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First Sunday of Advent



Thought for the Day
“For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 

Live as children of light, for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.”
          – Ephesians 5:8–9 NRSV
Prelude    Three Fantasies for Advent         Noel Goemanne
     Let us assume an attitude of worship during the prelude. 
Gathering Tolling of the Church Bell
  Words of Welcome and Announcements
     Please sign the Friendship Register located at the inside end of the pew and  
     pass it to the person seated next to you.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
*Call to Worship

All creation holds its breath.
The time is almost here.
The heavenly choir of angels waits for its cue to sing.
Excitement is all around us.
Prepare your hearts–The grace of God takes on human form.
Good news! Emmanuel, God-with-Us, comes to us.
We gather to make ready our hearts 
for the coming of Christ, our hope.
                          – Ruminari

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Hope
 8:15 Carolyn and Patrick Donnelly
10:00 Jamie Postlewait and Jeff Sedig

Reader 1: Keep awake! Be watchful! The Son of Man is coming with great power and glory. 
He shall judge the nations; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.”
Reader 2: We light the first Advent candle reminding us that God’s promised Messiah 
will break into our time and space, to teach us his ways that we may walk in his paths of 
righteousness and peace. Let us keep watching faithfully for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus!

All: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! Amen.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, we confess that at times we become weary. Weary of this world, weary 
of our responsibilities, and weary even of seeking out your presence. Draw us nearer, 
God. When we look away or close our eyes in weariness, we need you then, even 
more. Open our hearts to your presence near and far. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer   Hymnal #895



 *Please rise as you are able. Bold text indicates congregational response.
Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound board.

  CCLI # 2894634    Livestreaming #13815

10:00  A Moment for Children                 Pastor John
Children are welcome to come forward or to gather around the screen at home to share 
in this special time. Afterwards, preschool through sixth graders may go with the Sunday 
school teachers. Children may be picked up in the second floor classrooms (rooms 212–
218) following the service.

Community Prayers
*Hymn #202  People, Look East
*Reading of the Holy Scripture — Luke 21:25–36, p. 80–81
25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that 
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man.”
10:00  Anthem   In the Bleak Midwinter            Gustave Holst
Sermon    “Redemption: Hope Over Hate”          Pastor Claude
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
 Special Offering: United Methodist Student Day
Offertory         8:15 In Dulci Jubilo            Vincent Lubeck
          10:00 A Tapestry of Joy         Lani Smith
   Don Newsom, piano; Pattie Barnes, organ
*Doxology    Hymnal #94
Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #211     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Benediction
Postlude     Lift Up Your Heads              arr. David Cherwien



Visit dgfumc.org for all the latest news and 
events. Follow us on facebook.com/dgfumc. 

Give online at dgfumc.org/giving. 

Assisting in Our Service Today
Music   8:15   Pattie Barnes, Sanctuary organist
 10:00   Diane Hires, Chancel Choir director
              Pattie Barnes, Sanctuary organist
Lay Reader 8:15 Patrick Donnelly
  10:00 Dave Sandfort
Audio-Visual Jim Gracey, Tom Lykins

Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4848

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS WEEK WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, November 28, 2021  Giving Tree – Parlor
11:00 am – Preschool Registration – Rm 101
 Wednesday, December 1
  9:00 am – Women’s Bible Study –  Rm 218 & Zoom
  4:30 pm – Angel Choir Rehearsal – Rm 16
  5:00 pm – Cherub Choir Rehearsal – CH
  5:00 pm – Chorister Choir Rehearsal – FH
  5:00 pm – Connection Choir Rehearsal – FH
  7:00 pm – Chapel Choir Rehearsal – FH
  7:30 pm – Finance Work Area Mtg – Zoom
Thursday, December 2
 7:30 pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – FH
Saturday, December 4
10:00 am – Chancel Choir Cantata Rehearsal
Next Sunday, December 5
UPAVIM Crafts, Heifer Project, Giving Tree – Parlor
10:00 am – Chancel Choir Cantata – Sanc
11:30 am – Chapel Choir Rehearsal – FH
11:30 am – Special Charge Conference – CH
  2:00 pm – 7th Grade Confirmation Class –  YR
  3:00 pm – 8th Grade Confirmation Class –  YR
  CH – Chapel Hall   FH – Fellowship Hall   YR – Youth Room

UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Carol Celebration

Sunday, December 5, 10:00 a.m.
Invite your family and friends to join you for a Sunday 
to develop your Christmas spirit! The Chancel Choir 
joined by guest Children’s Choirs will be presenting 
a Christmas Carol Celebration. The cantata service 
will feature Advent scriptures, poems, choir anthems, 
and congregational singing of favorite carols. Sing, 
listen, pray, and develop your joy of the season!

Church Member Preschool Registration
Today, 9:30 – 10:00 a.m. & 11:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, November 30, 3:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Church members have the opportunity to register 
early for the 2020-21 preschool year for 3- and 
4-year-old classes today in Room 101. New this 
fall, the preschool will also offer a 2-year-old class. 
Registration is open to members at this time. If you 
have questions, stop by today or Tuesday or call 
Nancy at 630.968.7120, ext. 215 or email her at 
nancy@dgfumc.org.

Special Charge Conference Notice Regarding 
the Boy Scouts of America

Sunday, December 5, 11:30 a.m., Chapel
Pastor Claude has called a Special Charge 
Conference in response to the legal action taken by 
the Boy Scouts of America as part of the bankruptcy 
filing after lawsuits were filed regarding sexual abuse 
by those involved in the BSA. Because in the past 
our congregation was a charter organization of BSA, 
a lawsuit could be filed against our church. Our 
congregation now has the opportunity to vote on the 
bankruptcy plan to ensure protection from a lawsuit. 
The sole agenda item at this meeting is to approve 
or disapprove the BSA plan of reorganization and 
give authority to the chair of the board of trustees to 
execute the plan ballot document. 

UMW Christmas Card Making Supplies
Christmas card making supplies are located on 
the welcome table outside the parlor. UMW invites 
everyone to take a card making kit home and send 
one or two to someone you know OR someone you 
don’t! Let’s all help to spread some Christmas cheer! 

Giving Tree Children’s Gifts Due December 5
We are collecting gifts for Kids Above All (formerly 
ChildServ) and general gifts on the Giving Tree 
for DuPagePads and Alex’s Mission. We have an 
immediate need for gifts for Kids Above All. To sign 
up for a child’s gift, please click on the Sign-Up 
Genius form link in Happenings as soon as possible. 
All children’s gifts must be received by 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, December 5 to get them to the children in 
time. We also will have a giving tree drop-off day 
on Saturday, December 4 from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 
Bring your gifts to the door off the parking lot and 
volunteers will come get the gifts from you!


