, but those dates will 
be determined by the Senior High 
Trip dates. We will again be working 
with the kids’ program of the United 
Church of Rogers Park. Registration 
and all the details will be coming in 
January.
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Christmas Eve Services - Saturday, December 24, 2016
4:00 p.m. - Family Worship
A worship celebration especially geared toward children, with music 
provided by the Angel, Cherub and Chorister Choirs. Rev. John Smoke will 
bring the message.

7:00 p.m. -  A Family Christmas Service
A family service featuring the Connection Choir. The message will be given 
by Director of Youth Ministries, Rev. Howie Snyder. This service will include 
Holy Communion.

9:00 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chancel Choir and a 
candlelight carol-sing. The message will be given by Pastor Jim.

10:15 p.m. - 10:45 p.m. - Holy Communion
Christmas Eve communion, served by Pastors Jim & Greta, in a come-and-go 
style in the Chapel.

11:00 p.m. -  Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chapel Choir and a carol-
sing to greet the first moments of Christmas morning. The message will be 
given by Pastor Greta.

Sunday, December 25, 2016 
One service: 10:00 a.m.
Join us as we celebrate the birth of 
Christ on Christmas morning.

Sunday, January 1, 2017  
The Season of Epiphany Begins
One service: 10:00 a.m.
We will celebrate the Light of Christ 
that has come into the world. 

Special Christmas Services


