
September 19, 2021 — 8:15 &10:00 a.m.  Worship Services

Living Our Faith 

Downers Grove First United Methodist Church
Senior Pastor: Claude R. King, Sr.
Associate Pastor: Andi Voinovich

Director of Christian Education: John Smoke
Pastor of Youth Ministries: Wesley Dorr

1032 Maple Avenue · Downers Grove IL  60515-4848
630.968.7120  ·  dgfumc.org  ·  dgfumc@dgfumc.org

Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost



Thought for the Day
“Vulnerability is not winning or losing; it’s having the courage to show up and 

be seen when we have no control over the outcome.”
– Brene Brown

Prelude 8:15 Adagio               K. Zhudi
            10:00 Bell Paean                  Derek Hakes
   The Westminster Select Ringers
Gathering Tolling of the Church Bell
  Words of Welcome and Announcements
  Please sign the Friendship Register located at the inside end of the pew and pass it to  
  the person seated next to you.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
*Call to Worship

The first shall be last.
We come to worship as we are.
The last shall be first.
We come with confidence.
The first shall be last.
We come with questions.
The last shall be first.
We come burdened by failure.
The first shall be last.
We come celebrating success.
The last shall be first.
We come fearful of the future.
The first shall be last
and the last shall be first
and a little child shall lead them.

– Katherine Hawker
Opening Prayer

Almighty God, what does it mean to live as a disciple in this world? Where we have been 
taught to seek success, gain independence, and admire the powerful, you tell us instead to 
seek compassion, build community, and love indiscriminately. This is hard! Guide us God, 
center us always on your will, and surround us with grace for ourselves and others when we 
don’t get it right. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer   Hymnal #895
10:00  Reception of New Members — LeeAnn Clark and Joy Doran
10:00  A Moment for Children         Pastor John

Children are welcome to come forward or to gather around the screen at home to share in this 
special time. Afterwards, preschool through sixth graders may go with Pastor John to Sunday school. 
Children may be picked up in the second floor classrooms (rooms 212–218) following the service.



*Please rise as you are able.
Bold text indicates congregational response.

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound board.

*Hymn #432  Jesu, Jesu
Community Prayers
10:00  Anthem   I Believe                M. Miller
    Chris Dortwegt and Judy Hanley, soloists

This Jewish poem was found in WWII by the Allied Forces on a cellar wall in Cologne, Germany. 
I believe in the sun, 
   even when it’s not shining.
I believe in love, 
   even when I don’t feel it. 
I believe in God,
   even when God is silent.

Reading of the Holy Scripture — Mark 9:30–37, p. 42
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31 for he 
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 
they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did not understand 
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 
who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first 
must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking 
it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
Sermon            “Learning Out Loud”      Pastor Andi
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory   8:15 Moderato              Z. Nivek
  10:00 Jubilation            Mary Kay Parrish
   The Westminster Select Ringers
   Andrew Hesse, percussion
*Doxology
Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #581    Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service
Benediction
Postlude   8:15 Allegro                         S. Zecchi
  10:00 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing      Carl Gottlif Glasers



Visit dgfumc.org for all the latest news and 
events. Follow us on Facebook.

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS WEEK

Assisting in Our Service Today
Music   8:15  Kevin Zehme, pianist & organist
 10:00 Diane Hires, Chancel Choir director
  Pattie Barnes, organist, Handbell  
  director
Lay Reader 10:00  Barbara Pickett
Audio-Visual Jim Gracey, Tom Lykins

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, September 19, 2021
Styrofoam Collection Day – 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. – Parlor
  8:15 am – Worship Service – Outdoors
10:00 am – Worship Service – Sanctuary
11:30 am – Adult Ed. Enrichment Series – Rm 213
  3:00 pm – Confirmation Welcome Service – YR, Gym
Tuesday, September 21
  7:00 pm – Worship Work Area Meeting – Zoom
Wednesday, September 22
  9:00 am – Women’s Bible Study –  Rm 218 & Zoom
  4:30 pm – Angel Choir – Rm 16
  5:00 pm – Chorister Choir – FH
  5:00 pm – Cherub Choir – CH
  5:45 pm – Connection Choir Rehearsal – FH
  7:00 pm – Book Study with Pastor Claude – Zoom
  7:00 pm – AV Team Open House – Sanctuary
  7:00 pm – Environmental Stewardship – Zoom
Thursday, September 23
  7:30 pm – Chancel Choir Rehearsal – FH

CH - Chapel Hall
FH - Fellowship Hall

YR - Youth Room

Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4848

Adult Education Enrichment Series Begins
September 19 at 11:15 a.m.; Room 213

Join us for the launch of an hour-long third Sunday 
of the month series of varying topics. This month’s 
topic is Tending Our Garden: A Metaphor for Living 
Life, led by Carol Lysne. Tending a garden teaches 
us lessons about relationships, work, and our planet. 
We will take a short walk after our discussion.

Foam Recycling Event Scheduled
September 19; 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

The Environmental Stewardship Work Area, 
encourages you to bring your #6 foam products to the 
recycling event this Sunday, September 19 in the 
parlor. Items to be recycled include: cups, plates, 
take-out containers, and egg cartons. In a separate 
bag, place your foam used to pack electronics and 
other items. Please rinse everything and place them 
in clear plastic bags, if you are able.

UPCOMING EVENTS

AV Team Open House
Wednesday, September 22 at 7:00 p.m.

The audio-visual team members invite you to an Open 
House for a behind-the-scences look at our church’s 
new audio-visual system. New members are welcome 
to join the AV team. No experience is necessary to 
use the equipment and training will be provided. 
Check out how technology is used in worship!

Bible Baggage Group Begins
Monday, September 27 at 7:00 p.m.; DGPL

While for some, church and the Bible have been 
sources of comfort and compassion, for others they 
have brought great harm. Want to study scripture, 
channel spirituality, and build community outside 
of the confines of a church building or traditional 
setting? Yearning for community that can hear and 
share past experiences with religious trauma? Join 
Bible Baggage on the fourth Monday of the month 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Downers Grove Public 
Library in conference room B. In the first meeting, 
the group will get to know each other and discuss 
the book Shameless: A Sexual Reformation by 
Nadia Bolz-Weber. 

Calling All Young Singers! 
It’s choir time and everyone is welcome to join! 
Children’s choirs for ages 3 to 8th grade have their 
first rehearsals this week on Wednesday, September 
22. Choirs sing masked on Wednesdays beginning 
at 4:30 p.m. (start time depends on your child’s choir, 
see weekly calendar above). If you and your child 
are interested in joining a choir, please call Dave 
at 630.968.7120, ext. 209 for more information. 
Registration is online, so look for a Google form link 
in our weekly Happenings email or online under the 
children’s tab. We look forward to seeing you!


